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Head Teacher’s Comment
Having read the newsletter and sitting here in glorious sunshine we could be excused for
forgetting just for a moment that we are not in a pandemic. I look out of my office window
onto children learning, growing and succeeding together. They are so animated and excited
about their learning and school. My thanks go to our whole school community for all of the
efforts they have made to make this such a safe, happy and stable place of learning.
Please all remember that whilst we are allowed to see loved ones and mix, we still need to
be careful. We are not over it yet even when the weather lifts our spirits. It has been a long
and arduous journey this year to date, however I would not have wanted to be anywhere
else than at The Downley School.
Our children have just taken the first full assessments to support us in ensuring that we
pitch learning at the right levels. We will need some time to really investigate the impact of
the lockdowns and blended learning.
On the topic of honesty, thank you for all of the continued words of support and gratitude
we are receiving. Also, the amazing cakes delivered for the staff (boxed for bubbles as well).
The pathway back published by the government says that we must remain following the
control measures for the foreseeable future. This means working in bubbles and socially
distancing whenever possible. As a school we have done exceptionally well in infection
control which is due to a concerted effort from all of our community.
Parking remains a real issue for us. We have put cones out to try to prevent irresponsible
parking. Local residents have contacted us pleading for support to stop this. I can only
appeal to you all to think before bringing our vehicles up Faulkner Way. When the weather
is like this why not park at the Co-op or Tesco and walk your children down? Let’s work
together to stay safe.

School Values
Our focus value for the month of April is Honesty
Being honest is telling the truth about what actually happened, based on facts and real events. Telling
the whole truth, is not leaving out parts in order to hide something or change the context of what you
are saying.
There are many different ways that we can be seen to be honest. Being honest helps us feel better
about ourselves, as we aim to keep a clear conscience and be viewed as trustworthy.
Here are five different ways we can show honesty.
1. Think before you speak.
2. Say what you mean and mean what you say.
3. Communicate in an open and honest way.
4. Simplify your statements so that everyone clearly understands your message.
5. Say things as they are rather than embellishing or not being transparent.
Over the month of April, we will be looking at different ways we can show honesty.
We can achieve this by going through fun activities at school like role plays and hot seat challenges.
Below is an honesty story you can share with your children.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvquJ1hm7nI
On behalf of The Downley School I hope you all a lovely holiday and stay safe.
Mr. Rushant
Values Lead

Reception
In Reception, the children have continued with our inventions
topic and creative process needed when inventing. After being
inspired by the story of ‘Boy and Bot’, they have created some
wonderful robots using a range of different media. They even
added moving parts and could make their robots dance!

After planting some of our own sunflowers, we found a vase with sunflowers on the table and created
our first still life. The children were asked to look very carefully at the vase and the flowers and paint
exactly what they could see. We are now very excited to see our own sunflowers grow. We are showing
great responsibility by looking after them; watering them, ensuring they have plenty of sunshine and
even singing to them!

On Thursday mornings we always go to the Dell and during our
last couple of visits there has been some fantastic teamwork. The
children are excellent explorers. They have been working on
climbing trees, mounting the steep hills and creating their own
dens in amongst the trees.

This week, the focus is on Easter. The children have been learning about digraphs through a very exciting
phonics Easter egg hunt. We met a character called Mr Bunny in ‘Mr Bunny’s Chocolate Factory’ and
have been inspired to craft portraits of him through collage, create Easter bunny patterns and write an
Easter card.

It has been marvellous to see how well the children settled back into being at school and have been
taking full advantage of all the opportunities provided. The reception Team would like to wish you a
lovely Easter and a restful holiday with lots of sunshine.

Year 1
We have had a very busy week in Year one! This week, the children have been learning outside during discovery
time, spent time in the Dell and The Broken Oak. Year one thrive being outside and it has been great to see
them develop their independent learning skills. The children have also been showing their creative sides as we
design and make a chair out of cardboard for the whole school competition.
In maths, the children have been learning about multiplication and division. The children have been using
mathematical language e.g. groups of/lots of in the classroom and they have been showing how to make groups
of objects outside. We used Q-tips and paint to show our arrays in the classroom. The children worked very well
independently and called their teacher when they were ready to show off their great work!

