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Interim Head Teacher’s Comment

As we enter the last week of this academic year this newsletter serves a slightly 
different purpose. Inside you will see information about activities in the last week 
and also important information regarding September. 

I have also included an overview of the outcomes of statutory assessments and a 
copy of the letter detailing the findings of our monitoring inspection that we are 
now allowed to share with you; it will be posted on the Ofsted website during the 
summer holidays.  

I am pleased to say that we have successfully appointed Miss Mahady for our Year 
3 position and we are really looking forward to her joining the team. We will 
arrange for the children to meet her before we break up for the summer holiday. 
Thank you to parents in 2P for remaining patient while we found a suitable 
teacher for your children. 

On Friday we say goodbye to Mrs Winterbourne, Miss Latif, Mrs Penson and Miss 
Shields. We would like to thank them for all of their hard work and wish them 
success and happiness in their future endeavours. We also wish all of our children 
and families leaving The Downley School the best of luck with their next steps in 
schooling life. We hope that all leavers will return to let us know how they are 
getting on. 

We would like to wish all our families a lovely summer holiday and look forward to 
seeing those families returning to us on Tuesday September 5th at 8:40am. 

Please note in line with other local schools we 
will be finishing at 1.15pm on the last day of term.
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Statutory assessment data
The grids below show the data for Reception, Phonics, Y2 teacher 
assessment and Y6 SATs. 
We are really pleased with the improvement that can be seen in 
all year groups. Every cohort of children does have unique 
strengths and challenges, but we feel that the results are an 
indicator that there are improvements in teaching and learning. As 
you know we use Little Wandle to teach phonics and this year’s 
results show significant improvements. All results are now either 
much closer or are in-line with national data – this is definitely 
something we are proud of, and we will continue to work on 
improving standards next year. 

EYFS Phonics

%GLD % Y1 % Y2

TDS 2023 65.0% 78.0% 89.0%
NATIONAL (2022) 75.0% 87.0%

TDS 2022 36.0% 57.0%

Y2 Reading Y2 Writing Y2 Maths
% 

 EXS 
%  

GDS
%  

EXS 
% 

GDS
% 

EXS 
%  

GDS

TDS 2023 63.0% 17.0% 53.0% 3.0% 70.0% 14.0%
NATIONAL (2022) 67.0% 18.0% 58.0% 8.0% 68.0% 15.0%

TDS 2022 57.0% 20.0% 38.0% 2.0% 50.0% 3.0%

Y6 Reading Y6 Writing Y6 GPAS Y6 Maths Y6 combined

% 
EXS+

% 
GDS

% 
EXS+

% 
GDS

% 
EXS+

% 
GDS

% 
EXS+

% 
GDS

% 
EXS+

% 
GDS

TDS 2023 70.0% 30.0% 71.6% 13.3% 71.6% 31.6% 71.6% 23.3% 56.6% 11.6%

NATIONAL 2023 
(*2022)

73.0% 58%* 71.0% 13%* 72.0% 28%* 73.0% 22%* 59.0% 7.0%

TDS 2022 67.0% 20.0% 62.0% 12.0% 73.0% 35.0% 70.0% 28.0% 50.0% 7.0%
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HMI inspection letter
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Student Leadership Team 

As you may know we have a student leadership team consisting of five Y6 pupils. I have 
had several meetings with them since starting in April and so far, the boys have 
implemented one of their suggestions of introducing an educational Minecraft club for 
Y6 children. The girls also wanted to host an assembly that showcased some of the 
talent in the school and so today they hosted the values assembly which this month 
focuses on confidence. 

Another request they had was to be headteacher for the day and so on Wednesday 
19th July they will be undertaking some leadership duties. On this day, you may see the 
student leadership team dressed in smart mufti unlocking the gates and greeting the 
children and parents on their arrival to school, repeating a similar activity at the end of 
the day. They will spend a large part of their day recruiting Year 5 children to be the 
next student leaders. They have already started this process by compiling a letter that 
invited them to apply for the post and have thought of their questions that they will 
ask the short-listed candidates on the day. They will also be involved in purchasing 
badges for this role and making payment for these and shadowing any other activities 
that I undertake for the day. 

I very much look forward to spending the day with our potential future leaders and will 
announce next year’s student leadership team before the end of the term. The student 
leadership team will be responsible for recruiting our school council members who will 
assist in representing the views of the children. 

