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Head Teacher’s Comment
As always, this edition of the newsletter is packed with events and information for you all. It takes time
for staff to complete these for you alongside tweets and other communication. I personally have the
pleasure of seeing it all in action and it is easy to forget just how much goes on.
I was unable to join the harvest festival production but understand it went very well. It is the first live
performance we have had in so long. Great work Year 1. I was however saddened by a guest's
inappropriate use of filming.
We have always said we want you to have the freedom to record and share these events but for
personal use only. Unfortunately someone has not done this and caused great distress. There is nothing
for anyone to be concerned about beyond the incident but we needed to highlight this as it will impact
you all if we are unable to trust that rules are adhered to.
We have had Black History Month where achievements and stories are celebrated about people of
colour. Our value is equality and within our school we strive for equality all of the time and not just for
this month. It can be seen throughout our choices of quality central text, projects, accessibility the list
goes on. Our values are so important to help us to remember this at all times in all that we do.
Have a great half term and please stay safe with rates of infection rising rapidly.

Reception

One of the highlights this month was meeting Pep the Poet and learning his poem, “The Scarecrow Rap”.
We have also looked at lots of other poems and even had a go at writing our own about Heroes!

The children have loved exploring the new Quality Central Texts, particularly Superkid, where we have
been retelling the story, using the story to act out scenes in the mud kitchen. The children loved using
broccoli (one of the items Superkid saves someone from) in all areas. The children have loved creating
rhyming words in lots of different ways, writing with chalk on the playground, using magnetic letters and
drawing letters with peas.

The children have been exploring lengths with Superworm, finding longer and shorter woollen worms
and making their own with playdough. We have continued exploring repeating patterns creating them
with natural items they have found in the dell and looking at the colours and shapes they are using.
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A huge focus this week has been writing the days of the week which we practise each morning. First we practised,
through song, the order in which they come and now we are learning how to write the date. They are becoming
real experts at knowing the calendar and identifying what day might come next.

The children have loved exploring the new Quality Central Texts, particularly Superkid, where we have
been retelling the story, using the story to act out scenes in the mud kitchen. The children loved using
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In computing, the children have been learning about the internet and how to search effectively when
using an internet browser. Can they find the WIFI box in their own home? Ask them to explain what
The children are developing their ability to read and understand number sentences using +, - and =. They have
the
internet
is. us with their number knowledge and their determination to solve number problems. We have
really
impressed
practised using concrete and pictorial methods, which I’m sure the children will be brilliant at teaching you at
home.
As our topic of War Games moves into the next term we say goodbye to our good friend Stubby the War Hero and
we will now be focusing on two storybooks ‘Wisp’ and ‘My Name is Not Refugee’. The children even completed
their own book reviews to tell us how they felt about the story and they drew their favourite part.

The children have been exploring lengths with Superworm, finding longer and shorter woollen worms
and making their own with playdough. We have continued exploring repeating patterns creating them
with natural items they have found in the dell and looking at the colours and shapes they are using.

After working so hard, we hope you all have a very restful half term!

Year 2
How is it already half term? The children in year 2 have really settled into school this term. They have
showed so much determination and resilience as the jump from year 1 to year 2 can be quite scary but
they managed it amazingly!
We have been very busy consolidating our learning to see what we already know and what we need to
work on as a year group.
In phonics, we have been focusing on blending, especially phase 3, 4 and 5. Please focus on these at
home with your child also, the more practice the better!
For national poetry day we had a very special visitor PEP the poet come to share his amazing poems with
us. We got the chance to learn some of his poems and ask him questions about what sparked his interest
to be a poet. We also visited our very own poem café in the broken oak. We listened to different types
of poetry and got to share some of our favourites.

In PE, we have started circuit training. We have been building up our stamina and fitness levels with a
range of different exercises to get our heart rates racing. Each week we will be trying to beat our own
individual scores to improve our own learning journeys.
In computing, the children have been learning about the internet and how to search effectively when
using an internet browser. Can they find the WIFI box in their own home? Ask them to explain what the
internet is.

