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Head Teacher’s Comment
Welcome back to years 1 to 6 and welcome to The Downley School to our Reception cohort. We have had
a great start to the year which has been helped by the weather. It has given us the opportunity to be
outside where we believe the children learn at their best. We do of course go out in all weathers but the
autumn heat and last embers of summer are a bonus.
Our topic this term is war games. This is a difficult topic but one that must be discussed as our children are
our future and if we do not support them in understanding, how will they be able to make educated
decision in the future. We are not focusing on the conflict itself but the consequences and the beginnings.
Our quality central text always provides the age appropriate backdrop for the topic and these are carefully
chosen.
It was lovely to welcome so many Reception families to share the day with us and have a tour of the
school. We hope you enjoyed your time and if you have any further questions please let us know. We
really appreciate that some parents/carers took the time to write in and say thank you. That meant a lot.
Please do remember that we love to receive feedback especially when we can share the positives. Thank
you to the year 6 children for volunteering to take the tours for us.
We have had several emails about the return to original systems for drop off in the mornings. Changes
were made due to a safeguarding issue. We will be reviewing the system at half term and comments
received will be taken into consideration. We will keep you posted.
It is great to see how well we have returned to school after such a difficult time. We have measures in
place still for the safety of the school community and plans should we see a return. We have daily updates
that are monitored.
We have had a request for a consultation on school uniform which we agree needs to be looked at. This
will begin before half term. If anyone would like to assist with this please let the office know. We will be
looking for new parent governors now that we can have a fair election. Details will be released before half
term. If you feel you have something to offer to support our school, please put yourself forward. We are a
friendly bunch.

School Values
Value of the Month
A value is a principle that guides our thinking and behaviour.
Throughout September we will be exploring the value of:

‘Peace is a time without any fights or wars. In a
larger sense, peace (or peacefulness) can mean a
state of harmony, quiet or calm that is not
disturbed by anything at all, like a still pond with
no ripples.’
In our Values lessons this month the students will be looking at conflicts and disagreements. They will
be learning how win-win solutions are achieved through listening and how co-operation will help them
achieve better outcomes in their lives.
The Christmas Truce that occurred during the First World War in 1914 provided us with a fantastic
opportunity to look at how peace can be achieved even in the most conflicted places. The children
took part in a re-enactment of the Christmas Truce in an assembly and we had wonderful volunteers
act out the scenario for those who were unfamiliar. The children were able to create a very dramatic
atmosphere and we even had volunteers to sing Christmas songs in front of the whole school. It was a
brilliant celebration of peace!

Reception
What an amazing start Reception have had! They have settled in brilliantly and are having a wonderful
time exploring all of The Downley School. The children have loved learning in our classroom areas, the
Dell and the Broken Oak. We have also been keeping an eye out for the sheep and the chickens!

In our creative areas, we have enjoyed painting and making collages. We have been making superhero
capes and creating our very own Downley School Heroes.
We have had some fantastic lessons with Mrs Haworth, sharing stories in the yurt. The children have
loved listening to a range of stories and are excited to start learning more about Superworm with Mrs
Haworth in the Broken Oak.
Reception have also had our first music lessons with Mrs Martin, the children have been listening and
joining in singing songs and playing in beat using percussion instruments.

We are looking forward to learning about our topic ‘Heroes’ where we will be investigating both
fictional heroes and real life heroes.

Year 1
Year 1 have been extraordinarily lucky and whilst on a visit to the mile in the pouring rain (not so
lucky!) we discovered a parcel with our name on it! A very important soldier called ‘Sergeant Stubby’
had left us some of his belongings, alongside a storybook about his life in World War 1. It has been
fantastic to learn about such a tiny, heroic dog! This story has taught us lots of different facts about the
war and we are building our vocabulary of historical artifacts. The children have even learnt how to
draw him, by following instructions and listening carefully.

