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Head Teacher’s Comment
As the leaves fall from the trees and short days descend, we all need to stay safe and well.
We have had some cases of Covid 19 and are experiencing staff shortages. Thank you for
your continued patience through this difficult time.

We appreciate your consideration in so many of you wearing masks and social distancing
whilst on school premises. We have taken the difficult decision not to have a Christmas
performance but share a selection of festive songs via the school’s You Tube channel
(details will follow nearer the time). We can hopefully reschedule live performances in
Spring. Reception will also be recording a short nativity soon.
KS2 were visited by an inspirational speaker, Dr David Michael, who shared his journey
through the police force. The children were praised by him for the quality of questions,
responses and behaviour.
Shortly, we will be sending out a survey to gain a clear picture of where we are as a
school. We are also preparing a consultation on school uniform for you as previously
mentioned.

School Values
Value of the Month
A value is a principle that guides our thinking and behaviour.
Throughout November we will be exploring the value of:

This has been particularly important this month as we remember those who fought with
great courage throughout many of the wars in history on Remembrance Day.
It has led to fantastic discussions in our classes about what we have had the courage to
do; big or small.

Reception

Reception have been learning all about the different people who help us in the community. When the
helicopter landed on the field, the children were invited by the pilot to come to the top of the hill to
see it and he came to speak to the children. Reception also made poppies to go on a wreath for
Remembrance Day. They used potatoes to stamp the petals and then printed with their fingers for the
centre. We then went and saw them being set out on the field.

The children explored the story Supertato. In the story, there was a hero who saved the food from an
evil pea! The children enjoyed using different fruits and vegetables in their role play, seeing what the
food felt like, smelt like and what some of it tasted like.

We have started to explore real heroes of our community. Leading on from Bonfire Night, we talked
about Firefighters and how they help us. During our time in the Broken Oak, the children made bonfire
pictures using the natural items they could find.

Year 1
Our new quality central texts in Year 1 are ‘Wisp: A Story of Hope’ and ‘My Name is Not Refugee’ which
has encouraged lots of discussion about the effects of war and allowed us to compare our lives to
those in countries around the world. The stories have beautiful illustrations throughout which have
really inspired our artwork this week. We look forward to seeing what else the children are inspired to
do!
We had a fun week in maths as we were celebrating “Maths Week”. The children were learning to find
half and a quarter of an object, shape or amount. We took our learning outside this week and went to
the Broken Oak. In the Broken Oak, the children had to make their own fraction pizza and split it into
quarters. First, the children designed their own fraction pizza on paper. Then they brought their pizza
to life by using sticks, stones and leaves on the ground. The children worked together and showed
great determination! To celebrate “Maths Week”, the children were treated to a daily maths story
read by a mystery guest. The stories were engaging and taught them all the different ways in which we
use maths in our daily life.

In computing, the children are really impressing us as they independently logged in to purple mash and
selected the work they needed to complete. This week, the children continued their lesson from last
week and proceeded to group and sort shapes based on colour, the number of sides and size. The
children worked in pairs to complete this work and it was super to hear how they grouped each shape.
In the lesson, the children had to follow instructions on the screen to complete their work.

For Science, we finished our materials topic by completing an experiment. This was very exciting for
Year one! The children were introduced to the word absorbent and we talked about different
properties of different materials. For our experiment, first we made predictions about what was going
to happen. We thought about which material would be the most and least absorbent. Then we tested
it by dropping water onto each material and recording our results. The children were super scientists
and had great fun too!

Year 2
Year two have started Autumn 2 with a can do attitude and are showing so much enthusiasm towards
their learning.
In maths, the children had their first attempt at multiplication and division last week. The children used
the CPA (concreate, pictorial and abstract) approach to guide them through different methods. They
used counters to show an array and then drew their own. By the end of the week they were able to
write their abstract calculations. Ask them to show you using household items. Remind them about
rows and columns.
We had our very first school trip last week. Even though it was a short trip, the children where super
excited to visit The Downley War Memorial Hall to commemorate all the soldiers who fought and died
for our country during WW1. We created a poppy wreath to display at the memorial to show our
respects. The children demonstrated the skills that they have been learning in art to draw a still life
drawing of the building. The children also created poppies to attach to our class cross which
contributed to a whole school display in preparation for Remembrance Day on Thursday 11th
November.

The children are reading ‘Azzi In Between’ by Sarah Garland which is about a girl and her family having
to leave a war torn country. Year 2 have been working very hard at creating a diary entry about her
experiences. We have been focusing on fronted adverbials and up levelling our vocabulary choices for
feelings. Next week we will be writing a letter to Grandma and focusing on including extra grammar,
whilst ensuring to check for capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.
In science, we have been looking at the life cycle of animals and humans. Last week we focused on the
life cycle of a butterfly and included new scientific vocabulary in our books. We will be continuing our
topic focus on animals including humans over the next few weeks.
In history, we have been recreating the “Great Fire of London” by means of our cardboard houses. This
week we hope to recreate the “Great Fire of London”. We looked at the cause and effect from our
history lesson. The children have enjoyed this topic as it gave them a chance to showcase their
creativity.