For English, we have introduced a new book called ‘Snowflake Bentley’ which links to our topic
‘Inventor’s Workshop’. The story is non-fiction and tells the story of Wilson Bentley who was fascinated
by snowflakes. Year one has been busy making their own snowflakes, working on their comprehension
skills, going on a phonics hunt and completing observational drawings during English discovery time.
Also, in The Broken Oak, children took part in a treasure hunt where they were focusing on using the
word ‘and’ to join sentences together.

Science has been great fun as we explore different materials. We worked in groups and each group was
the name of a material. We then became detectives and went around the classroom to find items that
were made from that material. We then wrote down all the materials we could find and shared our
finding with the other groups.
Inspired by inventors and the creations of our chairs we have also been using our teamwork skills by
creating some fantastic dens or habitats for animals in The Dell. We had to think how we would get the
structures to stand and what materials within The Dell could be used.

Year 2
The children in year two have settled back into school life extremely well. All the adults are in awe of
their new found confidence and their enthusiasm to learn.
We celebrated St Patrick’s Day in true style this year as the children watched some river dance, watched
the All-Ireland Gaelic Football Championship and finished off the day by learning some Gaelic football
skills from Miss Dorrian. As the children were so engaged and loved learning the new skills, we continued
the Gaelic football in PE.

Our whole school topic for this term is ‘The Inventors Workshop’. This topic allows the children to
explore and investigate how things work and where they have come from but also provide them with
opportunities to be creative and bring their own ideas/inventions to life.
We introduced our topic with our wonderful quality central text ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’. The
children got the chance to explore the story and recognise and understand new vocabulary relating to
the story.
In geography, we took our learning to The Dell. The children were investigating the different parts of the
United Kingdom and collected facts for each country on fact sheets that were hanging on the trees down
in The Dell. The children loved the sense of independence they had to discover this new information to
help them fill out their own maps of the United Kingdom. They learned the countries that make up the
UK, their capital cities and also the sea’s that surround us.

We continued learning about the skill of Staying Positive during skills builder and will continue to do so
to add our badges on Children’s University.
Continuing with our topic, the children were introduced to their first inventor ‘Alexander Bell’. We
discovered the key stages of his life as he grew up and became the person who invented the
telephone. The children then brought Alexander Bell’s life to the classroom by acting out the key parts
in his life. We looked at different types of phones and discussed how they have progressed and
evolved through the years. The children got very creative, and we actually made our very own
telephones out of paper cups and string. There were many mistakes, but the children used trial and
error techniques while constructing and figuring out how the telephones could work. They had lots of
fun and great conversations where had through the successfully created telephones.

Year 2 Continued…

All the children have been very busy designing, constructing and finalising their cardboard chair for our
whole school competition. They worked extremely hard on it and demonstrated great communication
and teamwork skills throughout the process.

Year 3

It has been great to see how quickly Year 3 have re-adapted to school life over the past weeks. Children
and teachers alike are enjoying being back at school. Last week, as well as our continued focus on values
and behaviours, the children enjoyed building dens and having science lessons in our beautiful woodland
campus. We were also treated to some dramatic playground poetry performances.

We learned about the Wright brothers, reading about their journey to becoming inventors. The
children’s fact file writing on this topic was accompanied by some incredible technical drawings of their
aeroplane. Thereafter, we used measuring sticks to measure distances flown by our own paper
aeroplanes.
This week, our immersive curriculum focus on inventions has taken a local focus, and we have been
building chairs of all shapes and sizes. This has been a simply fabulous activity and the children have
enjoyed the combination of technical skills, maths and art involved in the process. As well as their own
individual designs, we have been working on class chairs, with all children involved in measuring, cutting
and decorating our furniture!

These class chairs generated huge excitement, and there was no small degree of amazement that they
would actually take the weight of a child or adult.

Year 4
This week as part of our whole school ’Inventor’s Workshop’, the children have enjoyed working on
creating our class chairs which will be judged this week by a member of the chair making museum –
using the creative skills we discussed while learning about the different inventors this term eg.
Alexander Bell, The Wright Brothers and Mary Anderson! The competition has really given us an
opportunity to show off our creativity, to improve our teamwork and problem solving as well as having
lots of fun!

