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Head Teacher’s Comment
At the end of another busy week we have lots to look forward to, who would have
guessed that we would be rounding off a difficult year in the European Cup Final. We
have extended our start time on Monday to 9.30am for those of you that would like to
watch as a family.
As you can see from our recent letter we have again been successful in recruitment. This
is because we feel we have so much to offer, especially our amazing children.
Transition day went well and staff and children are looking forward to their new classes.
It is always sad to bid farewell to colleagues, especially those who have been with us for
as long as Mrs Lane. She has influenced so many children and been a major part of the
school community. She is planning to return and support us but not in her current
capacity. Also Mrs Giles will move on. She has been an absolute star in supporting school
through a turbulent time. I remember when we were given the disastrous outcome from
the financial audit and she came to school and just transformed it all. These are just two
examples of many that enrich our school everyday.

School Values
Value of the Month
A value is a principle that guides our thinking and behaviour.
Throughout July we will be exploring the value of:

‘The feeling or belief that one can have faith
in or rely on someone or something.’
We will be looking for children to show the value of confidence throughout the remainder of term, this
will be particularly important as we all transition into our next year group. It’s a really good time for
children to think about what they achieved last year and to look forward, with confidence, to a new year
of learning and enjoyment.
As ever, please could I urge you to engage with our values based activities as much as possible at home?
It’s wonderful when children come together for class discussions or class assemblies and are able to
share their thoughts and perceptions of values based on their out of school experiences and learning.
They really learn so much from each other – and the teachers are able to deepen their relationships with
their pupils by getting to know and understand them. Some of the deepest learning in classes has
happened when children have come into school and talked about discussions they have had in the family
home about values.

Reception
We have had some great times in Reception. The children are continuing to expand their knowledge of
the oceans and this week, we have been learning all about rock pools. We started our topic by reading
‘Sharing a Shell’ which has also given us a great opportunity to remind ourselves about sharing and
looking after each other.
The children have used picture prompts to write parts of the story in their own words and have written
some excellent sentences. They have also used their knowledge of crabs, anemones and bristle worms
to write some interesting and informative fact sheets.

In addition to this the children have explored what happens in rock pools by setting up a rock pool with
pebbles, sand, sea creatures and seaweed, and adding and removing cups of water to see what happens
in a rock pool when the tides come in and go out.
The children have also had fun creating their own hermit crab by drawing round their hand to make the
crab and cutting out a shell which they decorated with a spiral. Then they made a rock pool background
for their hermit crab to live in. In addition there was playdough available for the children to explore
creating 3D creatures which resulted in some amazing sea snails.
Our maths focus has been on sharing fairly between 3, 4 and 5. The children have put toppings on pizzas,
making sure that each piece had the same amount of topping. They shared ‘fish food’ between sea
creatures and treasure between pirates.

Year 1
Last week we held our Sports Day event for KS1. Year one had a fantastic day. The sunshine appeared
and we all had great fun! The children were split into groups and got the chance to partake in 7 different
activities. These included an obstacle course, ball skills, skipping, egg and spoon race, hurdles, a bean
bag throw and the sack race. At the end, the children got to race against each other in the sprints. They
were very competitive but supportive of one another. It was great to see all the children laughing and
having fun.

Year one have been learning about using different techniques in art. The children were shown how to
mix tints to create a new colour. The children chose a primary colour and added white each time to
change the shade. They had to swish, wipe and blot their brush between each colour. The children then
used this technique to create another painting inspired by ‘Separation in the Evening,’ By Paul Klee. Take
a look at some of the wonderful paintings below.

In science, the children are enjoying our topic of plants. The children have been learning about what
plants need to survive and how to care for our plants. The children have also been looking at the parts
of a plant and they spent time drawing and labelling this into their books. Year one decided to do an
investigation around plants and how a different environment could affect their growth. We chose to put
a plant by the window and one plant in the cupboard and we will start to record our observations. We
have also been super excited as our sunflowers are beginning to grow!

