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Head Teacher’s Comment
My message this week is clearly supported by the contents of the newsletter. Each time
I read through the newsletter before writing my comment I feel a sense of pleasure and
pride.
This week I can completely share my respect for our entire community and the education
we are providing for our children. Our curriculum is unique and has been built around
our school and our children.
We are unafraid to tackle issues such as climate change a pollution as we believe in our
children being our future and having the capability to be part of the changes needed.
Listening to the buzz of discussion and debate about pollution in the ocean and heart felt
recounts of what they understand may be the outcomes fills me with awe.
They understand this is a global issue and they are global citizen. Our staff are talented
and dedicated, developing all of the time to build on the experiences we are able to share
with the children.
This passion is priceless and benefits us all. I love it when someone bursts into my office
with a ‘I have been thinking...’ then seeing it happen. We do not do this in isolation and
are supported by you all as a community. We know that this forms such a valuable part
in our ability to learn grow and succeed together.

School Values
Value of the Month
A value is a principle that guides our thinking and behaviour.
Throughout June we will be exploring the value of:

We will think about how we can show respect to places, things, and people.
Our children are learning that a little respect goes a long way in forming and improving friendships.
The children are wonderful ambassadors for respecting our environment and have been identifying
how we should be looking after our oceans and treating it with respect.
Here are some of the children’s definitions of respect:
 Looking after things.
 Thinking about someone else.
 Being polite.
 Listening to other people’s ideas.
 Respect everyone and everything, including plants and the building.
 Being nice to people.
 Looking after things
 Being kind and listening to others.
We believe it is important for our children to understand that respect is something which we are all
always working on - even if we don’t agree, especially if we’re feeling frustrated. We don’t have to
agree on everything to be respectful and considerate towards one another.
Miss O’Donnell

Reception
We are having a whale of time in Reception! Throughout this term we will be looking at the different creatures
that live in our oceans. This week, we have been learning all about whales. The children are becoming real life
marine biologists, with their ever increasing knowledge of what whales can do, the different features they have
and what they need to survive. We have been inspired by some brilliant story books too; ‘The Snail and the
Whale’, ‘The Whales’ Song’ and ‘The Storm Whale’ which has inspired our arts and craft this week.

The children have been able to label their own drawing of a whale, sounding out and then writing down each
word independently. Inspired by ‘The Whales’ Song’, we have been writing which gift we might leave for a whale
if they came to visit. The children have been very thoughtful in deciding what a whale might like to have. We
have had a range of gift choices including shells, flowers, hand-drawn pictures and even an ice-cream! It has
been so lovely to see the children being so determined to write their own sentences, remembering to use
capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.
Whilst becoming marine biologists, we have learnt about how big a whale actually is; which meant drawing a life
size whale using chalk on the playground. The children were shocked to discover the relative size in comparison
to themselves and the school. It was a fantastic opportunity for them to understand the huge difference in size.
Our focus in maths has been on doubling and halving which the children have been exploring through a range of
activities. When learning to double they were brilliant at it, explaining it would mean twice as many- but had to
be the same. We practiced doubling using a mirror, painting dots which we could then fold over to create
double as many and doubling up Numicon to find out how many there might be altogether. Whilst learning to
half, we focused on a shape or number being shared into two exact amounts. We then practiced halving our
fruit during snack time, colouring in half of a shape and sharing a certain amount of sweets between two people.

Year 1
Year one have had a great start to the Summer term! The sun has been shining and we are so lucky to
be able to learn outside the classroom.
Our week started with World Ocean Day and we celebrated this all day. We have been so busy learning
about the ocean, plastic pollution and ocean animals throughout summer term and this was a fantastic
opportunity for year one to talk about everything they have learned. We got to attend a talk on zoom
all about sharks and the children loved it! The children spent time designing World Ocean Day posters,
drawing ocean animals using chalk and stencils and exploring the water tray which was filled with
bubbles and ocean animal toys. The children thought the bubbles looked like sea foam.

In maths, we have started time and have begun looking at clocks and telling the time to the hour. We
are learning to measure time using seconds, hours and minutes. One of our activities this week was to
use a one-minute sand timer to see how many star jumps, hops or laps of the outside area we could do
in one minute. It was so fun but tiring!

For Science this week, we started our new topic all about plants. To start off our topic, we went to the
Broken Oak to plant two sunflower seeds each. The children carefully added the soil to their toilet roll
tube, placed the seed on top and pushed it down then covered the seed with more soil. It was very
exciting and they cannot wait to see their sunflower grow over the next few weeks.

