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Head Teacher’s Comment
As we reach the final half term of this academic year I cannot think of
a better value to reflect this year than determination. We have all
worked as a community with determination to get through this
pandemic together and as safely as possible for us all.
Just reading through this newsletter you will be able to see that we
have not allowed this to impact on our ability to provide our children
with the best possible education.
Our topic of the deep blue has truly inspired some children in their
determination to not accept pollution and change the way we look
after our planet. This is why our irresistible curriculum continues to
drive our school forward. Immersive, first hand experiences that are
meaningful and challenging. We must also remember our vision of
happiness. The pandemic has made this even more important and is
evident throughout the school with children and adults alike.
We have some great plans for next year and look forward to sharing
these with you. Have a wonderful and well-earned half term.

School Values
Determination
The value of this month is determination.
Here at The Downley School, we encourage each and every one to
demonstrate the value of determination. We are determined to learn, to
improve and to grow.

Being determined means not to give up, to keep trying and to approach
challenges with a growth mind set.
An example of determination is when we find a task difficult yet persevere in
our attempts to try again and get it right.
Determination is sometimes doing what needs to be done, even when you do
not feel like doing it.
There are lots of inspirational people who have changed the world with their
determination to make a difference.

Message from the Governors
Hello!
I would like to introduce myself to you as your new Chair of Governors. I am a mother of five wonderful
children who teach me more about life each day, than I thought it was possible to learn in a lifetime! I
am currently working on my PhD and am a great believer in the power of a good education being one of
the best levellers in society. As Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon with
which you can change the world!” I have been a Governor at your school now for over a year and a half,
and have been Chair for about two months. It is a great privilege to serve at The Downley School and I
hope to maintain regular contact with you, the parents, through the Newsletter.
I had the honour of touring the school recently and I met a number of your wonderful children in their
classrooms and at play in the wonderful grounds. The children don’t cease to impress, whether it is how
well they have adapted to Covid regulations or how independent they are as learners. They truly are a
credit to each and every one of you! I will write again about aspects of my visit in forthcoming
newsletters however, what stood out for me more than anything else on my recent visit is how happy
all the children and staff were. As we all know, happy children make the best learners!
We all want what is best for our children and as such, my doors are always open. If you would like to
contact me with any comments, suggestions, or concerns. You can reach me at
chairofgovernors@thedownleyschool.co.uk
Sheam Khan

Reception
What a marvellous half term we have had in Reception! It has been wonderful to see the children show
such an enthusiasm for our ‘Deep Blue’ topic. We have begun to look at the impact of human activity on
our oceans and what we can do to help. Inspired by the lovely tale ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’, we
have researched the impact that litter in our oceans can have on the wildlife. We have been practising
the 4 R’s (inspired by George can save the world by lunchtime) – Reduce, reuse, repair and recycle, in
and out of the classroom. We have been showing such personal commitment to social justice and taking
great care of our environment. The children have been excellent role models of our school values by
taking this learning into their everyday lives- picking up litter whilst playing outdoors, reusing materials
that might be considered junk and turning them into some truly special crafts, repairing any toys that
might be broken, and ensuring we recycle anything that requires it!

The children have been creating their own ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ inspired storybooks about
litter that gets found by an animal in the ocean and accidentally eaten. We are working on writing
sentences with capital letters, finger spaces and full stops but most importantly ensuring they make
sense! We are reading over our work and checking that we know what it says. It has meant lots of
determination to not give up and using our class mantra of ‘You got this!’

In maths, we have begun to estimate (which we like to call ‘making a good guess’) and have been
estimating a range of different things around the class. How many cubes can we fit inside our shoe? How
many marbles are in the jar? How much food is on your party plate? It has been a great opportunity for
everyone to show off their counting skills, as once they have estimated, they count them to see how
close they were.
This week, we have been recognising when and how we might be able to cheer each other up. We are
trying to recognise a range of emotions in others and learn how best we can help. For example, if we see
someone who looks sad, we might offer them a listening ear and remind them of how amazing we think
they are or if someone has become frustrated with their work or a friend they might need time to cool
down and we’ll need to give them space. The children are becoming so sympathetic to one another and
it has been a terrific opportunity for them to show how kind, caring and thoughtful they are!