We are learning about the artist Andy Warhol and being inspired by his own artwork to create
something special ourselves. We have been explaining what we like or dislike about his art and
discovering new techniques to record our own ideas. Over the course of the term, we will be creating
our own Andy Warhol inspired ‘Stubby’ pop art.
In maths this week, we have been learning to count in multiples of twos, fives and tens from 0. During
discovery time, the children have been practicing their counting using the hundred square, painting
their own number cities and building towers using wooden blocks. We have been showing great
determination to learn this very tricky skill. Here are some songs that have been helping us learn:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvTcpfSnOMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ftati8iGQcs&list=PLM95cb_Szq3am4n6jJw127QbBlDivZgIc

Year 1 showed great independence as they logged into their purple mash accounts in computing this
week. We are learning about online safety which involves keeping our passwords safe and logging out
of our account before shutting down the computer.

Year 2
Welcome back to you all! The Year 2 team have been really impressed with how well the children have
settled back into school. They have had so much to contend with over the past few months and the
children have shown real determination and patience.
Our therapeutic curriculum gave us the opportunity to get to know each other and develop our emotional
literacy. To help support this, each class has a class mascot that acts as an incentive to keep us motivated.
The mascot will be given to one child everyday as "Star of the Day".
Last week, the children had their irresistible, stunning start to war games. This type of enrichment is vital in
children’s learning about a topic, especially on a topic that is very serious. The children came back to class
excited about what they had learnt and I hope they were able to share their experiences with you.

Air Raid
Shelters

Army Boot Camp

We have started reading our quality central text; The Day War Came. The children showed immense
empathy about the little girl’s story as a refugee and we will continue to use ideas from the book to
influence our writing styles.

In maths, we started with learning to count in steps of 2,5,3 and 10 from any number. The children really
enjoyed use the manipulatives to support their counting strategies.

We have started to learn all about The Great Fire of London in History. We started the topic off by having a
fire drill and talking about the importance of fire safety. The children explored different pictures of London
before the fire and discussed how it is different from London today.
The children have really demonstrated the basic skills needed in gymnastics. Ask your child what are the three
different types of shapes every gymnast needs to know?

Year 3
Welcome to a new school academic year everyone! The children have made a fantastic start to the
academic year and we are impressed with the positive attitudes and enthusiasm many have shown.
Our first week began with therapeutic activities where the children were able to express their
individual personalities through art, drama and discussions. The children have valued the opportunity
to participate in guided meditation sessions as well as being able to explore and recognise their
feelings. The creativity of many were flourishing!
Our new topic, War Games, has allowed the children to begin to explore the causes and impact of war
and understand that conflicts can lead to serious world events. To engage the children within this, the
children have explored a variety of activities around the theme of war with different teachers across
school. This included military marching, food tasting, helmet creating, gas mask making, air raid
shelters and more!

Alongside introducing our Quality Central Text, “Civil War on Sunday”, the children have been thinking
carefully about how this relates to our value of “Peace”. The children have thought about ways to care
for one another to create peaceful environments and realised how important this is.
Over the next few weeks, we will continue to explore the American Civil War including causes, key
figures, and possible resolutions. We have started to explore writing setting descriptions to illustrate
the battlefields and conflicts with a focus on noun phrases and commas in lists.
We have even been able to integrate maths with PE supporting the children to be able to count in
multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100. The children did this whilst pretending to be training for a battlefield
mission, through fitness circuits.

Year 4
It has been so lovely to welcome the children back to school and to Year 4. We have spent some time
settling the children back into school with our therapeutic curriculum and introducing them to our new
topic, ‘War Games’ which has allowed the children to begin to explore the causes and impact of war
and understand that conflicts can lead to serious world events. To engage the children within this, the
children have explored a variety of activities around the theme of war with different teachers across
school. This included military marching, food tasting, helmet creating, gas mask making, air raid
shelters and much more!
Our Quality Central Text for this term is ‘The boy at the back of the class’ and we have had lots of
discussions to predict the storyline of the book. We have linked this to our new value for the month of
‘PEACE’ and have already seen some lovely contributions through their learning logs.

In maths, we have been starting to look at negative numbers and how we use them in our everyday
life. The children have been using our beautiful surroundings to enhance our learning. We will also be
putting a focus on times tables in Year 4 so please make sure the children are learning their tables
regularly and using Time Table Rock Stars. Please note Mathletics is set every Wednesday and due a
week later. Full details of homework can be found on our Year 4 blog.

