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Head Teacher’s Comment
Autumn has arrived and within our school we can really see and feel it.
Becoming a school that works beyond the classroom and embraces nature
was very deliberate. We looked into research, outcomes and well-being
before taking the decision to completely alter our schools approach. We are
in our fourth year of this journey and the positive impact is tangible. It
supported us through the pandemic and into the new normality.
We not only adopted this approach but completely overhauled the
curriculum. The Irresistible Curriculum has also enabled us to remain
engaged with the children and deliver a full curriculum throughout. It
supports children of all abilities in all lessons. A recent visitor commented
on how accessible and exciting it was for every child.
Our next focus is looking at what it is like to be a child in our school.
Knowing our children well, I am sure they will have a lot to contribute too.

School Values
Value of the Month
A value is a principle that guides our thinking and behaviour.
Throughout October we will be exploring the value of:

‘Equality is achieved when people are treated the
same, regardless of what they look like or where
they come from.’

Message from the Governors
Did you know that school governors are the largest volunteer workforce in the country? As a group of
individuals with a wide range of skills, backgrounds and experience, we are tasked with holding the
school to account for the quality of its education; we ensure that money is well spent and that we have
a cohesive vision for what we want to achieve as a school. It can be an extremely rewarding experience
and a wonderful way to give back to the local community.
Currently we have vacancies both for parents/carers and for community members wishing to make a
difference and to complement our team. We would be especially pleased to hear from anyone with
SENCO experience. If you'd like to find out more about the role (whether for yourself, or so you can
keep an eye out for anyone that might be interested) please get in touch on
chairofgovernors@thedownleyschool.co.uk and send in a brief statement about yourself, your skills
and why you would like to become a governor at The Downley School. Please also accompany this with
a nomination from a fellow parent/carer.
Please note that If the number of suitable applicants exceed the number of vacancies we will then be
sending out a ballot so that the parent/carer body can elect the parent/carer governors.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Sheam Khan
Chair of Governors.

Reception
We loved having parents/carers in to visit us, it was lovely getting the chance to meet you properly.
The children really enjoyed showing you around our areas and giving you an insight into what they get
up to when they’re in school.

Reception have been finding and creating patterns in the school environment as well as in The Dell and
the Broken Oak. The children had great fun looking for patterns on twigs and autumn leaves as well as
making their own patterns with things they found. The children were also able to describe their
patterns.
In our writing area, the children have been continuing to practise holding their pencils in the pincer
grip. They have been using their phonetic knowledge to help their writing. The children have also been
using their fine motor skill to explore some sunflower heads, using different tools to remove all the
seeds.

The children have been having fun in the outdoor space. They have been making Superworms in the
Broken Oak, practicing throwing and catching, and writing the sounds we have learnt in chalk on the
playground.

Year 1
In maths, the children have been solving problems for length and height by telling which objects are
longer or shorter and they have been solving problems for mass and weights by telling which objects
are heavier or lighter. We spent time comparing objects around the room and the outside area to
determine which was longer or shorter. The children drew pictures to show their comparison and
wrote a sentence to describe it using their maths vocabulary. They enjoyed using the balance scales to
investigate which object was heavier or lighter, they also learned that some objects can be equal in
weight when the scales balance!
For English, year one wrote sentences about something that makes them feel peaceful. We have been
discussing peace through our school values and our quality central text ‘Stubby’. We learned about the
Christmas Truce, discussing how the soldiers shook hands to show peace and gathered together to play
football on Christmas Day. The children spotted the trenches in the video and we then drew and
labelled our own trenches where we included different items that a soldier had with them during the
war. The children have been inspired to write their own poems as we had our fantastic visitor Pep the
Poet in school this week. We have been writing an acrostic poem about peace and also creating our
own shape poems.

This week the children have been learning about the Fundamental British Values. We are learning
about Democracy. The children have been voting to decide their story at the end of the day and also
nominating and voting for their peers to take home the class Lemur or Gorilla.