Year 1
Year one have been doing super work during our Deep Blue topic. They are really enjoying learning about
ocean animals and ocean pollution through lots of different activities.
During English, year one have been focusing on writing a story. We have been learning about what to
include in our writing and how to structure our story using beginning, middle and end. During discovery
time, the children worked in groups to draw their story and share ideas. They all came up with fantastic
ideas and were ready to start using their ideas to write their story. They loved adding characters and
setting the scene!
For maths, we have been revising different topics. The children explored these topics during discovery
time. We did lots of different activities to consolidate our learning this week and the children worked
independently to complete them. Some activities included shape pictures, shape painting, fraction
questions, capacity, money and weighing using the balancing scales. It was a busy week in maths and
the children did great work.

Geography this week allowed us to work in groups to complete our work. As we are learning about maps,
we decided to design symbols for the different areas in our school. Some areas included were The Dell,
The Sheep Field, The bus and The Broken Oak. We came up with lots of different designs but kept them
simple for our maps. Year one really enjoy working in groups and this allowed them to share their ideas
with their peers.

The children have been practising their sea shanties and added two more songs this week! Year one
have been fantastic at their singing. They have added actions and instruments this week and really enjoy
performing the songs inside and outside the classroom.

Year 2
Year 2 have really enjoyed our quality central text this term. ‘The Big Blue Whale’ has enable them to develop
their writing genres’ and so far they have written whale descriptions and recounts.
The children are fully immersed into the topic this has been achieved by lots of cross curricular links. The
children have learnt two sea shanties which they will perform at the end of term. Last week, the started using
instruments to enhance their performance.
In computing lessons, children have been developing their presentation skills. This term they have been able
to make their own quizzes, all about blue whales and have used a range of question types for their peers to
answer. You can find some examples here:

Ring Tailed lemurs

Spider Monkeys

William Morris is a fantastic artist and the children have been studying his most famous pieces of work. The
children used their problem solving and team work skills to piece their work together. They really enjoyed
this activity and could apply their understanding of symmetry, which was their maths concept last week, to
help them put the parts together.

Phonics remains a key focus in year 2 and to give children the opportunity to consolidate their learning we
had a carousel of activities all about suffixes, graphemes and common exception words. The activities were
fun, engaging and gave children a chance to apply new learning and recap what they have learnt so far.

Year 3
In Year 3, we have been doing lots of work on our class book: Whale Boy, by Nicola Davis. The children
have been really enjoying speculating about what Spargo, a mysterious character, is up to! The children
have spent lots of time describing Spargo and identifying all the descriptions of him in the book. They
have written their own descriptions of the suspicious character and this week, they have been using
their descriptions to help them write a letter to Michael’s father, all about his encounters with the
mysterious man! They’ve also been using their descriptive writing to inspire them in their work on
pollution, creating some lovely sentences from pictures of dolphins playing with plastic.

The children have also been working on time recently. They really enjoyed getting to grips with the 12
and 24 hour clocks and beginning to work out intervals between times. Their favourite thing was making
their own clocks to support them in answering questions!

In PE, we have started learning to play touch rugby. Catching skills are progressing quickly, and students
are now enjoying putting skills into practice in matches. A key focus within PE has been learning to lose
gracefully. This was a challenge for some in earlier lessons, but we are now seeing great progress and
sportsmanship.
In Science, we have been exploring plants and carrying out experiments to learn more about what they
need to live. We have been growing two pots of cress, one without leaves and one with leaves, in order
to see how important leaves are to plants.

Year 4
In English, we have been working on non-chronological reports on Dolphins. We were inspired by the
dolphins from our QCT ‘Song of the Dolphin boy’. Inspired by a clip from one of David Attenborough’s
fantastic programmes all about the Deep Blue, we gathered ideas for our writing. We also had lots of
fun doing some research using the laptops to find lots of interesting facts about Dolphins - ask us and
see!