In PE, we have been practising our dribbling skills in hockey and learning how to correctly and safely
hold the stick while controlling the ball. Dugongs have enjoyed their initial swim sessions and Sea
Turtles have been working on doing some circuits to improve their fitness levels.
In history, we have started learning about the Romans. The children had lots of fun sharing their prior
knowledge about the Romans and we had a lots of fun completing a timeline in chorological order of
some historical events.
Polite Reminder for children to bring in their wellies please as the weather will start to make outdoor
learning muddier!
Mrs Fyfe & Miss Donelly

Year 5
Hello. Welcome to our first Year 5 page of the new academic year. It has been a terrific start. We have
been very proud of the children and how they have quickly settled into their new routines. Please may
we take this opportunity to remind parents/carers that reading books and record diaries should be in
school every day and wellies should be in too for the mile. Spellings, reading and times table rock stars
should be practised as much as you can and Learning Logs have been sent home. If you have any
questions around homework or anything at all, please do contact us here at school. Thank you.
“War Games”
To engage the children in our wonderful new topic “War Games”, the children were asked to
collaborate and create images linked to war using natural materials. We were so impressed with how
superbly the children worked in teams and produced some exciting and thought provoking images. We
are looking forward to investigating our Ancient Greeks theme as well and developing our historical
skills.

Mrs. Winter visited the Tate Modern museum over the summer holidays and was inspired to use their
idea to draw anywhere! Year 5 worked collaboratively in sharing their workspace and resources. It was
wonderful to see the creative side of the children. It also served as a therapeutic session, as the activity
induced the same state as meditating by reducing the thoughts of a restless mind. This generated time
for mindfulness and quietness.

To begin our new topic War Games, the children brainstormed some ideas about peace and conflict.
They came up with excellent adjectives describing the two opposing themes. We are going to be
looking at these two concepts closely throughout this term.
In science, the children have started to learn about the life process of reproduction in some plants and
animals. The children labelled and wrote about the function of the different parts of a flower. The
children also learned about wind and insect pollination, highlighting how bees play such an important
role.

Year 6
A warm welcome to our new year 6 parents/carers and children! We are very excited about the next
academic year and are thrilled to be able to share a little snippet into the first few weeks of life in year
6, at The Downley School!
Firstly, it goes without saying how impressed the adults have been with the manner that year 6 have
conducted themselves in, especially in the first few weeks, which have been busy with 11+
preparations and assessments. All children did their absolute best and we would like to give them
another well done from us all!
We began the term with our therapeutic curriculum and engaged with a range of learning experiences.
We played some getting to know each other games, created some animal inspired artwork, where we
used the skill of collage, and of course learned in our stunning grounds, for example, making the most
of the weather and sharing a class reader outside.
Year 6 were thrilled to begin our learning on our termly topic, which this term is ‘War Games’. Like all
other year groups, we took part in the ‘Stunning Start’, which was a two-day event, where children
visited different teachers and classrooms, in order to experience a fully immersive learning experience,
based on wars. Children completed activities, such as printing their fingerprints in spy games, learning
about the lives of children during war time, experiencing army style fitness courses, marching, an air
raid and so much more!

Linking into ‘War Games’, all classes went to The Yurt to experience a real life communal air raid
shelter. They had ‘tasks’ given to them by the ‘war office’, such as create a protection for the outside
of the shelter, camouflage the top from enemy aircraft and create propaganda style posters. Children
enjoyed problem solving and creating the outside protection, using sand and sacks.

A few gentle reminders:
-

-

All children should be reading to an adult at home, at least three times per week. This should
be recorded in the reading diary. Reading diaries should be brought into school every Friday,
where home reading will be checked.
All children should have their P.E kits in school at all times.
Mathletics, TTRS and Letter Join passwords have been given to children – please check reading
records.
Spellings are on the school website, under the year six area. Please note we teach the spellings
in school and they are made available to parents/cares, so that they can reinforce them, if they
wish. Children will not necessarily have a spelling test each week.

Year 6 – Bloggers
Outdoor
Learning
It's good to see that the children have been
enjoying the pleasant weather we have had
recently. We have been providing continuous
provision for the children across the school.
Outside, this means that all of the children
are having the opportunity to help create our
air raid shelter and carry out role play in it. So
far, children have been investigating what
camouflage means and how to use it. They
have also been using team work to help each
other with the tricky task of filling sand bags.