Assembly 

All Reception parents are invited to the 
assembly at 9am on Thursday
All Y6 parents are invited to the leaver’s 
assembly at 9am on Friday

Trips questionnaire

Please help us to review our trips and enrichment. The questionnaire can be found 
here and should only take a few minutes to complete. We request that you complete 
one questionnaire for each child as we are aware that there has been inconsistencies in 
the trips across the school. The questionnaire will remain open for 1 week and will 
close on Tuesday 25th July at 23:45. Trips questionnaire

Class parties

Children will be celebrating the end of 
the academic year with their class on 
Thursday afternoon. Children are invited 
to bring snacks into their class – NO nuts

Activities for the last week

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=plNeAm5d20Go4ioupKYWqkM7mSBkAT5Kuk5GmuYVHOlURVlYRjNXQ1RFRVNKWTVaNldWM0pDT0ExWS4u


8

School dates 2023/24

Requests for Leave of Absence during term time:
Parents/carers are advised that requests for holiday during term time will not be
authorized. All requests must be submitted in advance to the school office on the correct
forms. Supporting evidence of requirement for leave should be stapled to application. If
the form is not completed or the application is marked as unauthorised this will be
entered onto the school records. It is important that your children attend school every
day they are well enough to do so and on time as this impacts on their learning. We
expect all children to reach 96% attendance.

Dates for your diary

Wednesday 6th September  – Y5/6 meet the teachers
Thursday 7th September – Y3/4 meet the teachers 

Friday 8th September – Y1/2 meet the teachers
All meet the teacher sessions will be held as a year group at 9am 
either in the school hall or TDS+ (venue to be confirmed on our 

return in September)
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Mobile phones

Children in Year 5 and Year 6 are allowed to bring in mobile phones to school if they are 
travelling home by themselves. Year 6 can continue to bring their phone into school as 
they have been this year, but we are making a change that will start with our next year 5 
cohort. 

In an attempt to delay the onset of involvement with social media the school will no 
longer be allowing Year 5 pupils to bring smart phones to school (this will continue into 
year 6 for this cohort of children). We see the detrimental impact social media has on 
some of our children’s mental health from Year 5 and believe that some of this can be 
attributed to the introduction of mobile phones. Our preference would be that children 
do not have access to a mobile phone until secondary school, but we understand that 
some parents wish their children to have one when they start walking home by 
themselves in Year 5.  If you wish your child to have a mobile phone as a means of 
contact between you and them, we ask that you invest in a non-smart phone (similar to 
the old-style Nokia) which can be obtained cheaply from various supermarkets. In this 
manner children will be less able to engage in virtual social activities, including unlimited 
messaging and phone calling through Wi-Fi enabled phones. 

We hope that by enforcing this rule on our Year 5 children it assists parents in delaying 
the purchase of a smartphone until children are more mature (like when they transfer to 
secondary school). Many children have access to tablets at home and there is no need 
for a child of primary age to have a smart phone alongside this. Children of this age are 
still learning to navigate the rules of socialising in ‘real’ life. The fall outs that are caused 
on apps like WhatsApp are spilling over into school life and also impacting on their well-
being and self-esteem.  Let’s allow our children to be children while at TDS. 

Smart watches are also unsuitable for school use and are not allowed in school. 

Important changes for 2023/24



10

School day times
8:40-3:15

We are aware that the Infant classes need to complete a few extra minutes of learning 
time to be compliant with DfE guidelines. 

From September, we therefore will be adjusting the finish time for Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 to be in line with Y3-6 children. This means that ALL classes will finish at 
3:15pm. Gates will be open from 3:10pm. 

In the morning gates will continue to open at 8:40am and we strongly encourage 
children to arrive at this time. Early morning learning activities will be starting from 
8:45 so we urge parents to ensure their children arrive promptly at 8:40am.  

Contacting school staff

We kindly ask that parents are mindful that teachers are not expected to respond to 
messages sent outside of the following hours:

8:30-4:30pm (3:30 Friday)
Teachers are also not expected to respond to messages over the weekend. Please bear 
in mind that teachers are unable to respond to messages while working with your 
children and we appreciate your patience while waiting for a response.  If the matter is 
urgent, please call the school on: 01494527033. There is normally someone available 
to receive calls between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm (4:00pm Friday)
If you would like to speak directly with a member of the Learning Support team, please 
email: senco@thedownleyschool.co.uk 
Parents wishing to talk to someone regarding their child’s well-being should email: 
safeguarding@thedownleyschool.co.uk 

All children should come dressed in September in regular 
uniform NOT Summer uniform (April-July)