Year 2
Can you believe that it is the final term for this academic year? The whole team is excited to get them ready for
their next steps in school.
The children returned to school on World Ocean Day which was a very busy day of learning more about the
oceans and what impact plastic pollution is having on marine creatures. To get competitive the children learnt
some ocean facts and then tested each other on their knowledge. It was a glorious day so we were able to do
this outside.

Jenny, who is PhD researcher, did a virtual visit and spoke about sharks. She knows lots about sharks! We were
able to ask her questions and it was a great experience to speak to someone who had actually swam with real
sharks.

To ensure we do our part to combat plastic waste, we repurposed plastic by making models, containers and
crafts. These are all displayed in our classroom.

We all become scientists, and used our enquiry skills to find out what happens when salt is added to water. First,
we made predictions about what we thought would happen, then, we sensibly carried out the investigation and
discussed our results.

Year 3
Year 3 settled quickly back into school after half term and have been enjoying studying outside during the
fabulous summer weather.
On World Ocean Day, our budding artists enjoyed doing some block painting with sponges and we were very
much immersed in all things marine.
In computing our classes are quickly building their IT capabilities and have been working on PowerPoint
presentations on the subject of plastic pollution. We have been doing google research to find key facts, and
have discussed which sources can be trusted online. The children have made great progress in their
presentations and we have seen some real flair in how these have been pulled together.

In maths, time has been a hugely popular topic, and we brought this to life with home-made clocks and online
resources. All children are growing in their capability and most are now able to convert times from analogue to
24-hour formats. Please do continue to make ‘time’ a conversation piece within your homes as this will help
consolidate learnings in what can be a tricky area.

In PE, touch rugby skills continue to improve in all areas of the game, and evasion games played during
the warm-up have been popular and effective in getting all our athletes running at pace.
Finally, poetry has been a real delight to teach, and we have been treated to some incredibly oratory
performances in the Dell and under the canopy of our trees.
Our children chose to write Haiku, Kenning and acrostic poems about marine life, pollution, covid and
everyday objects. Humour and creativity abounded, and we saw classes growing in ability and
confidence to experiment.

Year 4
As part of our topic ‘The Deep Blue’, we had our marvellous middle celebrating World Ocean Day where we took
part in a whole day of activities all connected to the ocean. We really enjoyed being in the imagination studio
watching some powerful videos all about the problem with plastic and what we can do to help. We also had a
zoom chat with Sharks4Kids where we learnt lots of intertesing facts about sharks! Ask us all about it and find
out!

In English, we are looking at writing to persuade including writing a letter to the government regarding plastic
pollution in the the ocean. We have been exploring how to argue our points of view with evidence.
Last week, we have be consolidated our knowledge of rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. We
have been taking full advantage of the good weather and been out on the playground using chalk to practice our
skills working on up to four-digit numbers. This week, we are now looking at statistics and enjoyed creating our
own bar charts!

In PE, we have been practising for sports day on the 29th June. We enjoyed being out in the sun practising our
sprinting and relay skills while running in lanes.
In history, we have been exploring how Anglo-Saxon life compared to the Romans and we are creating a leaflet
to show our understanding.

As the weather is getting so hot, please ensure your
children have sunscreen protection on as we are outside a lot.

Year 5
Welcome back. Year 5 hope everyone had a great half term and enjoyed the sunshine. Year 5 have had a busy
start to this last half term of the academic year. World Ocean Day was incredible, and we have already started
reading our new Quality Central Text, Smart About Sharks. Read on and find out about the last week of term we
had; netball tournaments, papier mache islands and collaborative presentations. We are looking forward to
athletics, persuasive writing, coding, and learning about rivers. There is a lot to squeeze into a few weeks!
The children thoroughly enjoyed the emotional and powerful read of Kensuke’s Kingdom. We decided to show
off our artistic skills and create their own interpretation of the island with papier mache and other materials.
The islands were a very collaborative piece of work, and an awful lot of time, patience and artistic skills were
used to ensure that tiny characters were produced to live in their new home. We are sure you will agree that the
islands do look good enough to move to and enjoy some tropical climate!

The pupils took part in a netball tournament to round off the netball P.E lessons and to showcase the skills and
teamwork lessons that they had learned. It was fantastic to see the progress they had made from starting off
not knowing the rules and skills in netball to playing a tactical, fast paced game. Congratulations to Mrs Winter’s
team and Mr Moran’s team for winning the tournament.