Year 2
Year 2 are continuing to work as hard as ever! The children are very excited about their last few weeks
in Year 2 and have spent some time reflecting on their learning journey of their time throughout the
year. Children have some great memories and have so many positive experiences they can talk about.
The children had an absolute ball during sports day. The day was filled with laughter, determination,
patience, competition and sunshine. They showed off their skills in all the different activities from ball
skills, skipping, hurdles, egg and spoon, sack races and bean bag throwing.
To learn more about the measurement of time, we used stop watches to see how long it took us to do
different tasks. We had to record our results and compare them. What can you do in 1 minute?

The children really enjoyed making a timeline of the evolution of the whale which linked with our topic
for this term The Deep Blue.
Learning outside is a normal part of our weekly routine but this week we got to work with the outdoor
expert herself, Mrs Haworth. We went on a walk of the school grounds and collected leaves. We then
observed them through leaf slides to investigate them in more detail. We then used an ID sheet to match
the leaves we collected with the names on the sheet.

Year 2 have been caring for their plants this week. They have observed the germination process and are
keeping bean diaries to write down what they have observed. In our continuous provision area, children
were chalking their plants, building plants and drawing plants.

Year 3
The past fortnight seems to have rushed by. With children really back in the saddle with their learning,
progress is accelerating at pace.
In Science, our classes enjoyed investigating the wildlife residents in our school pond. Identification,
classification, counting and graphing were all put to the test.

In PE, touch-rugby skills have been coming on in leaps and bounds. Beyond passing and catching, many
students are now able to get back on-side, and their skill in scoring, diving and tries should offer some
consolation for the grass-stained knees.

In maths, we started by exploring 3D shapes, angles, lines and compass points. Horizontal, vertical,
perpendicular and parallel lines quickly became martial art moves and students enjoyed challenging
themselves by building faster recognition of these terms. With points of the compass and angles also
having been covered in the classroom, children brought their navigational skills outside with a
combination of indoor and outdoor directional games.

Finally, our study of speeches in English has been a delight. We listened to oration from Greta Thunberg,
Martin Luther King and Sir Winston Churchill.
Students particularly enjoyed Winston Churchill’s ‘We shall fight on the beaches’ speech, and felt a
connection to this given the wartime sacrifices of the Downley community. A number choose to use
some of his linguistic techniques in their subsequent environmental speeches, to quite stunning effect.
We enjoyed some great discussion, so please do take time to ask your child about plastic pollution and
elicit their views on what can be done.

Year 4
In English, we have been writing letters to send to Borris Johnson about the plastic pollution problem in
our oceans. We have been focusing on writing to persuade and have enjoyed using lots of different
techniques to make our writing really interesting. We are hoping to be able to send a few of our letters
off to Mr Johnson.

In maths, we have been working on deepening our knowledge of addition and subtraction by answering
two-step word problems. We have been working hard during lessons showing different ways we can
represent these problems such as using the column additon and subtraction and bar models. We are
also looking at rounding decimals to whole numbers this week and drawing on our knowledge of
different measures too.
In RE, we have been started our new topic of the Natural World. We have been looking at different
religions’ beliefs on how the universe was created and how as humans it’s our responsibility to look after
the natural world and the animals within it.

Last week, we enjoyed using the dataloggers to look at how different types of materials helped to
insulate sound and measured different readings in decibels.
This week, we enjoyed creating our own instruments using natural materials from the Broken Oak and
exploring low and higher pitch sounds.

Year 5
Hello. Year 5 have been having an interesting learning time, with new Geography topics, writing non-fiction
reports and reflecting with Equality workshops. Take a look below to learn more …
In maths, Year 5 have been consolidating their learning of angles and using protractors to measure angles
accurately. We started outside labelling chalk drawings of acute, obtuse and right angles. Next we learned how to
use a protractor properly and carefully, and practised measuring angles. The lessons have culminated in solving
problems linked to angles and using angles facts to help us. The children loved it!

This week in science, Year 5 students began to investigate the mass of various classroom objects. They recorded
the measurements of mass (N) with a Newton metre. Students had the chance to use Newton metres to quantify
the gravitational pull each object had. They then recorded these results and began working scientifically to pattern
seek and justify the question posed: “Do larger objects have a greater Newton score?” The students thoroughly
enjoyed the practicality of this investigation and were curious about how other forces affect the world around us.