Water bottles

We request that water bottles are plastic and have a sports top. Metal bottles are very 
heavy, hurt when they are dropped on feet and make a loud disturbing noise when 

they fall off the table. 

mailto:senco@thedownleyschool.co.uk
mailto:safeguarding@thedownleyschool.co.uk
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Our safeguarding email: safeguarding@thedownleyschool.co.uk

Safeguarding 
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All children should come dressed in September in regular 
uniform NOT Summer uniform (April-July)
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Uniform details

Reception 
Children enjoy being active and creative, so we have kept the uniform simple and non-
gendered.
• Navy blue V-neck sweatshirt or cardigan (logo version available from PMG Schoolwear 

- Schools - The Downley School
• Gold polo shirt (logo version available from PMG Schoolwear - Schools - The Downley 

School Navy blue joggers (full length or short)
• Shoes - plain black, black soles, no added colour, no flashing lights, no boots 
• Socks - Navy or grey ankle/knee length 
Summer term only 
• Yellow checked dress/playsuit (optional)
• Grey tailored shorts (optional)

Year 1 and 2 
• Navy blue V-neck sweatshirt or cardigan logo version available from PMG Schoolwear -

Schools - The Downley School
• Gold polo shirt (logo version available from PMG Schoolwear - Schools - The Downley 

School
• Boys - grey trousers or tailored shorts (no combat pockets) 
• Girls - navy trousers/skirt/tailored shorts/pinafore 
• Shoes - plain black, black soles, no added colour, no flashing lights, no boots
• Socks - Navy or grey ankle/knee length 
 Summer term only 
• Yellow checked dress/playsuit (optional)

Year 3-6 
• Navy blue V-neck sweatshirt or cardigan - logo version available from PMG Schoolwear 

- Schools - The Downley School
• White shirt (short or long sleeve) 
• Tie (available from PMG Schoolwear - Schools - The Downley School 
• Boys - grey trousers or tailored shorts (no combat pockets) 
• Girls - navy trousers/skirt/tailored shorts/pinafore 
• Shoes - plain black, black soles, no added colour, no flashing lights, no boots 
• Socks - Navy or grey ankle/knee length 
Summer term only 
• Gold polo shirt - logo version available from PMG Schoolwear - Schools - The Downley 

School
• Yellow checked dress/playsuit (optional)

PE and Games (All children Reception-Year 6)
White crew neck (round) T-shirt
Navy blue school PE shorts/skort
Navy blue tracksuit/joggers/hoody - no additional colours - logo version available from PMG 
Schoolwear - Schools - The Downley School
Trainers 

Wellies 
Wellies are required in order to access all outdoor activities.

All children should come dressed 
in September in regular uniform 
NOT Summer uniform (April-July)

All children should come dressed 
in September in regular uniform 
NOT Summer uniform (April-July)

All children should come dressed 
in September in regular uniform 
NOT Summer uniform (April-July)

https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/thedownleyschool
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All children should come dressed in September in regular 
uniform NOT Summer uniform (April-July)
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In all my seven years at The Downley School, I have never had the proper chance to say 

thank all of the wonderful people that have helped me over the years. These teachers 

and peers have boosted my confidence at school and helped me shape who I am today.

So, this is to my year one, two and three teachers (whose names I sadly cannot 

remember), Mrs Fyfe and Miss Donnelly, Mrs Winter and Mr. Hillebrand – my year five 

teacher and last but not least, Miss Latif, Miss Byron, Mrs Biggs and Mrs Lawrence for 

supporting and encouraging me through my year six days. I also can’t forget my hilarious 

classmates who were there in my ups and downs. My time at this school has certainly 

not been easy, but these had made it much better. 

Layla, 6L 

Farewell messages from Year 6

Eva 6B
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So, it’s the last day huh? I thought it would go slower, but as people always say that 

time flies by when you’re having fun. From the first to last day, I have had a marvelous 

time here at The Downley School. I have accomplished so much over the years: my 

prefect role, being head of backstage, completing Leap of Faith and much more. I am 

sorry to go but excited to start a new chapter on a clean slate in a new school, in a new 

year, in a new form, trying new things in new classes.

Goodbye

Daniel, 6L

Daniella 6B

Klara 6B
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Year six was an amazing year. We made so many amazing memories and have had so much 

fun with our teachers and all of our friends. 

One of the best memories is the residential where we had a lot of fun activities with a lot 

of instructors. The 7 years I had here have been amazing. I have made so made friends and 

I am sad to leave them. 

