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Head Teacher’s Comment
I cannot say just how wonderful it is to see all of our children back in school. The noise of
learning and laughter lifts my spirits and seems to have energised the entire staff.
Each and every one of you should be so proud of the children and how they have coped
with the pandemic. This is testament to working together and keeping them at the centre
of all we do. We have not known what to expect at any stage of this pandemic and I can
share that I could not have wished for a better staff and community to have been through
this experience with.
On returning to school a full reopening we all prepared a period of adjustment which has
seen very happy and settled children. Learning outside the classroom has also supported
their learning.
I feel that by looking through our newsletter and twitter feeds you will be able to agree.
We are undertaking a short topic until Easter. We would like to thank Mrs Grigg for her
support and helping us to work with the chair museum to support this. The children are
designing chairs in line with Wycombe once being the furniture making capital of the world.
Thank you so much to all the parents/carers that took the time to send letters of support
during lockdown. We will share some of these with you over the next few weeks.
Should you require any further help or support with the transition back to full opening
please get in contact. We are here to help.

School Values
Our value for the month of March is Kindness.
Kindness is defined as; the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate.
At The Downley School, it can mean so much more. Kindness can mean different things to different
people. It could be through showing empathy, acceptance, kind gestures or thoughtfulness, the
possibilities are entirely up to you. Below is a helpful video that shows how children view kindness.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFmZV5THGYc
I would like everybody to think of different ways that they are able to show kindness both at home and
in school.
Thank you for your support
Mr.Rushant
Values Lead

Reception
It has been lovely to see lots of excitement and many smiles from children who were
very happy to see their friends again, in our first week back at school. We are delighted
to have everyone back and are very proud of how wonderfully they are working, already!
A huge focus has been about different feelings and how to recognise them. We learned
that it is possible to have lots of different feelings at the same time which can make you
feel quite confused like the Colour Monster. Each day, during circle time, we check-in
with our emotions and talk about how we are feeling or any worries we may have. It is
important to us that they feel they encouraged to talk about any uncomfortable feelings
they may have. The class can then support each other throughout the day if they are
aware of any children who feel unsettled. This has been a wonderful way to see how
empathetic and considerate the children are of each other’s feelings.
We have introduced a calm corner in our classroom where children can go if they just need
a little time to gather their thoughts and feelings; whether because they are feeling
frustrated, sad or a bit too excited and need to find their way back to focused learning. It
is equipped with a comfy chair, two friendly bears who are always there to be a listening
ear for the children and love to be given a tight squeeze, a ‘Kind and Caring Jar’, which you
can put a piece of paper with the name of someone who has been especially kind and
considerate towards others in the class. There is a calm box with some activities that can
help make you feel calm and a worry monster who will eat up any worries you may have.
Last Friday, the children took part in a whole school competition to build
the tallest structure using materials they could find outside. They
managed to find a wide range of useful things to build with and created
some amazing structures by working together to balance the sticks in
imaginative ways. We were so impressed with their determination,
resilience and patience when trying to build their tower, as it was very
tricky!
The topic for the rest of this term is ‘The Inventor’s Workshop’ and we began with a book called ‘The Crayon Man’,
about the man who invented Crayola crayons. As part of British Science Week, the children participated in their
own experiment with crayons. First, they predicted what might happen if you put pieces of crayon in the
microwave. Then theycarried out the experiment and found out that crayons melt and the colour changes if you
mix different colours together. The children also observed that crayons set again once you take them out of the
microwave and place them somewhere cool. We had created our own crayons, just like the Crayon Man!
This week, the children have continued with crayon related activities and
are taking part in a school wide competition to invent and make a chair
out of cardboard. They were given a brief to design and build a chair for
the soft toy sad Colour Monster, in order for him to have his own ‘Calm
Corner’. Inspired by a selection of images of different chairs they started
designing and have begun creating some wonderful chairs.

Over the next couple of weeks, the children will explore more
inventions and get the opportunity to be inventors themselves.

Year 1
Year One have loved being back in the classroom. It has been fantastic to see them playing with their
friends again! The children have settled in really well and are enjoying the therapeutic approach in the
classroom. When the children arrive in the morning, they put their lollipop stick into the emotion jar that
matches how they are feeling that day. The sun was shining and we decided to draw different emotions
on the playground using chalk. It has been wonderful to hear the children talk about their emotions and
develop their emotional literacy.

The children have been spending more time outside. We have enjoyed our daily walk to visit the sheep,
team building activities in the field and two trips to the Dell! The team building activities have been a big
focus since we came back to school. We have been taking part in memory games, hula hoop passes,
obstacle courses and we worked in pairs or groups to construct a tall tower in The Dell. We used listening
and teamwork skills to complete the activities.