In computing, the children have been using their computing skills to explore Purple Mash. This week
the children used the topics section and we chose the topics of Animals and they chose a picture of an
animal. Once they had completed this part, they added text to the picture and independently saved
their work. They are showing great determination during computing lessons.
We have been learning lots of harvest themed songs, creating our own actions to go alongside. The
children will be learning about the importance of harvest and we look forward to sharing all of this
with you during our harvest festival. More information will follow soon about this exciting event.

Year 2
Year two have been learning about the school values and the British values and how we show them in everyday
life. This week, we have focused on Democracy. The children used voting as a way to make decisions in the
classroom. Our class book, (The day the war came) has highlighted the importance of empathy, one of our
school values, and the children will be writing poems about what it feels like to be a refugee.
To gain more confidence with computers, the children have used them across a range of subjects. In maths, they
used an online game to order lengths from smallest to largest. Mathematical vocabulary has also been an
important part of their learning this week and they were encouraged to use words like; tens, ones, heavier,
lighter, longer and shorter to explain their answers related to measurement questions.

To enrich children’s learning of The Great Fire of London, the children made their own burning houses display
using crate paper. They look AMAZING! The children are very proud of their efforts and the activity has ignited
their interest in the topic even more.

We also discussed the timeline of events which happened during the great fire of London and we are going to
add it to our wonderful display.
The children really focused on feelings and emotions this week during PSHE. In particular, knowing how and
when to say sorry. The children discussed different scenarios and responses in small groups before completing
some mindfulness colouring and listening to some calming music.
In PE, the children have been showcasing their gymnastic skills. They have been practicing using their bodies to
make different shapes.

Year 3
The children have continued their enthusiasm for our theme being studied and are continuing to settle well
during the new school year. We have explored the American Civil War in greater detail over the last couple
of weeks. The children have learnt about what life was like for soldiers on the battlefield as well as what
would happen if there was an injury. They were able to use The Broken Oak which was transformed into a
field hospital, to act out specific scenarios that a soldier may have experienced. They were able to do this in
groups with great empathy and understanding of the feelings and emotions that were apparent.

Following this, the children have written some fantastic descriptions of what field hospitals were like
focussing on using noun phrases, prefixes and subordinating conjunctions. They are so engaged in our
Quality Central Text “Civil War on Sunday”, and have given some thoughtful predictions as to what might
happen next in the text.
As the children have progressed through their learning, they have discussed the role of Abraham Lincoln
and what his beliefs were. They have talked about his impact and made their own representations of him
as the 16th American president using a range of craft materials. The children thoroughly enjoyed this
activity and were able to add facial expressions, hats and clothing to best represent him in his role.

The children have also thought carefully about the bravery and selflessness demonstrated by many nurses
during the war. They understand that many nurses had to put aside their own feelings to support others
who may not have had the same belief as them. Please ask your children if they remember how to tell the
difference between a Union or a Confederate soldier. This linked closely with our RE unit on Ethics and
Morals where the children understood how The Good Samaritan helped others through care and
consideration.
The children have enjoyed exploring perimeter of 2D objects over the last week and some have impressed
us with their ability to calculate the perimeter of irregular shapes. Some children have worked incredibly
hard on their presentation and even used string to investigate the perimeter of leaves. It was wonderful to
see how closely nature merges with maths.
We want to say a huge well done to the Year 3 children for their hard work and positive attitude to learn.
Thank you to all parents/carers, for your valued contributions and support during the consultation
evenings. We look forward to continuing to work with you to support your children’s wellbeing and
achievements. Thank you for your kind comments.

Year 4
In maths, we have been practising our column methods for addition and subtraction. The children have
been using dienes, bead strings and counters to help them with the questions and have loved challenging
themselves with tricky questions! We have also been working hard on learning our times tables.

