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Head Teacher’s Comment
School this week has really felt like we are all truly back to learning and are moving
forward. Seeing the absolute passion and enthusiasm the children have for our topic
is wonderful. It is so important that we are able to share these experiences through
the irresistible curriculum.
Classrooms are being transformed into underwater worlds and the quality central texts
are supporting their knowledge, understanding and vocabulary. These are the citizens
of the future and I honestly feel we are in safe hands.
As we gradually come out of restrictions we are trying to keep a healthy balance for us
all. We are taking the stance of caution for everyone. Whilst we cannot wait to use the
hall, meet as a whole school team and put on a show we must be mindful that we are
still uncertain as to what may still happen. We will of course keep you up to date.
I will sign off today in a reflective tone. I want to say well done to everyone in our
community for navigating this tricky voyage as a team. We have worked together for
the safety of our children and this has been rewarded in their attitudes and love for
their school.

Reception
Last week we continued our learning all about the deep blue and its inhabitants and we are beginning to find out
about the impact of litter and pollution in the oceans, how does it affect sea creatures and what do we need to
do to improve things.
We received a devastating letter from a local pirate, Captain Treasure Cove, who has been finding so much litter
whilst searching for buried treasure. He is very disappointed and has asked for our help! We are studying a
selection of books about saving the world from pollution, starting with ‘Clean Up!’ which tells the story of a girl
who organises a beach clean-up. The children are comparing jars of clean and ‘polluted’ water and describing
what they can see, finding phonemes written on pieces of plastic in the water tray which they can use to make
words, drawing pictures and writing a sentence about polluted oceans, and making posters to encourage people
not to be litter bugs (AKA scallywags as the pirates would say!).

In our maths sessions, the children have been learning about capacity and volume by talking about empty, half
full and full containers, comparing sandcastles and working out why one sandcastle was bigger than the other
even though both containers were full. This week, our focus in maths is weight. The children are using balancing
scales to work out which object is heavier or lighter and explaining how they know this.

The children are having fun developing their artistic skills by painting pictures of a beach and then ‘littering’ it with
snack wrappers and plastic. They are using egg boxes to make wonderful moving fish and a selection of collage
materials to create wonderful rainbows.

Year 1
In maths this week, we have been looking at capacity. The children have been using different containers
to compare capacity and asked questions about how many litres could fit into a bucket. The children
estimated their answers and we filled the bucket; one litre at a time, they were shocked to see the bucket
could hold 8 litres!

For English, Year one have been introduced to question marks and exclamation marks. We have been
looking at statements and questions to decide where the punctuation goes. The children came up with
their own questions to ask their friends during one of our lessons. The children have really been enjoying
the story of the snail and the whale and this has been a great focus during our English lessons.
Year one turned into inventors during science this week. As we are focusing on materials, the children
have been learning about plastic pollution in the oceans. We decided to repurpose our plastic and the
children designed ideas for our plastic bottles. Some creations included jet packs, vases, piggy banks and
rockets all made from plastic bottles.
The children were so excited to start their computing lessons this term. For our first lesson, the children
were introduced to the word algorithm and had to follow instructions to create a Lego tower. They had
to listen carefully to their partner’s instructions. During lesson 2, we had to follow instructions on the
computer to create a picture of a fish and a bird on purple mash. The children did a fantastic job at
logging into their purple mash account and following instructions. They loved it!

For geography, year one have been learning about their school and local area. They have discussed
villages, towns, countries and continents. We used google maps to zoom in on Downley and they were
fascinated by this. We also discussed shops, clubs and schools in the local area.

Year 2
It has been another busy week in Year 2. The children have taken a deep dive into their Deep Blue topic and
learned lots about the Blue Whale.
Writing and fact finding have been a massive focus for the past few weeks. The children were given the challenge
of writing a description of the Blue Whale so that people would know more about them. The children used the
internet to research facts about whales so that they had lots of information to write about. The children
remembered their learning about internet safety to ensure they kept themselves safe whilst using the World Wide
Web. They have written some amazing descriptions!
To help them describe the blue whale the children made collages using tissues paper. During this activity, children
discussed the different parts of the whale and came up with adjectives to describe them.