It was also British Science Week and we had so much fun! We got to watch live demonstrations of fire,
light and sound, and had a tour of the exploration zone in the Science Oxford Centre. We answered some
questions and they appeared on the screen. The children were so excited! We also read the story of the
Gingerbread Man and tested the theory that if the gingerbread man was a different biscuit, would he
have survived crossing the river without the help of the fox? We did an experiment and used various
biscuits to compare by dunking them into hot water. The shortbread biscuit was the strongest and lasted
40 dunks in the hot water, the Gingerbread man only lasted 6 dunks! Our favorite part was eating the
biscuits at the end 
Lastly, the children explored modelling using Lego. They were encouraged to use their creativity and
imaginations. They worked pairs which promoted teamwork and had come up with different creations.
The one rule they had to follow was, that they had to use all the Lego pieces they were given to create
their models. They had plenty of fun doing this activity and came up with some excellent designs. Below
are some pictures of the children hard at work with their designs. We can certainly say they are all master
builders!

Year 2
On behalf of the whole Year 2 team, we would like to thank you all for your support during remote
learning. The children continued to show enthusiasm and passion for learning. We think it was a very
successful period under such difficult circumstances.
It has been delightful having all the children back in the classroom and they were keen to work together
again. All children have settled back in and we will continue to monitor behaviour closely over the next
few weeks. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class
teacher.
To ensure children feel safe, secure and motivated for their next steps in learning, we have encouraged
discussions about emotions, behaviour, expectations and collaboration. These sessions have really
benefited the children emotionally and will help them feel ready for the learning over the term.
We’ve had a very exciting two weeks back to school with lots of fun and engaging activities that the
children really enjoyed. We worked really hard on our communication and teamwork skills while working
together to solve tricky challenges outdoors and in the classroom.

Team building in The Dell and in the classroom

Year 2, is full of future scientists. During Science week, the children made predictions before carrying
out an investigation, to find out which type of biscuit would be the best for dunking, and successfully
recorded their results.

The children were introduced to some new learning resources that we will be using in school. Children’s
University is a recording platform that will manage their extra-curricular learning activities. The children
were really excited to hear that if they collect enough hours they will be attending a graduation
ceremony next year. Please look at the school website for more information.

Year 3
We have been delighted to welcome back Year 3 this week. They have enjoyed being able to see each
other again and rekindle their friendships. We have spent a large proportion of time discussing feelings
and emotions this week enabling children to share experiences and identify positive and negative
feelings.
The children have enjoyed a range of therapeutic activities both in and outside of the classroom including
quilling, investigating sensory objects as well as upcycling materials. They have also participated in
conversation games which has allowed everybody to get to know one another a little better.

The children have also read a story called “Zog and The Flying Doctors” to discuss friendship, kindness and

compassion as well as writing messages of kindness to each other.

As part of British Science Week, the children went on a leaf identification walk, created their own optical
illusions and used their analytical skills to identify a number of mystery objects!

Year 4
Welcome back, we are so happy to have all the children back in school. The children have all settled back
fantastically and we have enjoyed having a full classroom again. We have enjoyed lots activities as part
of our therapeutic curriculum which the children have thoroughly enjoyed – this included self-belief
affirmations and looking at positive and negative emotions as part of our skills builder programme to
develop skills for learners.

This term our topic is Inventor’s Workshop - as part of this we have been learning different inventors
such as Thomas Edison, The Wright Brothers and Mary Anderson who invented the windscreen-wiper.
During this term, the whole school will be competing in chair-making competition, where each class will
be designing and making a chair out of cardboard- the Dugongs and Sea Turtles are very excited!
During British Science Week, we loved having the chance to incorporate science every day and on
Thursday 11th March we had a whole school Science Day! We created some optical 3D hand illusions,
created the tallest structures out of natural materials, we also loved moving a can without touching it
using static electricity and had some interesting discussions about a zoomed in competition.

Next week, is an assessment week and we will be resuming our PE lessons from Wednesday and then
Monday and Wednesday thereafter as per previously. We will also be starting our new fiction text
‘Clockwork’ by Phillip Pullman.

Year 5
Welcome back to school Year 5! The children have bounced back into school full of the joys of spring and
it has been a pleasure to see. It has been a real treat seeing them enjoy their learning and observe them
in their friendship groups; chatting and laughing together. As we are sure many teachers have said
already, thank you to everyone for supporting the children through this tough time. It is very much
appreciated.
This week has been a chance to get to know each other again, build on our prior knowledge, develop
important skills in staying positive and learn about ourselves; what will help us become confident, selfassured citizens in our community. On top of this we have relished Science Week and spent lots of time
outside investigating and exploring.
On Tuesday, we had a Year 5 practical challenge for students to construct “the tallest structure” using
only two materials: Marshmallows and Spaghetti pasta. This practical activity allowed students to apply
their prior learning on Material and Properties and Forces. Both these material are structurally unstable,
however, the soft structure of the Marshmallow and the brittle structure of the Spaghetti pasta
encouraged students to think carefully about their design. This activity engaged the student’s problem
solving skills and communication through trial and error to evenly distribute the weight and account for
drag (especially during this windy week). Our students displayed great persistence, relicense and
teamwork to design a structure which was optimally stable through trial and error.
Year 5 showed persistence and determination when they were faced with having to invent and build a
Rube Goldberg machine. We saw some wonderful inventions using pulleys, inclined planes and
catapults. This activity developed the children’s creativity, problem-solving, critical thinking and
collaborative skills. Great fun was had by all!