This week in maths we have been working on coordinates, refreshing our learning from remote learning.
We had lots of fun playing Battleship using the skills we had learnt in class – we had lots of competition
betweens pairs.

In music this term, we have loved being outside with Mrs Martin learning all about and performing some
Sea Shanties using different types of instruments and our singing voices as well. We always come back
into class with smiles on our faces and humming the tune.
In RE, we have been continuing with our ‘Founders and Prophets’ topic and we have loved learning about
different prophets and founders and why they are special to so many people. We had lots of interesting
class discussions where children were sharing their beliefs and why the prophets and founders are
special to them and their families.
Assessments - The children have worked hard on their end of half-term assessments. We will contact
you, if there is anything we need to make you aware of specifically to help your child next term, but
please do email us if you need further guidance meanwhile.
Please note that the children will be completing their 2021 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) w/c 22nd
June and a further note to parents has gone out this week with more details.

We would like to wish you all a lovely May half-term,
now we can socialise more readily!
Mrs Fyfe, Miss Donnelly, Mrs Netto and Miss Majid

would like to wish yoovely May half-

Year 5
Hello again. Wow, we cannot believe we have come to the end of another half term. The children have been working
so hard in all their learning, enjoying outside activities and embracing their “Deep Blue” theme involving the Quality
Central Text, Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo and the environmental theme of plastic pollution. We are
looking forward to reading our non-fiction QCT entitled, Smart about Sharks by Owen Davey. We will be very
knowledgeable about sharks by the time we come to July!
This week, Year 5 students have been exploring the meaning of Global citizenship and the impact they can have on the
small scale but also the large scale. They have been learning about the impacts global warming has on the climate
change and the ozone layer. The children have created awareness posters and even performed Water raps for their
fellow classmates. They have learned the importance and responsibility of citizenship at every age.

We have nearly finished Michael Morpurgo’s novel Kensuke’s Kingdom. The pupils were asked to choose a character
from the book and then write a paragraph incorporating adverbials and expanded noun phrases to enhance their
writing and make it more interesting for the reader. They also used cohesive devices (conjunctions, pronouns and
determiners) to link sentences and paragraphs. The children thoroughly enjoyed the activity and produced some
excellent pieces of writing to demonstrate all the features.

We have been learning about humans and how we, and animals grow and change over time. As an investigative
project, linked to humans, we have been investigating the flexibility of our feet! The children had to measure and
record accurately and systematically a series of measurements about their feet and, using a formula, worked out
their arch heights index. This could then show us how flexible their foot is and whether this was down to
environmental factors such as the type of surface we normally play on. The children enjoyed the practical side of
this investigation and it was a great opportunity to use our measuring skills too.

Year 6
We have had a successful half term with a well-deserved break coming up. It has been another busy
week in Year 6.
The children learned the difference between ratio and proportion in maths. They used ratio language
and compared up three items, before using the ratio symbol. They also used fractions to solve proportion
problems, comparing one part to the whole. For more interactive activities, visit
https://nrich.maths.org/9003
This week, Year 6 have been produced some brilliant first draft articles on reducing plastic pollution,
using features of persuasive writing. They used videos, internet research and their own knowledge to
write with detail and grab the reader’s attention. They have spent the week drafting and editing, ready
to write up their final piece in neat.
As part of our Electricity topic, we looked at different parts of a series circuit and used recognised
symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. The children predicted whether the circuits
would work and then tested them in small groups.

In art this week, the children created their very own Zentangles, linked to our topic The Deep Blue.
The Zentangle Method is a relaxing way to create beautiful images by drawing structured patterns. The
children planned their own designs last week, before printing on paper this week.

In geography, the children completed their biomes and thought about items to pack if they visited the
tropical rainforest.
Finally, thank you to our Outdoor and Wellbeing prefects for doing a wonderful job with outdoor
activities this week, including helping their peers plant sunflower seeds.