Year 3
We have had a wonderful time celebrating National Poetry Day! This occasion was marked by a visit
from “Pep the Poet” who visited The Downley School. He joined the children on The Mile and interacted
with the children, reading his publications. This certainly enriched the children’s learning and inspired
them to write their own poems. It was lovely to hear the children answer his questions about poetry
thoughtfully and enjoy his good sense of humour! Year 3 have written their own acrostic poems about
slavery following on from this and explored kennings as well as shape poems, which they enjoyed being
creative with. They were also able to share their poems on The Bus and in The Poetry Café. We are
supporting the children to use the correct intonation, volume and tone when reading their work back to
an audience.

We have also been continuing to read our Quality Central text ‘Civil War on Sunday’. The children have
come across a key figure in The Civil War, Clara Barton, who was an American nurse dedicated to saving
lives. The children could recall facts about her work and also wrote descriptions about her. This linked
nicely with our value of equality, teaching the children that everybody that we should treat others as
we wish to be treated and in an equal way.
Year 3 have also been applying their knowledge of column addition to solve problems linked to our
theme. They explored a range of word problems, some involving regrouping so solve outside using chalk
on the playground floor. The use of place value counters has been hugely successful in the children
grasping this concept. We look forward to moving onto subtracting numbers using the formal columnar
method as a next step.

In Science, the children have been looking at what the human skeleton looks like and exploring the
scientific names of bones. We have linked this to PE where the children were able to identify different
joints and muscles used when performing physical exercise. Try testing your children at home about the
scientific names that they have learnt!
Our unit on coding in Purple Mash is almost coming to an end. The children have thoroughly enjoyed
learning about the features of code and designing their own interactive scenes. We will be finishing this
module with children creating their own interactive programmes based on The Civil War.

Year 4
In maths, we have been learning about classifying shapes and learning about their properties, especially focusing
on triangles and quadrilaterals. We had lots of fun in the Dell taking our learning outside and working on
developing our teamwork skills using geo boards and string to show our understanding of different properties.

In English, we loved celebrating National Poetry day by enjoying a visit from Pep the Poet, reading and discussing
poetry in the Poetry Café set up in The Yurt and reading poems for pleasure with Year 3.

In science, we have continued to look at testing whether different materials were conductors of electricity or not.
For those children that enjoyed our conductive dough and making squishy circuits to make the bulb light, here is
the dough recipe in case you want to make this at home. https://squishycircuits.com/pages/dough-recipes
During our PE lessons, we have been working on developing our hockey skills and have started to play some
matches putting all of the skills we have been learning into practice

The children have been working really hard to produce some fabulous written work about the life of Roman
soldiers that some of you may have seen outside our classroom recently. This week we enjoyed some role play
outside to bring our learning to life!

The children have worked really hard this term and shared some lovely learning logs - thank you for your continued
support and we wish you restful half-term  .

Mrs Fyfe & Miss Donnelly

Year 5
Hello everyone. Year 5 have truly settled into their new classrooms and learning is progressing at a great
pace. As requested at the consultation evenings, we have added to the Year 5 homework page on the
school website a Year 5 reading recommendation book list. We hope this is useful. As a gentle reminder,
may we take this opportunity to remind parents/carers that children need their PE kits in school on a
Monday and Thursday. Thank you ever so much and have a wonderful half term.
In history, Year 5 have continued with their learning of the Ancient Greek period. Recently we studied
the origins of the Olympics and how this fantastic sporting event started nearly 3000 years ago. The
children discussed how the event has changed in this time and how the Ancient Greeks used pottery to
advertise their sporting achievements. The children will take this knowledge and create their own
pottery with Olympic designs. For now, here are some poses to help us guess what sports they will
emulate on their vases!

In PE, the children have been developing their football skills. They have learnt technical vocabulary,
learnt new drills and practised skills such as dribbling and passing. It is great to see the expert players
sharing their talents with all of us. The games have been very competitive and the children are utilising
their skills on the playground too!

Year 6
This term, the children will be focussing their writing and reading around the topic of World War II through our
quality central text ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’. The children have taken inspiration from this novel and have
been writing to entertain developing their narrative style of writing taking inspiration from the central text
“Letters from a Lighthouse”. This week they performed a freeze frame based on their favourite key event that has
occurred so far in the World War II themed novel.
The children have also been exploring a variety of styles and themes in poetry as part of Poetry Day in our “Poetry
Café”. The children experimented creating a variety of different styles. For example, Black out poetry, Shape
Poetry and Newspaper Poetry.