We are now walking the morning mile
together and it’s a lovely sociable event –
even if the sheep don’t always join in!
Please make sure your children have coats for
when the poor weather arrives. Children
should also be wearing wellies on the
morning mile in order to keep our classrooms
clean and their socks dry. Being outside is
always much more fun when you are warm. If
you need new wellies, then please check out
our welly swap in front of the main school
office.

We have signed up with the “Good to
Grow” scheme being run by Morrisons.
If you shop at Morrisons we would really
appreciate you collecting the grow
tokens that they issue. This will allow us
to obtain more gardening equipment for
the school so we can have more year
groups out gardening.
For more information, please visit
itsgoodtogrow.co.uk

Family Worker

I would like to say welcome back to The Downley School to all our children and families and to our new starters
in Reception and other years, welcome. It has been a very busy but exciting start to the new school year and I
have enjoyed meeting many of the families and children but would like to formally introduce myself.
My name is Reagan O’Reilly and I am the new Family Worker in school. I provide practical and emotional
support to children and families within our school community. For the past ten years I have been working with
families and children, usually with complex or additional needs in a variety of different settings. In order for
children to reach their full potential, they may have to overcome a number of barriers. The diagram above
(Maslow’s Hierarchy of Need) depicts the continuum of need. The holistic, therapeutic curriculum is designed to
support all our children and achieve our goal:
To equip every child with the knowledge and self-belief to be happy
If the past eighteen months have shown us anything, it is to expect the unexpected. Families may be dealing
with issues they have not encountered before such as bereavement, redundancy, financial instability or the
effects of isolation. My aim is to offer support to our families so that our children can achieve the best possible
outcomes. If you have any issues or concerns about your child, I am on hand to listen and provide advice and
support. I work closely with staff within the school and external agencies to ensure our families are given
support whenever they may need it. I may not have all the answers to your questions but I could help point you
in the right direction.
Advice and support is confidential. Although, concerns relating to the safeguarding of children will always be
dealt with in accordance with the school's Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.
I am also the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead and if you ever have any concerns regarding the safety of a
child at our school please feel free to speak to me confidentially. I will only ever share information I have been
told if I need to ensure a child’s safety.
If you need to contact me you can email the school office, call the school or come to see me in the mornings
when I am stood at the school gates.
Kind regards,
Mrs Reagan O’Reilly

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 02.09.2021 – 24.09.2021 – 95.87%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 2nd September 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
85.71%
87.90%
95.83%
100%
93.10%
100%
98.21%
95.83%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Sumatran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
95%
95.83%
100%
94.64%
92.50%
98.65%
98.75%

Well done to Silky Sifakas, Spider Monkeys and Hippos for your 100% Attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 6th September 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
93.08%
94.81%
98.66%
96.55%
97.33%
100%
99.64%
99.67%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos

Sumatran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
98.33%
99.33%
98.61%
98.57%
98%
97.8%
99.5%

Well done to Spider Monkeys for your 100% Attendance

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 13th September 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
85.97%
80.07%
91.67%
94.83%
98%
96.33%
96.53%
96%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos

Sumatran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
97.67%
98.33%
95.61%
93.54%
98%
94.62%
91%

School Office
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that emails regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early are sent into
the School Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.
Absences
Reporting an Absence. If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School
Office via the absence line every day of your child’s absence.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been free of
sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire County Council’s policy.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours, excluding
sickness, which is reported via the absence line. Hospital/medical appointments need to be recorded on a Leave
of Absence form and evidence of your child’s appointment. The School does not encourage holiday during term
time and will definitely not authorise holiday during examination periods. Where possible, please complete and
return a “leave of absence form” to the School Office for authorisation at least one month before leave is
required.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder - children should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Drinks & Snacks
We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name.
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative.
Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut and kiwi free.
Late Items
If your child forgets items needed for the school day, they can be dropped off via the office but we ask that this is
kept to a minimum. If a child forgets their water bottle we have cups in school that can be filled. If there are any
letters to be handed in we ask that your child gives them to their teacher. We appreciate your support with this.

The Downley School Diary – 2021/2022
All dates below are provisional and subject to change.

September 2021 – New Academic Year
Wednesday 1st September
Inset Day

Macmillan Coffee and Cake Afternoon
Thank you to all of the parents/carers that contributed and
attended the session. It was a great success.