It has been very exciting to see the children go from strength to strength in maths over the past year. They have
developed lots of written and mental strategies to help with solving mathematical calculations. To show they have
a secure understanding of addition and subtraction calculations the children practiced inverse operations, this
week. They learnt that they can use this to help them solve missing number calculations and check their answers.
There are three very important rules for the inverse. See if they can remember what they are.
The children can talk about how the sea helps us. They created models using Lego to show how the sea used for
transport, power and food.
A boat and a lighthouse.

Our science topic this term is plants, the children can talk about what plants need to grow and will be planting
and observing how they grown over the next few weeks. The children wrote step by step instruction on how to
plant seeds in preparation for their planting session next week.

Year 3
Year 3 really enjoyed getting to grips with money in maths, and we were delighted to hear how many
children have managed to pay for things with cash (and check their change) outside of school. The
children found the process of buying items in our role-playing fun and informative, and were rewarded
with more play money for each sum recorded in their books.

Last week, we moved onto fractions and explored equivalents using hands on resources, building to an
understanding of equivalent fractions 2/4 = 1/2. We then tackled some more challenging word
problems.
Our value this month is determination, and our classes have shown great determination in producing
some excellent non-chronological reports on sperm whales. They took great pleasure in researching
these amazing creatures and will likely be keen to share with you details on how the whales are able to
hunt in the dark, how they sleep, their life cycle and biology.
In art, we created a cave-like experience for our stone-age mud art. Painting upside down proved a little
messy, but we harvested mud and crawled under tables to bring some authenticity!

Year 4
In English, we have been really enjoying writing diary entries based on our QCT ‘Song of the dolphin boy’. We had
a hot seating activity where we had to put ourselves in Finn’s shoes and describe what it was like to meet and
swim with a Dolphin! We then used this to help us write our diary entries about our fun filled adventure. We have
practised using features such as informal language and using more advanced sentence structure.
Last week in maths we have been working on decimals and recognising tenths and hundreths and completing
sequences to 2 decimal places and this week we have been converting measures of length.

In science, we have started our new topic of Sound, we had lots of fun investating with how sound is created with
lots of noise but lots of fun!

Being inspired by our whole school theme ‘The Deep Blue’, we have designed and are starting to create some
bunting using the Batik technique. We drew our design in our sketchbooks and then traced them onto pieces of
fabric ready for the next stage which was using hot wax and then painted on the ink around the rest of our designs.

We are continuing to develop our hand to eye coordination in rounders and you can see us putting our techniques
into action!
Do remember to check out our mid-week Tweets
on Twitter – you can see them via the home page of
the school website even if you are not on Twitter!

Year 5
Hello. Year 5 are very “deep into their blue!” topic this term and have been working hard, enjoying their
learning and having a wonderful time.
We have been focusing on our core skills of writing and mathematics. Working outside with decimal
numbers, rounding, comparing them and solving real life problems. The team have been very impressed
with the focus and concentration skills the children have been developing. The children have continued
to read our Quality Central Text - Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo and with this, consolidating
and deepening their written skills. We have been particularly focusing on expanded noun phrases and
reflected on what makes these so important and effective in a narrative piece of writing.

In History we have dived into the world of the Vikings. We have learned about how the Vikings invaded
England, who King Alfred was and why he was a brave and compassionate leader. We watched a video
about the Viking boats called long boats and how they made these boats impenetrable, so the enemy
could not defeat them. The pupils made their own boats out of recycled materials. We tested the boats
outside to see if they could float.

This week’s focus was on Claude Monet, one of the most important Impressionist Painters. The children
began their journey by representing the six key characteristics of impressionism; working fast to capture
the effect of the moment, working outside, not using black, avoid using blending paintbrush marks,
capturing the effects of light and utilising contrasting colours.