On Ocean Day, our Year five pupils took responsibility and action against the pollution and damage that is
inflicted on our oceans. One of these actions was our playground poster awareness activity. The children
displayed their artistic qualities and designed an awareness posters consisting of powerful facts and statistics for
the other year groups. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning interesting facts about sharks and being
proactive Global citizens.

Year 6
Welcome back to the last half-term of this academic year! We hope you had a restful holiday and are
enjoying the lovely weather, as much as we are at school!
In English, we continue to read The Boy Who Met a Whale and finally met the ‘Whale’ in our novel,
who is named Maalu. Linked to this, we debated around the topic of marine life.
The story is providing lots of cross-curricular links, especially to Geography, where we are investigating
the climate of Sri Lanka. This has led on from our previous work on biomes.

In maths, we have started to recap and consolidate our knowledge on statistics and in particular, line
graphs, pie charts and using the mean as an average. Children have considered what information can
be recorded in what type of graph and have looked at continuous data.
In PSHE, we have been looking at conflicting emotions and how to deal with them. Children
investigated, in groups, what they would do in scenarios where they encounter mixed feelings.

We celebrated World Ocean Day and all children in year 6 researched, designed and presented their
own news report based on the oceans.

Year 6 – Heads, Deputies and Bloggers

Hello!
This is our sixth blog for the school newsletter and the Head Boy/Girl and Deputies have
contributed together with the Blogging Prefects.
We will be telling you all about the exciting day that was World Ocean Day.
World Ocean Day is a day to raise awareness about our oceans. Approximately, a truckload of
plastic enters our oceans every minute.
Here are some activities that each year group completed to raise awareness.
 Year 6 made and presented news reports about the oceans. They used laptops and
created scripts.
 Year 5 made posters with chalk on the playground to make us all aware of what is
happening to the world.
 Year 4 went to the imagination studio to watch David Attenborough.
 Year 3 painted pictures of marine life.
 Year 2 re-used plastic and created sea themed art and sang seas shanties!
 Year 1 learnt some poems, drew some sharks, practised their play and sang some sea
shanties too.
As well as this, all of the school wore blue to celebrate and raise awareness about pollution.
We also had a virtual visitor, who talked about sharks over Zoom!
Written by Mia M, Kalina, Ananya, Daisy, Naomi, Akain, Sasha and Joseph

Year 6 – Bloggers
Outdoor
Learning
You may have heard your child talking about
“going on the bus”. But, what really
happens on the bus? Well, upstairs we have
lots of seating and whole classes go up
there to learn. Year six particularly like to do
their “popcorn” reading up there because of
the fantastic acoustics. We also have an
animal observation spot to investigate.

Downstairs we have moved the seating so
we can fit some bookcases in. It’s a great
spot for reading or small group work
because we have seating that allows
children to face each other.
Reception children visited the other week
and had great fun investigating the bus and
spying on the animals from up high.
We also have space for one very careful
driver. Unfortunately the engine and
electrics have all been disabled, but that
didn’t stop some year two boys driving to
Cornwall this morning!

The outside area is starting to be used
more in the warmer weather. Years
three and six have been busy
gardening and the sunflowers which
the whole school sowed are being
carefully looked after. We have also
started a yarn bombing project and we
will be inviting classes to come and
wrap our tree branch in yarn!

Family Worker

Men's Health Week 2021 is 14th- 20th June coinciding with Father’s Day on June 20th
The aim of Men's Health Week is to highlight to all men and boys the information they need to live healthier, longer,
and more fulfilling lives. Each year, MHW focuses on a different theme and in 2021, this theme is continuing with a
campaign for awareness of male mental health in the era of Covid-19. This week attempts to encourage men and
boys to seek regular medical advice, early help and treatment for disease, injury, and their mental health. Everybody's
mental health has been challenged by the insecurities and isolation of the past year, however even before the
pandemic, men's mental health and risk of suicide was a cause for concern, with low numbers of men seeking help for
depression, anxiety, and other mental health challenges.
Join in with the Men’s Health Forum CAN DO Challenge. They are calling on everyone to choose a different way to
wellbeing to try each day of Men's Health Week. The five ways to wellbeing are things we can all do that are
scientifically proven to help us feel better:






Connect - connect with other people (e.g. call an old friend you have not seen since before lockdown)
#connectmonday
(Be) Active - move your body (e.g. go for a run/walk/swim/dance/etc) #activetuesday
Notice - take notice of the environment around you (e.g. turn off your phone for an hour) #noticewednesday
Discover - learn something new (e.g. read a book you have not read before) #discoverthursday
Offer (or give) - do something for someone else (e.g. volunteer for a local community group) #offerfriday

https://www.menshealthforum.org.uk/can-do-challenge
https://www.menshealthforum.org.uk/mhw
https://www.menshealthforum.org.uk/man-mot-mind
You may also be interested to read some recent research ‘Lockdown Fathers: the untold story’ funded by the Nuffield
Foundation.
During the Spring 2020 lockdown in Britain, fathers spent more time at home with their families than at any point
since the Industrial Revolution. This research details their experiences and their aspirations for ways of working postpandemic. Fathers want to maintain the balance widely achieved during lockdown of working effectively while
parenting their children better. Drawing on a nationally representative survey-sample of more than 2,000 men with
children aged under-12, the study explored the lockdown’s impact on physical and mental health (20% reported
improvement), relationships with children and partner - and parenting skills. Two-thirds report a better father-child
relationship post lockdown, two-fifths feel more confident as parents/carers and better able to support their
children’s schoolwork, and three-fifths report greater awareness of the importance of fathers spending time with
their children. Aspirations include more remote working (63%) and more flexibility in working time (76%). The
majority of fathers in the survey said they emerged from the lock-down experience more confident as
parents/carers, in better relationships with their children, understanding them better, and feeling closer to
them. You can read more about the 'Lockdown Fathers' report
here: http://www.fatherhoodinstitute.org/2021/fathers-seek-more-home-flexible-working-to-maintain-covidtransformation-in-childcare/

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 03.09.2020 – 18.06.2021 – 97.16%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 14th June 2021 – 97.52%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 7th June 2021 – 97.3%

School Office
Inset Day
There will be a staff training day on Monday 7th June 2021. The school will be closed to all pupils.
Absences
All absences need to be reported to the school office via the school absence line for every day that your
child is absent. If your family are self-Isolating, please notify the school office of your initial date and
final date of isolation. Please be advised routine appointments during school hours will not be
authorised.
Drop off and Collection
Please adhere to your designated drop off and collection times as we have had some early and late
arrivals and collections. To ensure a socially distant entrance and exit of the school premises it is
important that you arrive and leave at the timings given.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder - pupils should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Late Items
We are unable to accept late items via the office unless there are extenuating circumstance. If your child
forgets their water bottle they will be provided with a cup. If your child forgets their reading record, they
will need to return it on the Friday of the next week. We appreciate your support with this.
Please do not enter the school foyer unless there is an emergency that you need assistance with. With
any non-urgent queries please email office@thedownleyschool.co.uk or call the office on 01494 527033.

The Downley School Diary – 2020/2021
Please Note: for the remainder of this academic year we are unable to accommodate parent visits for school
events.
We hope during the next academic year (2021/2022) we will be able to invite you to these important events in
person.
All dates below are provisional and subject to change.

June
Tuesday 22nd June
Thursday 24th June
Tuesday 29nd June
July
Thursday 1st July
Thursday 1st July
Monday 5th- Thursday 8th July
Monday 5th July
Tuesday 6th July

Tuesday

13th

July

Wednesday 14th July

Year 5 & 6 Sports Day
Year 1 & 2 Sports Day
Year 3 & 4 Sports Day

PM
PM
PM

Reception Sports Day
Parents/Carers Evening Portal Opens – 6 am
Bikeability – Year 5
Pupil Reports Issued

AM

Common Transition Day

Y6 – Production – Via Zoom or YouTube –
Downley TV
Head Boy & Head Girl – Headteacher for a
Day
Parents/Carers Evening – 3.30 – 5.30
Parents/Carers Evening – 3.30 – 6.00
Happy’s Circus
Year 6 Leavers Event
100% Attendance Assembly
Leavers’ Assembly Year 6 – Via Zoom
Into the Blue – Video’s via YouTube
Last day of term
Summer Holiday

Wednesday 14th July
Thursday 15th July
Friday 16th July
Monday 19th July
Monday 19th July
Tuesday 20th July
Wednesday 21st July
Wednesday 21st July
Thursday 22nd July –Tuesday
31st August
September 2021 – New Academic Year
Wednesday 1st September
Inset Day

3.30 – 6.00 pm
3.30 – 6.00 pm
5pm & 7pm
From 6 pm
9.30