Year 3
We hope you have had a relaxing and restful half term. The weather is changing, it is a time for a hats,
scarves and gloves! Please remind your children to wear these as appropriate.
Continuing our theme of War Games, the children have learnt about the importance of Remembrance
Day. Each child created a poppy and contributed towards a class collective art piece to display outside.
Year 3 went for a walk to see the site and had a class discussion about the history. The whole school
was silent for two minutes to commemorate soldiers who fought in the war.

We also learnt about Diwali by creating rangoli patterns and the importance of Harvest Festival for
showing how beliefs can be expressed. The children gained a lot from watching some videos to support
this.

We are learning about Light and Dark and we put the classroom blinds down and switched the lights
off! This enabled the children to investigate how light is required in order to see objects. We also had
an important discussion about how light if reflected off surfaces and enters our eyes. Both classes had
great fun using torches to support their understanding of this concept. Reflective materials have also
been looked at with children experimenting with a wide range of materials such as CDs, tin foil, wool
and mirrors.
The children have been working hard on their knowledge and understanding of subordinate clauses.
They have used this information to write their own biographies of Abraham Lincoln, the famous 16 th
American president. We will be moving on to discussing causes and effects of the American Civil War
as a next step.
A lesson that has proven popular among many Year 3 children this week has been how to express
creativity through showing balances. The children have begun to incorporating mirroring and
reflecting their balances with a partner.

Year 4
In maths, we have been working on factors this week. We have been making the most of the dry weather
and using the playground as our maths book and drawing factor bugs in chalk. During "Maths Week
England", we have been using this time to practise our times tables and improve our recall speed by
competing with schools all over England! We took part in a zoom session which had us learning some really
cool maths tricks!

In history, we are finishing our topic on the Romans by creating a PowerPoint presentation all about the
Romany Legacy. We began our research in our groups which gave us an opportunity to improve our
computing skills.
In English, we have been working on writing newspaper articles based on our class text ‘Boy at the back of
the class’. We have been analysing different newspapers and discussing the features that we need to
include in our writing. We had lots of fun creating our own headlines and writing our reports - perhaps
some future reporters in our midst!
In our new science topic Animals including Humans, we have been building on our focus of investigations
by exploring models of the digestive system by replicating the system and processes with everyday
household objects (which did get a bit messy).

We have been perfecting our hockey skills and enjoying playing small matches against each other in PE this
week which has brought out some of our competitive sides. As well as hockey, we have been completing a
circuit session each week and we have started to see some improvements in our fitness!

As part of Remembrance Day and linking to the Value of Courage, we explored some interesting war poetry
and also made some poppies using pointillism techniques with cotton buds.

Mrs Fyfe & Miss Donnelly

Year 5
Hello everyone. We hope you all had a great half term and managed to have a break from the routine.
The children have returned to school rested and raring to go! We have a super half term planned of
design and technology and geography themes to name a few. Thank you for your help with learning
logs, show and tell presentations and much more. Your support with your child’s learning is much
appreciated and goes a long way to their happiness and progress here at The Downley School.
In art history, continuing our War Games theme and developing our clay skills, the children have been
learning how to make coil pots using the slip method. They then used tools to create ancient Greek
patterns on the side of the pots. They look very effective.

Last week we celebrated “Maths Week”. This provides young people in England with a positive image
of mathematics, and it contributes in a small way to change the attitude towards this vital and
beautiful subject. The pupils played in a tournament ‘England Rocks’ on TTRS, they participated in
zoom workshops, learning about tessellations and “Join the Dots”.

Year 6
It has been another brilliant, fun filled week in Year 6! As part of Maths Week England, Year 6 have
taken part in additional maths activities, including listening to a picture book ‘Sir Cumference and the
Fraction Fair’, competing in “Maths Rocks” and participating in “Join the Dots” workshop. Some
children also participated in an Escher Inspired creative online workshop on tessellation which they
thoroughly enjoyed.

In maths, the children have recently completed their work on angles and have started a new unit of
work on simplifying, ordering, and comparing fractions with different denominators. It is impressive
how well the children have shown their understanding of this topic, linking previous topics they have
been taught.

In English, the children wrote some fantastic diary entries, using both writing to inform and writing to
entertain features. They then edited their work in groups, reflecting on how to improve their writing
even further.
Year 6 participated in a year group netball tournament in P.E. It was wonderful to see such great
teamwork skills and fast paced throwing and catching. Well done to all!
Finally on Friday, we had a special visitor in our school. Detective Chief Inspector Sir David Michael
shared a talk on being the first police officer of African heritage to serve in Lewisham. His experiences
and achievements left our year 6 children inspired and motivated to achieve their own dreams.