Year 6
Year 6 have had a busy few weeks, fully immersed into our new learning, based on our termly topic: The
Deep Blue.
Our quality central text is The Boy Who Met a Whale and we have been recapping the features used in
writing to entertain, by producing lots of short pieces of writing based on the novel. These have included
re-writing chapters in a way that builds tension, revisiting the use of speech punctuation by writing a
conversation that the two main characters might have had and learning about how to use semi-colons.
We have also been introduced to our new writing purpose – persuade. Children learned the acronym
AFOREST to remember the features that should be used in persuade. We have enjoyed persuading
people to visit Sri Lanka (which was called Serendib at the time that the novel is set), as it combined our
writing, art and geography skills.
We are also enjoying reading all about David Attenborough in Guided Reading lessons, as our non-fiction
focus for the term is a book called David Attenborough: A Life Story. We have also been looking at a
range of poetry linked to the oceans and Sri Lanka in Guided Reading.
In maths, we have been revisiting and consolidating our knowledge of fractions and solving problems
involving fractions and the four operations. Children came up with a range of strategies to solve these
problems and were shows both pictorial and abstract (written) methods.
Linked to our topic of The Deep Blue, we have been learning all about biomes and the features of the
different types of biomes. Children are looking forward to making their own 3D biomes in our Geography
and Art lessons soon. Look out for images of the 3D models on our Twitter page!
In science, children enjoyed conducting their own experiments. Firstly, they developed their own lines
of enquiry, then deciding on which variables to change and which to keep the same. Then they carried
out the experiments and recorded the results. We are looking forward to learning all about electricity
and circuits in our new Science topic.

Year 6 - Heads and Deputies
Welcome back, we hope you all had a good Easter! Recently, we have been starting the National
Stamp Competition for the Royal Mail, our new topic, The Deep Blue and our new value,
Determination!
The National Stamp Competition is an event held every year, this year’s theme is our Pandemic
Heroes. Such as Captain Tom Moore, Key Workers, The NHS and more. You design a stamp and
send it to the Royal Mail. After that, the winners get sent to The Queen and if you win, you win
money for the School and yourself.

Throughout the whole school, we have been learning about The Deep Blue as our topic and to
help stop pollution in the ocean. In each class, we have different books linking into our topic
(for example, year 6 are reading The Boy Who Met a Whale, year 3 are reading Whale Boy). In
addition, we have watched a whole school assembly on The Deep Blue and how plastic
pollution ends up in our oceans.
Written by Akain, Naomi, Joseph and Sasha.

Year 6 – Bloggers

Hello, we hope you enjoyed the Easter holidays! This is our 3rd blog, we will be talking
about our new value, determination. As well as no screen week, which is in fact this week!
As it is May, we are celebrating the value of determination. This means we should never
give up and put our very best in our work! So even in subjects we don’t necessarily enjoy,
we should give our best and try again, if something does not go to plan.
Do you spend time on your screen, watch the television? We all do. Last week (3rd May
until 7th May) we tried to limit our screen time, or not use electronic devices at all! This
included gaming devices, our phone and in the classroom we will tried to cut down the
time on our smart boards.
Perhaps you can try and take part in no screen week!
By Mia M, Ananya, Daisy & Kalina
Year 6 Blogging Prefects

Outdoor Learning
The cherry blossom is nearly over now
and is being replaced by the much larger
apple blossom. The ancestors of our
apples come from Kazakhstan, but they
have been improved by breeding with
different varieties over the years. The
Romans were thought to have brought
bigger, sweeter and juicier apples to our
country. You may see apple blossom in
your garden or the local hedges or
woods.

Some of our old Oak trees on site may be
looking a bit old and tired at the moment,
but we have lots of things living in and on
them at school.
There are over 2300 organisms associated
with oak trees including:
38 bird species
229 bryophytes (mosses and liverworts)
108 fungi
1178 invertebrates (minibeasts)
716 lichens
31 mammals
We’re just wondering who has taken up
residence in this big oak by the pond?

Do you know how to tell the age of a
tree? Do your children know how to age
a tree? Maybe this weekend you could
take them to the woods and look for
freshly cut tree stumps. Every ring (or
heart!) is worth one year. Maybe your
child could find a tree the same age as
themselves – or even you?