Year 6
The children have settled back into school beautifully! It has been great to see their smiles and laughter
fill the school again. Thank you to everyone who has played their part in supporting the children to
remain focused and engaged in their learning during virtual sessions.
To support with the transition in returning back to school, the children have enjoyed various therapeutic
activities this week, including team building games, creating a multimedia animal collage and
mindfulness.

As part of International Women’s Day, we read about famous female inventors in ‘Girls Think of
Everything’. We also looked at inspiring female athlete Wilma Rudolph and reflected on the concept of
growth mindset and discussed our own experiences of a fixed and growth mindset. The children are in
the process of writing their own picture book to motivate their readers to be resilient and to aim high.
This week we have enjoyed the children’s creativity and enthusiasm for our British Science Week
activities and competitions. The children learned that inventions are not always about creating ideas
from scratch but we can also adapt and improve existing products. We studied the work of different
inventors including Louis Braille and Ruth Wakefield. The children made their own Braille Boards from
clay. They then planned and made their own inventions.

Year 6 - Heads and Deputies
Hello everybody, welcome back to School!! We are the Heads and Deputies and this is our first blog.
Our names are Akain (Head Boy), Naomi (Head Girl), Sasha (Deputy Head Girl) and Joseph (Deputy
Head Boy).
As Heads and Deputies, we have done Zoom meetings with Mrs Perry, talking about the Rights
Respecting School Award. For those of you that didn’t know, we have achieved bronze award and are
now aiming for silver. As a school, we have done a lot already for the silver award, but we are open to
new suggestions and ideas to make The Downley School even better!!!
This week, in assemblies, we have been talking about Science week and International Woman’s Day.
Also in our classes we have been making up our own inventions for British Science Week.
Linking into our topic of Inventors Workshop, we have been studying some books called ‘Girls Think of
Everything’, ‘Three Cheers for Inventors’ and ‘Mistakes That Worked’. In these books, they are about
inventions, like windscreen wipers, choc chip cookies and so on.
During lockdown, the pupils have been attending Zoom lessons every day, for 3 hours minimum per
day, which included English, Maths and another topic, such as science, Music, PSHE and History. We
also, despite being on Zoom, continued book week, by dressing up and making hats.
Coming back to school, we have started with therapeutic lessons, including art, reading and some
children’s university work.

Year 6 – Bloggers
Welcome to our first blog! We are the Year 6 Blogging Prefects. We’re thrilled to tell you what has
been going on here at TDS.
School has been different lately, as we have been doing online school via Zoom. Last week, we were
celebrating World Book Day, by decorating hats or dressing up as our favourite book character. We
looked at a lot of different genres of books. Also, we watched a video from authors of our choice. As
well as this, we were able to have stories read for us by our Reading Buddies.
We will be interviewing one of our Oak Team Captains, Sophie.
“I think it was really nice that the younger children in our school got to listen to the Reading Prefects
read a chapter of a book.”
This week is British Science Week. We will be celebrating it by doing lots of different activities as
classes and year groups. Some of these activities are making different inventions using recyclable
items. We are also doing the zoom in and zoom out competition, where we get a picture that is
zoomed in and we have to predict what it is. If our prediction is correct we will win. As well as that, we
are making chairs, by using cardboard etc. We’re also building a structure out of natural materials to
see which class can make the tallest tower.
As we have just recently come back to school, we are doing therapeutic activities. These include art,
drama etc. for two weeks. After the two weeks, we are doing assessments (in most years) to check
where we are at with our learning. We are also learning about inventions created by women.
Inventions can be made by mistake or on purpose. By mistake chocolate chip cookies were made!
Written by Ananya, Kalina, Mia.M and Daisy