As part of this theme. we moved onto looking at a fiction text ’Clockwork’ by Phillip Pullman and focusing
on suspense recently; the children were animated to hear, act and write about how Karl had a lucky
escape from Sir Ironsoul! The children went on to create their own piece of suspense writing.

We have also enjoyed developing our personal skills through ‘Skills Builder’ and thinking about helping
ourselves and others ‘Stay Positive’ as well as reflecting on the value of Kindness for this month.

On Monday, Mrs Taylor set the whole school a challenge about creating a poster about why our school
is so special. It allowed us to reflect and think about how lucky we are to have such amazing grounds
around school such as the Broken Oak, The Dell and the sheep field and not forgetting the chickens.
In PE, we are starting Basketball and continuing with our cross country to keep up our fitness. We had
some fun dribbling the ball and even took a few target shots. We will be continuing with PE on Mondays
and Wednesday each week after the Easter holidays.
In RE, we started our new topic on Founders and Prophets in relation to Hinduism. The children were
very positive about showing their ability to show curiosity and understanding.

We would like to wish you all a lovely Easter – hopefully seeing friends and family and look forward to having
the children back for an exciting summer curriculum!

Year 5
So, we are at the end of the Spring Term 2021! And what a year for so many reasons, for all of us. May I
take this opportunity on behalf of Years 5 and 6 to say thank you for all the supportive messages during
this difficult term. They are very much appreciated.
Year 5 has been getting stuck into their learning over the last few weeks. We have been busy with chair
designing and making, hockey skills, geographical fieldwork skills and enjoying stories and using our
imagination to create our own. The children have also been busy developing their pencil skills,
experimenting with shading, patterns and textures. Some of the children even added words and letters
for impact and effect.

The year group has been a hub of activity taking part in the chair competition. Each class has had to
design a chair out of cardboard and this chair needs to be strong enough for a small child to sit on. The
children have researched chair making and they have learned that High Wycombe was the chair making
capital of the world. Each child has had to design a chair and then build a prototype. The children pulled
together their ideas and designs to build one chair per class. The judging will take place next Wednesday.
So please send good luck our way!

The children this week have been further developing their skills in Hockey, focusing on their passing and
shooting on the move. The children were faced with the challenge of dribbling in pairs and passing the
ball to each other through a narrow gap, switching angles each time. Once each student was within
shooting, they practiced their shooting technique. At the end of the lesson the children had a chance to
apply their skills in a short game. The children worked collaboratively as a team, communicating and
supporting each other throughout the lesson.

Year 6
The last few weeks have been exciting, and we are now thoroughly immersed into our topic of The
Inventor’s Workshop.
The focus of the last week has been on chair making. As many of you will already know, High Wycombe
has a rich history of chair and furniture making. Children explored this and analysed chairs, focusing on
size, colour, purpose, recline, comfort and so on. After analysing example chairs, they applied their
learning to design and plan their own prototype. We had some great ideas, and these were executed
very well, when it came to actually building their chair in groups! Each class will be entering their winning
design into the whole school competition.

We have continued to work on Skills Builder, focusing on the skill of staying positive. We have learned
all about how to recognise emotions and how to turn a negative into a positive.
Children enjoyed learning outdoors with Mrs Haworth, when we recapped mathematical averages and
how to calculate the mean. The key question was how many points does a holly leaf have on it? Children
collected holly leaves and then created a whole class pictogram, finally working in groups to calculate
the mean.

May we take this opportunity to say well done to all the children during assessment week! They all tried
their best and worked with such care. Fantastic work year 6!

Year 6 - Heads and Deputies
In assembly this week we have been talking about National World Poetry Day. We made an acrostic
poem as a whole school that made up The Downley School. World Poetry Day is on the 21st of March
and so we had an assembly about it. In classes we have been talking about different poets such as
Michael Rosen, Joshua Seigal and so on.
We have been making chairs in our classes. We have been looking at different chairs, such as the famous
Windsor chair and lounge chairs. Adding on to this, we have been planning and making different chairs,
by using cardboard, wood and paint.

The winners of the science week competitions are…. Giant Pandas for the zoom in zoom out contest and
Dugongs for the tallest tower made by nature products! Well Done!
Have a good week everyone.
Written by Akain, Sasha, Joseph and Naomi.