Tuesday 22nd June saw our much-anticipated annual Sports Day for Year 5. Covid restrictions meant that this year
parents were unable to attend the event to cheer on their children. However, this did not dampen the atmosphere
or competitiveness in the slightest, as it turned out to be an exhilarating and highly enjoyable event.
Some of the many activities included the obstacle race, 3-legged race, the spoon race, the relay and it culminated
in the 200 and 400 metre races. The children were amazingly well behaved and vocal in their support for their
respective teams. The standard of the activities was excellent with many close finishes. There could, however, be
only one winner, and this year it was Sycamore house.
Well done to all the competitors for giving us such a wonderful, memorable afternoon. We very much look
forward to seeing parents here in person next year to see this brilliant event.

Year 6
Year 6 have had a busy couple of weeks completing their end of year assessments. We were very impressed with
the way they focused and their hard work has paid off with some impressive results. Well done to all the children.
This week we have continued to read the last few chapters of The Boy Who Met a Whale, thinking about the way
Razi is presented. The children then created freeze frames on the playground. For the rest of the summer term,
we will be studying ‘Flotsam’, a wordless picture book by David Wiesner.

In maths, the children have been recapping finding the area of different shapes, moving onto finding the area of
triangles by using the formula a = ½ bh. They used pictorial methods of turning the triangle into a rectangle to
show their understanding of this.
In science, the children have started their new topic on light. They created a shadow puppet story using
torches. They then explained how light travels to allow us to see objects. Next week, the children will discuss
different types of mirrors and how light reflects differently off each.
In the afternoons, the children have thoroughly been enjoying rehearsing, singing or working backstage
for ‘Plastic Pirates’. Whilst we are currently not able to welcome visitors onto site, we hope that you will enjoy
our end of year production video. Here are some behind the scenes photos.

This week, Year 5 & 6 also participated in their final Sports Day. Well done to all the teams. The winning team
was…Sycamore.
Finally, some of the children have now met with their secondary school tutors virtually. All tutors have been
impressed with the children’s manners and questions they have asked. We will continue to do what we can
to support transition.

Year 6 - Heads and Deputies
Welcome to the Deputy and Heads blog.
Since our last blog, Year 6 have been working on their production called ‘’Plastic
Pirates’’. Backstage crew have been working with a range of materials to create seat
designs and props. In English, we have been writing non-chronological reports about sea
turtles and whales. The non-chronological text was inspired by are book The Boy Who
Met a Whale and the use of turtles and blue whales in the plot.
In Year 1, they have been working hard on their ability to tell the time using their halves
and quarters.
Classes have been completing sports day over the last few weeks. Races and obstacles,
such as skipping race, bean bag race, sack race, obstacle and egg and spoon race took
place. The different teams separated themselves into the different sports that fit their
strengths. The different teams we have are: Sycamore, Beech, Oak and Ash.

Written by Akain, Naomi, Sasha and Joseph, supported by the year 6 blogging prefects

Year 6 – Bloggers
Outdoor
Learning
Following a fantastic outdoor
learning inset day, some staff have
braved trying new outdoor
activities with their classes over
the last couple of weeks. Year2
had a fantastic time on Friday
collecting and identifying leaves
from trees growing in the school
grounds.
Year3 had a busy afternoon
investigating the creatures that
live in our school pond. They
were lucky enough to find pond
snails, water slaters and even a
smooth newt! They also used
the school’s new data loggers to
check light levels in the grounds.
Year3 also spent time in Broken Oak
practising making 3D shapes. It was
also an opportunity to practise their
engineering skills, patience and
determination!
If you’re looking for something to do
this weekend, why not head up to
Downley common, or one of the
meadows near Bradenham woods to
look for the beautiful wildflowers
which are prolific at the moment. If you
look carefully you may even see some
beautiful orchids!