Family Worker – Mrs Wilkins
Hello - I am the new Family Support Worker at The Downley School. My name
is Mrs Wilkins and I am based in the school’s family room. I am a mum myself,
to three teenage boys, and have worked in a number of Bucks schools
previously.
It’s been lovely to see so many of your smiley faces at the school gate each day already and its fantastic
that I am finally getting to meet some of the children in person. I will be at the school gate each day
(come rain or shine) and so do come and say ‘hello’ or approach me if you need any help or information.
I may not have all the answers (particularly at the moment as I am new to the school) however hopefully
I can help you to work out how to find them!
My role is to provide support for the children who attend this school as well as supporting their families
with advice and information concerning school or home life. I can help you with any worries you may
have in relation to your child’s education, behaviour and well-being and I am also here as someone to
talk to if you need it. Advice and support is confidential, although concerns relating to the safeguarding
of children will always be dealt with in accordance with the school's Safeguarding and Child Protection
Policies. I am also one of the school’s designated safeguarding leads.
The full school return is a huge welcome to all the school staff who have missed not having all the
children here physically in schools. Through our therapeutic curriculum over the last two weeks the
children have had time to settle back into routines, build back those bonds with other pupils and have
an opportunity to talk about their feelings and emotions. It has been lovely to hear their voices and
laughter in the classrooms and corridors. We are all immensely proud of how well the children have
coped and taken it, to a large extent, in their stride.
The school return is also that first step back to some sort of normalcy for all us adults too, after what has
been an extremely challenging year. I want to say please do not feel alone if you have been dealing with
negative changes to your children’s behaviour at home over the past months. I have spoken to a few
parents already and there are definitely some common themes – angry outbursts, irritability and trouble
sleeping etc where previously this has not been the case. You may be interested to read an article by the
NSPCC who have summarised young person’s key concerns about the pandemic from those that have
accessed their services. https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/2195/what-children-are-saying-childlineabout-coronavirus.pdf hopefully given a return to routine’s and a more normal life, gradually and with
some patience, this will change for those parents experiencing this. Please do feel free to call and discuss
your child’s behaviour if you are worried or concerned.
I want to leave you with the analogy of ‘putting on your own oxygen mask first’ which has helped me to
remember to not be too tough on myself especially when it comes to parenting. Having spent a, lot of
time with our families over the last year, it’s important to make sure we all get some ‘me time’, talk and
reach out if we are struggling. This is an important metaphor for those who spend a great deal of their
time taking care of others Taking care of others can easily deplete the care-giver and we can only look
after others if we take care of ourselves. Remember, it isn’t selfish to take care of yourself, it’s necessary!

Outdoor Learning
The children have been outside for much of the first two
weeks back. Being outside has fitted in perfectly with our
therapeutic learning and science week. Over the last month
or so we have observed strange ice phenomena, newly
emerging seedlings and strange new animal activity in the
grounds.

Spring is definitely on its way and we can feel the changes
here at Downley. The birdsong has changed, the kites are
fixing their nest in the old oak and the tree seedlings are
starting to emerge in the woods. Maybe if you’re out this
weekend you could look and listen for some of these things
too!

We’ve been busy at school creating new learning areas in and
around the bus. Hopefully this should allow us to do a greater
variety of activities in a greater variety of weathers!
Talking of the weather, if you have discovered that your
children’s wellies no longer fit please check out the “welly
swap” just outside the school office.

This week year 6 went on a walk and created a nature A-Z of things
they saw. Maybe, if you’re going on a walk this weekend, you could
try this too? I’ll start you off with the purple flowers to the right,
they begin with “V”, usually a tricky letter to find something for.
Alternatively you could try to find natural items in every colour of
the rainbow?

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 03.09.2020 – 19.03.2021 – 68.86%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 08th March 2021 – 98.19%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 15th March 2021 - 97.24%

School Office
Inset Day
There will be a staff training day on Monday 7th June 2021. The school will be closed to all pupils.
Absences
All absences need to be reported to the school office via the school absence line for every day that your
child is absent. If your family are self-Isolating please notify the school office of your initial date and final
date of isolation.
Drop off and Collection
Please adhere to your designated drop off and collection times as we have had some early and late
arrivals and collections. To ensure a socially distant entrance and exit of the school premises it is
important that you arrive and leave at the timings given.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder pupils should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Late Items
We are unable to accept late items via the office unless there are extenuating circumstance. If your child
forgets their water bottle they will be provided with a cup. If your child forgets their reading record they
will need to return it on the Friday of the next week. We appreciate your support with this.
Please do not enter the school foyer unless there is an emergency that you need assistance with. With
any non-urgent queries please email office@thedownleyschool.co.uk or call the office on 01494 527033.

The Downley School Diary – 2020/2021
Please Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
April 2021
Friday 2nd April – Friday 16th
Easter Break
April
May 2021
Monday 3rd May
Bank Holiday – School closed to all pupils
st
th
Monday 31 May – Friday 4
Half Term Break
June
June 2021
Monday 7th June
Inset Day
July 2021
Tuesday 6th July
Common Transition Day
nd
Wednesday 22 July –Monday
Summer Holiday
31st August
September 2021 – New Academic Year
Tuesday 1st September
Inset Day