Year 6 – Bloggers
Hello, this is our second blog in year 6! In this newsletter we will be talking about
gardening club and school council/the meetings.
In gardening club, we were digging up weeds and nettles near the bus, in order to try and
create a place to eat and read. This area is for all year groups. Mrs. Haworth is the leader
of gardening club and is also in charge of looking after the sheep and chickens.
We have interviewed Sasha (the Deputy Head Girl) about her opinion on the idea of
reading on the bus. “I think it is an excellent idea, as people will have more fun reading
and won’t be as distracted as they might be in the classroom, or in the playground.”
As we are back at school, the council meetings have restarted. We have interviewed one
of our school council members, Alfie. “Thank you to all parents and carers, for beating
our record for Red Nose Day, with a total of £573!” All pupils next month will be looking
at the value of honesty. Some pupils commented how they could use honesty, by trusting
others and showing loyalty.
This week we have started full curriculum lessons again, such as Maths and English.
Written by - Daisy, Mia M, Ananya & Kalina.

Family Worker
The family room is now well and truly up and running and I am now getting to meet a number of children
to introduce myself and say hello. With the bubbles in place for safety this is obviously not as fast as I
would want or like however over the next term, I hope to meet the majority of the school’s pupils.
E-Safety and screen time
I have been contacted by a CEOP Ambassador from RUSafe? Bucks this week about concerning rise
they are seeing in reported incidents of online grooming of children and, in particular, concerns over
the app YUBO and Snapchat. Both these apps 13+ and are therefore strongly discouraged for use by
primary school age children. With these concerns in mind, as well as comments from parents/carers I
speak to about the daily battle they experience of managing screen time with their child, I have
produced a slightly longer piece for the newsletter on this subject. Due to the fact this is lengthier this
will be sent out separately to this newsletter and I strongly encourage parents/carers to read it.
Parenting Group
Please see the following information from The Walking With You group:
The Walking With You group is a safe space where you can talk freely among people who are walking
the same path as you, there is no judgment and it is completely confidential.
The group is open to anyone who is supporting a child/young person experiencing difficulties up to the
age of 25. (You do not need to have a child/young person under CAMHS to join the group).
At each session we have representation from CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health service) who
are available to answer any questions you may have and also to support/sign post. We will generally
have a theme and invite along the relevant professionals, in the past we have had psychiatrists, clinical
psychologists and neurodevelopmental professionals attending.
There is also plenty of opportunity to share/talk to other parents who also have a wealth of knowledge,
but if you would rather just listen that is fine also. You can just sit in the background and listen, especially
at first if you want to see how the group goes.
If you have any further questions or you would like to join, please contact Participation Lead, Roxy
Uritescu at roxy.uritescu@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
Have a lovely Easter break and stay safe,
Mrs Wilkins

Outdoor Learning

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 03.09.2020 – 01.02.2021 – 97.27%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 22nd March 2021 – 96.2%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 29th March 2021 – 95.91%

School Office
Inset Day
There will be a staff training day on Monday 7th June 2021. The school will be closed to all pupils.
Absences
All absences need to be reported to the school office via the school absence line for every day that your
child is absent. If your family are self-Isolating, please notify the school office of your initial date and
final date of isolation.
Drop off and Collection
Please adhere to your designated drop off and collection times as we have had some early and late
arrivals and collections. To ensure a socially distant entrance and exit of the school premises it is
important that you arrive and leave at the timings given.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder - pupils should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Late Items
We are unable to accept late items via the office unless there are extenuating circumstance. If your child
forgets their water bottle they will be provided with a cup. If your child forgets their reading record, they
will need to return it on the Friday of the next week. We appreciate your support with this.
Please do not enter the school foyer unless there is an emergency that you need assistance with. With
any non-urgent queries please email office@thedownleyschool.co.uk or call the office on 01494 527033.

The Downley School Diary – 2020/2021
Please Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
April 2021
Friday 2nd April – Friday 16th
Easter Break
April
May 2021
Monday 3rd May
Bank Holiday – School closed to all pupils
st
th
Monday 31 May – Friday 4
Half Term Break
June
June 2021
Monday 7th June
Inset Day
July 2021
Tuesday 6th July
Common Transition Day
nd
Wednesday 22 July –Monday
Summer Holiday
31st August
September 2021 – New Academic Year
Tuesday 1st September
Inset Day