On Monday and Thursday, we celebrated National Poetry Day and enjoyed an assembly workshop with Pep
the Poet. We went on to practise reading and composing poems on Thursday so check on our Twitter
tweets via the website (you do not need to subscribe to Twitter) if you haven’t already!
In PE, we have been developing our hockey skills by learning to tackle safely and defend properly. The
children have loved learning new skills and are looking forward to be able to play a full hockey match.

We are continuing our topic of the Romans and the children have really enjoyed learning and sharing their
knowledge. This week we have learned about the roman army and what makes a good soldier and have
been working on creating posters, leaflets and writing letters to show their learning.
In RE, we have started to look at our new topic, Diversity in Religion and have had some really interesting
discussions about different faiths.
In music, we have been learning wartime songs, discussing themes and musical styles. Using percussion to
accompany singing – steady beat – ostinato. 2 part singing "Pack up your troubles" / "It’s a long way to
Tipperary" and beginning to compose a soundscape graphic score.

In science, we are continuing to learn about electricity and making a circuit and have been exploring
inserting additional components such as motors and switches in to it too.
Thank you parents and carers, for your valued contributions and support during our recent consultation
evening. We look forward to working with you to support your children’s wellbeing and achievements over the
coming weeks.
Mrs Fyfe & Miss Donnelly

Year 5
Hello again. Thank you for your support at the recent consultation evenings. It was lovely to see you all
and we appreciate the support you are giving to your children every day with their learning. If there is
anything we can do to help you and your child, please let us know.
We are continuing with much enthusiasm, our topic “War Games” The children will be asked to
prepare a short presentation on this theme (more information to come soon) and we look forward to
hearing all their stories!
In art we have been learning about Cezanne and his love of still life pictures. The children created their
own compositions of still life from objects in the classroom (cuddly toys to pencils) and some of the
results are stunning. The children have developed their pencil drawing and shading skills.

There was great fun had by all when the children were learning about angles outside. They had to
follow instructions to face different directions and they had to explain how many degrees they were
turning, then they drew these angles. Afterwards they drew a compass and transferred their
knowledge about angles and discussed the different angles and directions.

The children have been working incredibly hard on their writing, ensuring that that they add all the
learned grammar, direct speech, punctuation and spelling. They wrote a sentence with direct speech
about Grandma Wolf who is a character in the novel that we have been reading.

Year 6
This term, the children will be focussing their writing and reading around the topic of World War II
through our quality central text ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ and other thought-provoking books,
including ‘Rose Blanche’ and excerpts from ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’. These texts have allowed the
children to see the war from different perspectives, leading to some interesting discussions in class.
In English, the children wrote and edited their descriptions, including sensory description, expanded
noun phrases and relative clauses. Later in the week, they took part in a formal discussion using
Socratic Circle, answering ‘Was it right for parents/carers to send their children away during the war?’.

In history, the children have been independently researching World War 2 using a range of sources.
The children have started to write up their first double page spread on World War 2. We look forward
to seeing their completed fact files.
In maths, we have been comparing numbers up to ten million, including numbers with up to three
decimal places. We have also been recapping the four operations, including multiplying decimals by an
integer. Next week, we will start our learning on BODMAS.
Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed dissecting hearts this week. They made careful observations, looking at the
structure and function of the heart, labelling each part. We then dissected the different sections. This
lesson captured the children's interest, providing them with awe and wonder.

Year 6 – Bloggers
Outdoor
Learning
In the spring, the children planted lots of
sunflower seeds to help our grounds look more
beautiful and also to give them the experience of
growing plants from seed. It also proved to be a
lesson in perseverance! Our sunflower seeds got
attacked by pigeons, hungry squirrels, heavy rain
and cold winds. Fortunately some of the plants
persevered and we were rewarded with
beautiful blooms when we came back after the
holidays. We are now in the process of collecting
the seeds and investigating them.