In maths, we have been competing in the global Mathematics World Cup competition. The children thoroughly
enjoyed the active competitive atmosphere and embraced the challenge with a co-operative and collaborative
approach.
This week the children have been learning about the order of operations (BIDMAS) and have been classifying,
estimating and measuring angles within a straight line, triangles and quadrilaterals. The children thoroughly
enjoyed the practical aspect of classifying and measuring the angles randomly created on their table.

In science this week, Year 6 continued their study of human anatomy in our topic animals including humans. They
have independently researched the effects that lifestyle, food and medicine have on our body. They compiled this
information in a double spread sheet non-chronological styled report.

Year 6 – Bloggers
Outdoor
Learning
EYFS have been enjoying their Wednesday
afternoons in the Broken Oak recently. We have
been listening to stories about animals playing hide
and seek and we’ve also been playing hide and seek
ourselves. Some children even hid some small toys
for their friends to hide and helped them to find the
toys by using the phrases “warmer” or “cooler”.
The children have also noticed changes in the
woodland, they have found different coloured leaves
and some have been exploring the aerodynamics of
sycamore seeds!

On Thursday, the nuture group found some fox
poo in the sheep wood. How did we know it
was fox poo? Well, it was hairy and contained
small mammal bones. We discussed what we
thought the fox had been eating and the
children decided it was probably mice or rats.

This weekend, why not take your children fungi
hunting? Just remember not to touch them as some
are poisonous if ingested. The cooler night time
temperatures have caused the fungi to show
themselves. Fungi are all around us, their mycelium
(root like structures) are present all through the
ground and what we see are their fruiting bodies.
Fungi can look like mushrooms, space ships,
umbrellas and even brains and ears! The fungus in
the photo is called the jelly ear fungus and it grows
on elder which is a wood that likes to grow around
Downley.

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 02.09.2021 – 22.10.2021 – 95.96%

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 4th October 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
95.71%
95.81%
95.89%
94.97%
96.33%
97.00%
97.28%
98.29%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Sumartran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
89.26%
98.33%
95.67%
98%
95.%
94.9%
88.50%

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 11th October 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
95.71%
95.48%
95.52%
96.55%
96.33%
97.67%
96%
94.48%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos

Sumartran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
88.01%
97.67%
96.33%
98.33%
91.75%
87.76%
95.5%

School Office
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that emails regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early are sent into
the School Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.
Absences
Reporting an Absence. If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School Office
via the absence line every day of your child’s absence.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been free of
sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire County Council’s policy.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours, excluding
sickness, which is reported via the absence line. Hospital/medical appointments need to be recorded on a Leave of
Absence form and evidence of your child’s appointment. The School does not encourage holiday during term time
and will definitely not authorise holiday during examination periods. Where possible, please complete and return
a “leave of absence form” to the School Office for authorisation at least one month before leave is required.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder –children should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Drinks & Snacks
We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name.
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1 children
are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative.
Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut and kiwi free.
Late Items
If your child forgets items needed for the school day, they can be dropped off via the office but we ask that this is
kept to a minimum. If a child forgets their water bottle we have cups in school that can be filled. If there are any
letters to be handed in we ask that your child gives them to their teacher. We appreciate your support with this.

.

The Downley School Diary - 2021/2022
Events that parents/carers may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note two other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

October 2021 – Black History Month
Monday 25th October - Friday
Half Term
th
29 October
Monday 1st November
Inset Day
November 2021
Tuesday 2nd November
Return to school – Start of Term
rd
Wednesday 3 November
PA – Annual General Meeting
th
Saturday 6 November
PA – Family Photo Session
th
Thursday 11 November
Remembrance Day
th
Friday 12 November
Children in Need Day
Tuesday 16th November
Flu Vaccination – all year groups
Tuesday 23rd November
Open Morning – New Reception Intake
December 2021
Monday 6th – Thursday 9th
Bikeability – Year 5
December
Friday 10th December
Christmas Jumper Day
th
Tuesday 14 December
PA Panto Trip – The Swan
th
Wednesday 15 December
Christmas Lunch for children
January 2022
Monday 20th December –
Christmas Break
rd
Monday 3 January
Tuesday 4th January
Return to school – Start of Term
th
Wednesday 12 January
Open Morning – New Reception Intake

8.15pm

am
9.15am

5.30pm

9.15am