Family Worker

With a heatwave due over the next few weeks (well I am crossing my fingers), as well as the long
summer holidays, I wanted to make you aware of Drowning Prevention Week and a number of
resources available on the Royal Life Saving Society UK website
https://www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/drowning-prevention-week-2021. Please also see on next
page their water safety code.
I am sure that this is an issue close to the hearts of the Downley community who are no doubt aware
that, sadly, a few years ago a thirteen-year-old local boy died trying to retrieve a ball from the River
Thames. I apologise in advance if this article brings up some difficult emotions whilst highlighting the
importance of having water safety conversations with our children.
RLSS UK's Drowning Prevention Week campaign helps put water safety at the forefront of everyone's mind in
the lead-up to summer, a high-risk time of year for drowning. Swimming isn’t just a critical lifesaving skill, it’s a
skill that opens up a lifetime of fun and adventure in and on the water. Unfortunately, throughout 2020 and
2021, cohorts of young people have missed out on the opportunity to swim, leaving a dramatic gap in school
swimming and water safety education so it has never been more important to talk about water safety with your
child.
Just like you teach your children to look both ways before they cross the street, it's essential to teach your
children how to be safe around water. Be honest with your child about why they must wear a life vest if they are
not a strong swimmer. Explain why they should never swim when you aren't with them. Talk to them about the
importance of avoiding deep or murky water. The best way to teach children water safety is to enrol them in
swim lessons. Learning how to swim also has multiple benefits beyond the ability to enjoy the water safely. It
helps children strive for physical achievement, promotes healthy living and builds their confidence

It is also worth reminding children about cold water shock and what to do. The RNLI offers the
following advice if you enter the water unexpectedly:







Take a minute. The initial effects of cold water pass in less than a minute so don’t try to swim straight
away.
Relax and float on your back to catch your breath. Try to get hold of something that will help you float.
Keep calm then call for help or swim for safety if you’re able.
Check conditions - including water temperature - before heading to the coast.
Visit magicseaweed.com for full surf reports and webcams of beaches in the UK.
Wear a wetsuit of appropriate thickness for the amount of time you plan to spend in the water and the
type of activity you're doing, if entering.
Wear a flotation device. It greatly increases your chances of making it through the initial shock

Family Worker (Cont..)

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 03.09.2020 – 02.07.2021 – 97.12%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 28th June 2021 – 96.20%
Whole School Attendance - W/C 21st June 2021 – 97.27%

School Office
Absences
All absences need to be reported to the school office via the school absence line for every day that your
child is absent. If your family are self-Isolating, please notify the school office of your initial date and
final date of isolation. Please be advised routine appointments during school hours will not be
authorised.
Drop off and Collection
Please adhere to your designated drop off and collection times as we have had some early and late
arrivals and collections. To ensure a socially distant entrance and exit of the school premises it is
important that you arrive and leave at the timings given.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder - pupils should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Late Items
We are unable to accept late items via the office unless there are extenuating circumstance. If your child
forgets their water bottle they will be provided with a cup. If your child forgets their reading record, they
will need to return it on the Friday of the next week. We appreciate your support with this.
Please do not enter the school foyer unless there is an emergency that you need assistance with. With
any non-urgent queries please email office@thedownleyschool.co.uk or call the office on 01494 527033.

The Downley School Diary – 2020/2021
Please Note: for the remainder of this academic year we are unable to accommodate parent/carer visits for
school events.
We hope during the next academic year (2021/2022) we will be able to invite you to these important events in
person.
All dates below are provisional and subject to change.

July
Tuesday 13th July
Wednesday 14th July

Y6 – Production – Via Zoom or YouTube –
Downley TV
Head Boy & Head Girl – Headteacher for a
Day
Parents Evening – 3.30 – 5.30
Parents Evening – 3.30 – 6.00
Happy’s Circus
Year 6 Leavers Event
100% Attendance Assembly
Leavers’ Assembly Year 6 – Via Zoom
Into the Blue – Video’s via YouTube
Last day of term
Summer Holiday

Wednesday 14th July
Thursday 15th July
Friday 16th July
Monday 19th July
Monday 19th July
Tuesday 20th July
Wednesday 21st July
Wednesday 21st July
Thursday 22nd July –Tuesday
31st August
September 2021 – New Academic Year
Wednesday 1st September
Inset Day

3.30 – 6.00 pm
3.30 – 6.00 pm
5pm & 7pm
From 6 pm
9.30

