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Introduction 
 

The Downley School is recognised by pupils, parents and the community at large as 
a very good school in which all children are entitled to an education that will enable 
them to develop their full potential.  We recognise that all pupils have individual 
needs and personalised learning through Quality First Teaching is at the heart of our 
teaching and learning.  We recognise that there are Gifted and Talented pupils in 
every classroom and we strive to ensure that their needs are catered for. 
The school is a member of NACE (National Association for Gifted Children in 
Education) and has a nominated Gifted & Talented Coordinator. 

 

Definitions (as defined by the DFE) 
Gifted and Talented pupils are those who have one or more abilities developed to a 
level significantly ahead of their year group (or with the potential to develop these 
abilities). 
GIFTED learners are those who have abilities in academic subjects such as English 
and Maths 
TALENTED learners are those who have abilities in Sport, Music, Design or Creative 
& Performing Arts 
In addition other skills such as leadership, decision making and critical / creative 
thinking are taken into account when identifying Gifted & Talented learners.   
 

Aims and Objectives 
 

The Downley School aims to: 

 Support the abilities, personal qualities and talents of ALL children 

 Ensure that all children receive an education appropriate to their abilities 

 Provide teaching which makes learning challenging and enjoyable, and which 
provides a high level of thinking and questioning skills 

 Use pupil progress meetings to identify under achievement of Gifted and 
Talented pupils and seek to remove it 

 Have the expectation that by meeting the needs of  the most able children, the 
curriculum for all pupils will be enhanced 

 Train staff in aspects of identification of and provision for Gifted and Talented 
children, including the social and emotional challenges which may be 
associated with such children. 

 Compile a Gifted & Talented Register, to be reviewed annually in the Autumn 
Term and enter this on SIMS. 
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Identification & Assessment of Gifted & Talented Pupils 
 

No single measure is appropriate to identifying Gifted & Talented pupils and the 
school recognises there is a partnership between staff and carers in achieving this. 

 
Typically, between 5 and 10% of the school population would be expected to be 
identified as Gifted and Talented and be included on the school register. 
 
Children are continually assessed throughout the year and their progress tracked 
and reviewed termly with the Class Teachers, Senior Leadership Team and parents.  
Data from this tracking will be used to identify the academically gifted children. 
Typically children identified as academically gifted will be working at least 2 
sublevels above the expected level for their age. 
 
In addition, the following methods of identification will be utilised: 

 Teacher observation and assessment of pupils’ work 

 Use of prior knowledge  / background (information from prior nurseries / 
schools) 

 Parent consultation – parents will be asked to flag particular talents to staff 
during parent-teacher consultations 

 Through challenging provision 

 Nomination by self, peers or parents 
 
Upon a child being identified as Gifted or Talented, the Gifted & Talented 
Coordinator will contact the parents to notify them and explain to them why their child 
has been identified and what provision will be made available for them. 
 
Where appropriate, children on the Gifted & Talented register may be identified as 
“Focus” pupils within their class or set. 
 
 
Provision 

 Acceleration into a higher year group is not usually recommended due to the 
social challenges arising from maturing at different rates 

 Setting in Maths and English takes place from year 2 onwards  

 Challenge is provided by all teachers in all classes as part of normal 
differentiated provision.  Provision should not be limited to additional home 
learning or occasional enrichment activities. This should include activities 
requiring higher order thinking skills and open ended questions 

 Opportunities to attend in and out of school enrichment opportunities 

 Opportunities to work with children of a similar ability 

 Opportunities for “Talented” children to showcase their talents 

 Enabling children to evaluate their own work 

 An area for Gifted & Talented pupils is available on the school website 
providing enrichment activities (such as competitions) and links to useful 
organisations and extension materials (e.g. NAGC) 

.  
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Continuity & Progression 

 As for all pupils, a handover meeting will take place at the end of each 
academic year between old and new class teacher 

 Pupils in year 6 will be flagged to their new school through transition activities 

 Pupil Progress meetings will monitor progress and ensure identified children 
continue to progress at an appropriate level 

 

Gifted & Talented Coordinator 

The Gifted & Talented Coordinator is responsible for the following:- 

 Exemplifying best practice  for G&T learners in the classroom 

 Attendance at related training / conferences and sharing of new knowledge 
e.g. via INSET days 

 Lead training and developments in teaching and learning 

 Identifying and managing opportunities for G&T learners outside the 
classroom 

 Liaising with parents and children 

 Developing, monitoring and updating the G&T register 

 Monitoring and evaluating provision for G&T learners against Institutional 
Quality Standards (IQS) – see the Appendix to this Policy 

 

Further Information 

Additional information regarding provision for Gifted & Talented children at The 
Downley School can be obtained from the Gifted & Talented Coordinator 

 

More general information can be obtained from:  

 

NACE (National Association for gifted Children in Education) 

http://www.nace.co.uk/ 

 

NAGC (National Association of Gifted Children) 

http://www.nagcbritain.org.uk/

http://www.nace.co.uk/
http://www.nagcbritain.org.uk/
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APPENDIX 
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