Year 6 - Heads and Deputies
Hello and welcome to the Head and Deputies blog!
Throughout the school, we have been planting sunflower seeds in toilet rolls! We are doing this to help
the environment around our wonderful school. Our amazing students have been bringing in toilet roll
tubes.
If you’re interested in making a loo roll sunflower pot, here’s how to do it:
-

Firstly, you need to close the bottom
Then, decorate the outside
Thirdly, fill up the tube with soil or compost
Then, plant two seeds! Have fun!! 

In year 6, we have been making biomes to represent certain places on the earth. A biome is a different
place in the world, with different habitats and weather. Using cardboard boxes, paint and outdoor
materials, we created beautiful biomes inside of our boxes.
If you want to create some crafts, linked to The Deep Blue, you could make an aquatic biome, tundra
biome or Antarctic biome.
This is an aquatic biome.

In Year 1, they have enjoyed learning their lines for their school production and sang us a beautiful Sea
Shanty song, in harmony. We loved listening to their sea shanty, because we could see the amount of
effort they had gone to.
In year 4, they have been creating their own batik designs, which is when you use hot wax and fabric to
make a picture. First, you melt hot wax in a pot and then pour the wax onto the fabric, in the outline of
a shape. Once dried, you then paint it.
Year 4 have also been writing non-chronological fact files about dolphins. 

Year 6 – Bloggers
Outdoor
Learning
This month seems to have been all about gardening
for some of us. We are undertaking a project to plant
as many sunflowers around the school as possible. So
far we estimate that the children have planted
approximately 1000 sunflower seeds. The school will
be very bright if they all germinate!

We now have lunchtime gardening clubs for
year three and six, and we will be making
opportunities for more year groups to do
gardening and outdoor activities after half
term. I’ve heard some lovely stories from
children about gardening at home. They
often share how they have enjoyed
gardening at home with their families.

Maybe your child would like to create
their own mini patch in the garden or
even in a large plant pot? Radish,
rocket, courgettes, basil, runner beans
and lettuce are all great for little fingers.
Or you could even try a garden in a
bottle like in the photo? This usually
works best with succulents and spider
plants.
Happy half term gardening!

Family Worker
Attendance Matters ‘Miss School - Miss Out!’
EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS – Every single day a child is absent from school equates to a day of lost learning and
attendance percentages can be often be misleading. For some parents/carers, 90% may seem like an acceptable
level of attendance, but the reality is that 90% attendance means that your child will miss half a school day each
week or 19 days of school during the school year – that’s nearly 4 school weeks missed.
Excellent attendance at school is important to allow a child to fulfil their potential. Research shows there is a clear
link at KS2 (primary school) between poor attendance and lower academic achievement.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/just-one-day-off-can-hamper-childrens-life-chances.School attendance
not only allows for the best possible start in a child’s life, it also means children do not miss the opportunities of
developing new skills, building confidence & self-esteem, making friends, developing awareness of other cultures,
religion, ethnicity and gender differences, as well as having fun (yes really!) By the time they reach secondary
school young people who regularly miss school are more likely to become isolated from their friends,
underachieve in examinations and ultimately could become involved in anti-social behaviour. Establishing that
good habit of school attendance whilst in their primary years is therefore crucial. Good attendance also
demonstrates reliability and resilience, which will help prepare children for life beyond education for example in
future employment etc.

The Department of Education defines absence as persistent if a child’s absence falls below 90%. Our own school
target is 96.5%

Family
Outdoor
Worker
Learning
(cont…)
With the full pupil return to school, after lockdown, on 8TH March 2021 attendance rules set by the Department
of Education again became mandatory for schools i.e.




It’s a parents/carers’ duty to ensure that their child of compulsory school age attends regularly at the
school where the child is a registered pupil
Schools have a responsibility to record attendance and follow up absence
Where are child’s attendance is poor schools have the ability to enter into parental contracts and/or
engage the local authority who could issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices

So how can you help as a parent?