It’s conker time again! But conker trees are
so much more than just the suppliers of
conkers! This year we have measured the
circumference of the trees, investigated
their leaves and measured the sizes of their
leaves – they are not all the same size! We
have also learned how to do leaf rubbings to
record the patterns of their veins. We also
learned that conker trees are actually called
Horse Chestnut trees because when the
leaves fall off, the branch has a scar that
looks like a horse shoe!

This weekend, why not see if you can get out and
investigate the colours of autumn with your
children? We traditionally think of autumn colours
as being shades of orange and brown. Why not
challenge yourselves to see if you can find some
more colours? This image of a dogwood leaf was
taken last weekend.
Fallen leaves are a great resource for creating
colourful patterns and images. Why not take a
photo of your creations and send them to us at
office@thedownleyschool.co.uk

Family Worker
Dear Parents & Carers,
It has been another very busy and exciting week at The Downley School. Here are some of the highlights!

Reading Dogs

This week, children were delighted to meet Toffee as part of the Reading to Dogs Scheme to help improve
literacy, self-confidence and speaking skills. A new study, “Minor Immediate Effects of a Dog on Children’s
Reading Performance and Physiology" tested the effects of dogs on kids who are learning to read. The project
found that (surprise, surprise) dogs have a positive impact, and that it is largely due to the effect of dogs on
psychological factors. The sessions will run weekly with a core group of students.

Family Photo Shoot

On Saturday 6th November 2021, we will be holding a Family Photo shoot with professional photographer,
Danny Higgins. You only pay for the photos you wish to buy and there is no obligation. A percentage of the
revenue will be donated to the Parents/Carers Association. If you would like to book a sitting, please
visit ptaevents.co.uk/downley. Full details are available in the email sent to all parents/carers this week.

Pep the Poet

On Monday, to celebrate National Poetry Day, we had a very special visitor David Anderson also known as Pep
the Poet! Children really engaged in the session and enjoyed listening to the poetry that was shared. If you
would like more details about Pep the Poet and his work please follow the link below or refer to the
parents/carers letter sent out last week.

https://www.pepthepoet.co.uk/books
Year 7 September 2022 School Applications
For Year 6 Parents and Carers, the deadline for school applications is
31st October 2021. If you would like support in completing the
application process, please speak to me and I’ll arrange an
appointment. Please see the link below
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/apply-for-a-school-place/

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 02.09.2021 – 08.10.2021 – 96.15%

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 20th September 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
96.43%
98.06%
97.65%
97.93%
96.67%
92.67%
98.28%
97.33%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Sumartran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
97.33%
97.33%
94%
95.33%
94%
97.91%
98%

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 27th September 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
95.14%
97.42%
97.33%
97.28%
97%
97%
99.31%
93.33%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos

Sumartran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
96.33%
98.67%
96%
96%
89.50%
91.05%
94.5%

School Office
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that emails regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early are sent into
the School Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.
Absences
Reporting an Absence. If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School
Office via the absence line every day of your child’s absence.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been free of
sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire County Council’s policy.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours, excluding
sickness, which is reported via the absence line. Hospital/medical appointments need to be recorded on a Leave
of Absence form and evidence of your child’s appointment. The School does not encourage holiday during term
time and will definitely not authorise holiday during examination periods. Where possible, please complete and
return a “leave of absence form” to the School Office for authorisation at least one month before leave is
required.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder –children should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Drinks & Snacks
We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name.
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative.
Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut and kiwi free.
Late Items
If your child forgets items needed for the school day, they can be dropped off via the office but we ask that this is
kept to a minimum. If a child forgets their water bottle we have cups in school that can be filled. If there are any
letters to be handed in we ask that your child gives them to their teacher. We appreciate your support with this.

The Downley School Diary – 2021/2022
All dates below are provisional and subject to change.

Thursday 22nd July –Tuesday
Summer Holiday
31st August
September 2021 – New Academic Year
Wednesday 1st September
Inset Day