Outdoor
Family Worker
Learning

Mental Health Awareness Week Hosted by the Mental Health Foundation is 10th-16th May 2021
The theme of Mental Health Awareness Week this year is 'Nature' and this is something we are extremely lucky to
have lots of at The Downley School. Our outdoor environment and facilities really do take your breath away; from our
chickens, sheep, pond, broken oak area, the dell, amphitheatre, and views for miles over to West Wycombe. The
children love being outside and outdoor learning is integrated into all aspects of our curriculum.
Even though we might not be conscious of it, I think we all intrinsically know the benefit of nature on our mental
health. There is something about the quiet calm of nature that is contagious. According to the Mental Health
Foundation;
‘During the long months of the pandemic, millions of us turned to nature. Our research on the mental health impacts
of the pandemic showed going for walks outside was one of our top coping strategies and 45% of us reported being in
green spaces had been vital for our mental health. Websites which showed footage from webcams of wildlife saw hits
increase by over 2000%. Wider studies also found that during lockdowns, people not only spent more time in nature
but were noticing it more ‘
So it comes as no surprise that in an article by Dr Lucy Russell, a clinical psychologist and therapist for children and
teenagers, one of her three quick ways to improve the emotional well-being of a child is to get them outside ( by
whatever means necessary) https://www.theyarethefuture.co.uk/quick-wins-emotional-well-being-of-a-child/
Lots of studies highlight the benefit—even necessity—of spending time outside for children and adults. Most studies
agree that children who play outside are happier, more attentive, and less anxious than children who spend more
time indoors. It’s harder for researchers to explain exactly the power of nature in relieving both physical and mental
stress but we do know that being outside in nature for children:








builds confidence
promotes creativity and imagination.
it teaches responsibility.
it provides different stimulation.
gets them moving
it makes them think
it reduces stress and fatigue.

In Ofsted’s ‘Learning Outside of the Classroom’ report which researched the benefits of outdoor learning in schools
says ‘learning outside the classroom can help to make subjects more vivid and interesting for pupils and enhance
their understanding. It can also contribute significantly to pupils' personal, social and emotional development’
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week
https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/mental-health-awareness-week/https://childmind.org/article/why-kids-needto-spend-time-in-nature/

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 03.09.2020 – 14.05.2021 – 97.13%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 3rd May 2021 – 96.46%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 10th May 2021 – 92.66%

School Office
Census Day for Schools - One off Menu Change
Thursday 20th May 2021 is the National Census day for schools. Schools funding from the government
for school meals is dependent on the number of meals ordered on this day, so we are very keen for the
maximum number of orders!
This funding directly benefits all pupils, so the more funding we receive will mean improved provision
for teaching and learning. Attached are details of our one off menu change. If you have already
ordered your child a meal for Thursday 20th May 2021 you will need to log onto the innovate website
and select the meal option of your choice. All previous orders for this day have been cleared for the new
menu. Orders will need to be placed by midnight on Saturday 15th May.
Inset Day
There will be a staff training day on Monday 7th June 2021. The school will be closed to all pupils.
Absences
All absences need to be reported to the school office via the school absence line for every day that your
child is absent. If your family are self-Isolating, please notify the school office of your initial date and
final date of isolation. Please be advised routine appointments during school hours will not be
authorised.
Drop off and Collection
Please adhere to your designated drop off and collection times as we have had some early and late
arrivals and collections. To ensure a socially distant entrance and exit of the school premises it is
important that you arrive and leave at the timings given.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder - pupils should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Late Items
We are unable to accept late items via the office unless there are extenuating circumstance. If your child
forgets their water bottle they will be provided with a cup. If your child forgets their reading record, they
will need to return it on the Friday of the next week. We appreciate your support with this.
Please do not enter the school foyer unless there is an emergency that you need assistance with. With
any non-urgent queries please email office@thedownleyschool.co.uk or call the office on 01494 527033.

The Downley School Diary – 2020/2021
Please Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
May 2021
Thursday 20th May
Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June
June 2021
Monday 7th June
July 2021
Monday 5th July – Thursday 8th July
Tuesday 6th July
Thursday 22nd July –Tuesday 31st
August
September 2021 – New Academic Year
Wednesday 1st September

One off menu change for Inovate – pizza and chips
Half Term Break
Inset Day
Bikeability Training Year 5
Common Transition Day
Summer Holiday

Inset Day