Phone or email the school office EVERY day of child’s absence and explain why.
Provide letters or appointment cards (where possible) if your child is ill and attends a GP/hospital
Arrange dental and medical appointments outside of school hours where possible.
Not take family holidays during term time.
Figure out the reasons for absence as this can help you understand where your child needs support in
overcoming barriers to attending school
Discuss any problems & difficulties you or your child might be experiencing which could be affecting
their attendance with school staff – we are here to help and support.
Ensure your child arrives at school on time.
Don’t allow your child to stay off school for a minor ailment- help your child build their attendance
resilience by encouraging them to attend school when there is only low level illness e.g. tooth ache,
colds etc. (please however always check and test for coronavirus symptoms and respect the 48-hour
rule for vomiting or diarrhoea.
Ensure your child has a good understanding of why attendance is important- talk to your child about
school, the value of their learning and how this impacts their future self.
Praise and reward your child’s achievements in school.
Act as a mirror - take an interest in their learning and show you are interested in their education by
attending parent’s evenings/meetings etc. to discuss their progress

Further information can be found at https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/help-with-getting-yourchild-to-go-to-school

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 03.09.2020 – 21.05.2021 – 97.11%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 17th May 2021 – 97.19%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 24th May 2021 – 97.23%

School Office
Inset Day
There will be a staff training day on Monday 7th June 2021. The school will be closed to all pupils.
Absences
All absences need to be reported to the school office via the school absence line for every day that your
child is absent. If your family are self-Isolating, please notify the school office of your initial date and
final date of isolation. Please be advised routine appointments during school hours will not be
authorised.
Drop off and Collection
Please adhere to your designated drop off and collection times as we have had some early and late
arrivals and collections. To ensure a socially distant entrance and exit of the school premises it is
important that you arrive and leave at the timings given.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder - pupils should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Late Items
We are unable to accept late items via the office unless there are extenuating circumstance. If your child
forgets their water bottle they will be provided with a cup. If your child forgets their reading record, they
will need to return it on the Friday of the next week. We appreciate your support with this.
Please do not enter the school foyer unless there is an emergency that you need assistance with. With
any non-urgent queries please email office@thedownleyschool.co.uk or call the office on 01494 527033.

The Downley School Diary – 2020/2021
Please Note: for the remainder of this academic year we are unable to accommodate parent visits for school
events.
We hope during the next academic year (2021/2022) we will be able to invite you to these important events in
person.
All dates below are provisional and subject to change.

May
Friday 28th May
Monday 31st May – Friday 4th
June
June

Break the Rules Day
Half Term

Monday 7rd June

Inset Day

Tuesday 8th June
Tuesday 8th June
Monday 14th June
Tuesday 15th June
Thursday 17th June
Tuesday 22nd June
Thursday 24th June
Tuesday 29nd June
July
Thursday 1st July
Thursday 1st July
Monday 5th- Thursday 8th July
Monday 5th July
Monday 5th July

Back to School
World Oceans Day - Event
Year 1 – Vision Screening
One Can Trust
School Photos – Individual Photos Only
Year 5 & 6 Sports Day
Year 1 & 2 Sports Day
Year 3 & 4 Sports Day

Tuesday 6th July

Common Transition Day

Tuesday

13th

July

Wednesday 14th July

Reception Sports Day
Parents Evening Portal Opens – 6 am
Bikeability – Year 5
11+ Parent Information Evening – Via Zoom
Pupil Reports Issued
Y6 – Production – Via Zoom or YouTube –
Downley TV
Head Boy & Head Girl – Headteacher for a
Day
Parents Evening – 3.30 – 5.30
Parents Evening – 3.30 – 6.00
Happy’s Circus
Year 6 Leavers Event
100% Attendance Assembly
Leavers’ Assembly Year 6 – Via Zoom
Into the Blue – Video’s via YouTube
Last day of term
Summer Holiday

Wednesday 14th July
Thursday 15th July
Friday 16th July
Monday 19th July
Monday 19th July
Tuesday 20th July
Wednesday 21st July
Wednesday 21st July
Thursday 22nd July –Tuesday
31st August
September 2021 – New Academic Year
Wednesday 1st September
Inset Day

8.30am
PM
PM
PM
AM

5.30 – 6.00

3.30 – 6.00 pm
3.30 – 6.00 pm
5pm & 7pm
From 6 pm
9.30