Year 6 - Heads and Deputies
Hello everybody, welcome back to school!! We are the Heads and Deputies and this is our first
blog. Our names are Ryan (Head boy), Frankie (Head Girl), Annabelle (Deputy Head Girl) and
Jay (Deputy Head Boy). We have a big responsibility to represent our school.
Recently we’ve had a few meetings with Miss Winter, one of which was Children in Need Day
which took place on 19th of November. We had many ideas from across the whole school and
had a long think on what the top five would be. We then chose to have a rainbow theme.
Children participated in the mufti day, then paid a £1 donation.
Last week we had “Maths Week” so we had a Times Table Rockstars competition across all of
England. In our classes we got to do different activities for example we did some workshops to
do with maths. “Maths Week” was lots of fun and we hope everybody else enjoyed it as much
as we did!
As it’s our last year at The Downley School, we want to have the best year, so we will share
some exciting ideas with you soon.

Year 6 – Bloggers
Outdoor
Learning

What is Forest School?
Forest school is child led outdoor
learning. It’s fun and it’s often a bit
muddy! Hence we ask parents to help
us by providing their child with warm
comfortable clothing and wellies or old
shoes. Children can climb trees, make
dens, do craft activities, explore and
play games or learn about nature. Later
we may progress to sharing a campfire
together and using tools to safely craft
items or build structures.

Why do forest school?
Evidence has shown that forest school, and
being outdoors in general can help with
children’s mental health and wellbeing. It can
help with anxiety, confidence, shyness,
teamwork and growth mindset – where
children develop a “have a go” attitude and
the confidence to assess risks and to take
acceptable risks. Children who have learnt
that it’s ok to take calculated risks and that
failing to achieve something first time in an
outdoor environment should be able to apply
this mindset in the classroom.

Who is doing forest school?
At the moment half of year three and a number
of year sixes are taking part. After Christmas we
will change the groups so that by the end of the
year all children in these year groups will have
experienced forest school. We are hoping the
benefits will show themselves in the classroom.
For some children, taking a risk may mean
putting their hand up to speak, working with
someone new, mixing a new paint colour or
trying out a new bit of punctuation in their
work.

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
Whole School Attendance 02.09.2021 –19.11.2021 – 95.87%

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 18th October 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
94.64%
93.23%
95.86%
98.33%
93%
95%
87.84%
92.86%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Sumatran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
88.70%
98.67%
88.33%
90.33%
86.48%
91.84%
96.00%

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 2nd November 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
95.09%
97.58%
100%
95.42%
99.58%
90%
97.08%
98.66%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos

Sumatran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
92.11%
97.50%
97.08%
95.42%
95.89%
94.52%
98.68%

Well done to Gorillas for your 100% Attendance

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 8th November 2021
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

% Attendance
92.81%
95.81%
98.62%
97%
94.67%
95.30%
97.67%
99.29%

Class
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos

Sumatran Elephants
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
94.30%
96.33%
100%
96.33%
100%
94.9%
97.50%

Well done to Hippos and Sumatran Elephants for your 100% Attendance

School Office
Christmas Lunch
If you have already ordered your child a school lunch on Wednesday 15th December please log on and reorder
your child's meal, as all orders for this day have been cleared.
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that emails regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early are sent into
the School Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.
Absences
Reporting an Absence. If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School
Office via the absence line every day of your child’s absence.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been free of
sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire County Council’s policy.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours, excluding
sickness, which is reported via the absence line. Hospital/medical appointments need to be recorded on a Leave
of Absence form and evidence of your child’s appointment. The School does not encourage holiday during term
time and will definitely not authorise holiday during examination periods. Where possible, please complete and
return a “leave of absence form” to the School Office for authorisation at least one month before leave is
required.
Bikes & Scooters
A Polite reminder - children should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.
Drinks & Snacks
We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name.
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative.
Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut and kiwi free.
Uniform
A reminder to all that we change from our Spring/Summer uniform to our Autumn/Winter uniform after the
October half term break. Please note that uniform is no longer gender specific.
Please note that in line with school policy, children are not permitted to wear make-up, have extreme haircuts or
wear earrings whilst at school. If your child is seen wearing earrings, they will be asked to remove them and they
will be put in an envelope until home time.
Late Items
Late Items If your child forgets items needed for the school day, they can be dropped off via the office but we ask
that this is kept to a minimum. If a child forgets their water bottle we have cups in school that can be filled. If
there are any letters to be handed in we ask that your child gives them to their teacher. We appreciate your
support with this.

The Downley School Diary – 2021/2022
Please note. Due to the rising numbers of Covid cases we are unable to invite parents/carers onsite to any events. We
will continue to monitor the situation and let you know when this changes.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note two other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

November 2021
Tuesday 23rd November
December 2021
Friday 3rd December
Monday 6th – Thursday 9th
December
Friday 10th December
Tuesday 14th December
Wednesday 15th December
January 2022
Monday 20th December –
Monday 3rd January
Tuesday 4th January

Open Evening – New Reception Intake

5pm

PA Mufti Day
Bikeability – Year 5
Christmas Jumper Day
PA Panto Trip – The Swan
Christmas Lunch for children
Christmas Break
Return to school – Start of Term

5.30pm