Simran, Mia, Sophie & Jaiden 6L



School Office

Class Notes

 Please can you ensure that emails regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early are sent into 

the school Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.

Absences

Reporting an Absence. If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the school 

Office via the absence line every day of your child’s absence. Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted 

to return to School until they have been free of sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the 

Buckinghamshire County Council’s policy.

Leave of Absence Applications

 ‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences other than medical if they are 

during school hours, excluding sickness, which is reported via the absence line. The school does not encourage 

holiday during term time and therefore will be unauthorised. Where possible, please complete and return a 

“leave of absence form” to the school Office at least one month before leave is required.

For Hospital/medical appointments ‘Leave of Absence’ application forms are not needed. Please send an email 

into the school with evidence of your child’s appointment. Where possible please make appointments outside 

of school hours. 

Medical 

All medicines, including Asthma inhalers, must be supplied in the original packaging with the dispensing label.

Bikes & Scooters

A Polite reminder - children should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.

Drinks & Snacks 

We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water 
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name. 
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1 
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative. 

Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut, sesame seed and kiwi 
free.

Uniform 

Please note that in line with school policy, children are not permitted to wear make-up, have extreme haircuts, 
or wear earrings whilst at school. If your child is seen wearing earrings, they will be asked to remove them and 
they will be put in an envelope until home time.

Late Items

Late Items If your child forgets items needed for the school day, they can be dropped off via the office, but we 
ask that this is kept to a minimum. If a child forgets their water bottle, we have cups in school that can be filled. 
If there are any letters to be handed in, we ask that your child gives them to their teacher. We appreciate your 
support with this.

Parking 

Just a polite reminder to avoid parking in Faulkner way.
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Opportunities to discover

About the Course

Little Strummers is thrilled to introduce our very first Musical Theatre Week this 

summer!

The week-long course, for children aged 5 to 12 years, will be held from 21st to 25th 

August 2023 at Hughenden Primary School HP14 4LR.

The fee is £165, which is £33 per day.

Children will be singing, dancing and acting, whilst also working towards a final 

performance of Peter Pan which will be performed in front of parents and guests at 

the end of the week.

They will be working alongside our team of experienced music teachers, as well as a 
West End Musical Director and Choreographer.
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This summer we are delighted to host a wonderfully humorous, hands-on exhibition 
combining art, science and engineering that will delight visitors of all ages. Mechanics 
Alive! celebrates the fascinating world of automata (beautifully hand-crafted mechanical 
sculptures) and displays them alongside hands-on science exhibits that show children 
how they work. Press a button and marvel as these mini masterpieces come to life. Enjoy 
garden play in the Museum’s walled garden where you’ll find a variety of activities and 
games for children to play with and explore. Plus, on selected days there will be 
special Make & Take Workshops inspired by the Mechanics Alive! exhibition for children 
to get creative.

The exhibition runs from Saturday 22 July - 2 September 2023.

www.discoverbucksmuseum.org/whats-on/mechanics-alive/

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.discoverbucksmuseum.org%2Fwhats-on%2Fsummer-craft%2F&e=094b44d6&h=9ac70f6a&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.discoverbucksmuseum.org%2Fwhats-on%2Fmechanics-alive%2F&e=094b44d6&h=fb2cc84c&f=y&p=y
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Our full events programme, plus booking for our events can 
be found at https://wycombemuseum.org.uk/events-by-
wycombe-museum

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwycombemuseum.org.uk%2Fevents-by-wycombe-museum&e=094b44d6&h=6b5df60c&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwycombemuseum.org.uk%2Fevents-by-wycombe-museum&e=094b44d6&h=6b5df60c&f=y&p=y
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A reminder that the TECH CAMP is in your town this summer and for LIMITED TIME only 
are offering 5 days, only pay for 4!

The camp will be taking place at:
St. Ebbe's School

With 3 different themed weeks with exciting new activities everyday:
1.Robots, Tech Fun & VR week
2.Lego, Minecraft Engineering week
3.Photography Videography and Crafts week

For more information check out our flyer attach, visit our website below or watch our video 
to see what to expect at camp https://youtu.be/VWqFyudd9oU

Our camps cater to ages 5-12. Spaces are limited, so book now to avoid disappointment.
We also have a limited number of HAF spaces available. Don’t miss out and book online 
today, simply visit: www.nextthing.education

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FVWqFyudd9oU&e=094b44d6&h=f80933b8&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nextthing.education%2F&e=094b44d6&h=a2a12f28&f=y&p=y
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