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LƴǘŜǊƛƳ IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘ
LǘΩǎbeen a great start to the school year. We have had many visitors from outside our school
community who have commented on how well the children have settled. Eachyear group has a
memberof staff that hasprior experienceof the yeargroup,soour new staff membershavebeenwell
supportedby staff and havebeen warmly welcomedby you and your children. New staff joining the
teamareasfollows:
Mrs FawcettςSENDCo
MissBillinghamς3Bclassteacher
MissAllisonς2A classteacher
MissCheersςRCclassteacher
MissArndtς6Blearningsupport
We saw many parents attend our ΨaŜŜǘthe ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩsessionsand our open classroomevent was
exceptionallywell attendedtoo.
LΩŘlike to keepyouup to datewith a few adjustmentswhichhavebeenmadethis year. Theseinclude:
Official academisationςAs of 1st September,we havenow officially joined with ODBST!Thereare
plans to make improvementsto the site which will be sharedwith you once a schedulehas been
confirmed. Theplaqueison the wall by the valuestree at the front of the school.
Schoolpriorities for 2023_24ςThesehavebeenupdatedandare outlined in their own sectionof this
newsletter
Changeto lunchtime routinesςWehaverevisedour lunchtimeprocedures. Peaseensureyoureadthe
sectionin the newsletterto find out moreabouthow the systemoperates. (Page5)
Changeto timetablesςAspart of our curriculumreview,we madea few changes. Thisis outlined in
greaterdetail in the updatesectionof the newsletter(Page6)
AssembliesςWe havereviewedour assembliesandthe purposeof eachgathering. Thesechangesare
explainedin the newsletter. (Page6)
Student leadershipςSofar, we haverecruitedour schoolcouncil,prefectsandPupilLeadershipTeam.
Pupilvoiceis important to us,andwe hopeto gatherthe viewsof the childrenthrough theseroles. As
the yeardevelops,we will be lookinginto other rolesfor our childrento assistin further improvingour
school.

Jigsaw theme ςBeing me in my world
Themes being celebrated this half-term are as follows:
Week 1 - Help others to feel welcome
Week 2 - Try to make our school community a better place
Week 3 -¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ 
Week 4 -/ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ 
Week 5 - Work well with others 
Week 6 - Choose to follow the Learning Charter 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ WƛƎǎŀǿΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
November to explain the scheme in more detail, and we hope you are able to join us.

ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ǳŎŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ
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Farewell and good luck

Todaywe saidgoodbyeto LuciaBaker,one
of our hard working school meal
supervisors who has supported the
children at lunch time for manyyears. We
thank her for all of her hard work. TheTDS
teamandchildrenwill missyou.
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Sep-23

Thursday 28
th 

September Year 5 Trip to Ashmolean Museum

October

Tuesday 3rd October EYFS/KS1 Parent Workshop 9  - 9.30am

Thursday 5
th

 October PA Reception Parent Quiz Night  TDS+ 7.30pm - 10pm

Thursday 5
th

 October Pirate Day / Fish 'n' Chips Lunch 

Monday 9
th

Ocrober - Friday 13
th

October Bikeability Course Yr 5 & 6

Tuesday 10th October KS2 Parent Workshop 9  - 9.30am

Friday 13
th

 October Secondary Transfer Test Results

Wednesday 18
th 

October Individual & Sibling Photos

Wednesday 18
th 

October Phonics & Early Reading Info Session Rec/ 1/22.30pm

Thursday 19
th 

October Phonics & Early Reading Info Session Rec/ 1/29am 

Friday 20
th

 October Break up

Monday 23rd October - Friday 29th October 
Half Term 

Monday 30th October
Inset Day

Monday 30th October PA Pumpkin Party Disco - in hall Years 1/2  3.30 -4.30pm 
Years 3/4  4.45- 6.15pm 
Years 5/6 6.30 - 8pm

Tuesday 31st October Back to School
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November

Wednesday  1
st
 November Swimming starts for 4H 

Thursday 2
nd

 November Flu Immunisation

Tuesday 7th  November Open Morning 9.15 - 11am

Wednesday 8
th

 November PA AGM 8pm

Wednesday 8
th

 November Jigsaw parent meetings - school hall 5.30pm

Thursday 9
th

 November Jigsaw parent meetings - school hall 9am 

Saturday 11
th

 November Remembrance Day

Saturday 11
th 

November PA Family Photo Shoot am

Tuesday 14
th

 November Year 6 Height and Weight Checks

Friday 17
th

 November Children in Need Day

Tuesday 21
st
 November Parents Consultation evening 3.30 - 6pm

Wednesday 22
nd

 November Parents Consultation evening 3.30 - 6.30pm

Tuesday 28th  November Open Morning 9.15 - 11am

Wednesday 30th November Anti - Bullying Workshops

December

Friday 1
st 

December PA Mufti Day 

Saturday 2
nd

  December Christmas Fayre TBC

Wednesday 13th December Open Morning 9.15 - 11am

Friday 15
th

 December Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 15
th

 December Christmas lunch for children

Friday 15
th

 December Christmas Carol Concert - playground 2.30pm 

Monday 18
th

 December Reception & Yr 1 Nativity 2.30pm

Tuesday 19
th

 December Reception & Yr 1 Nativity 9.15am

Tuesday 19
th

 December Break up 1.15 pm

Wednesday 20
th

 December - Wednesday 3
rd

 January Christmas Holidays
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Lunchtime routines

We have made an adjustment to our lunchtime service. 
Previously ALL children remained in the hall for a 20-minute 
period regardless of whether they had finished eating. As you 
can probably appreciate 120 children seated in the hall at one 
time can get noisy as while they are waiting for others to finish 
children get bored. 
Our new system now allows for children to leave the hall after 
10 minutes if they have finished eating and would like to return 
to the playground. The system seems to be running well and 
there is a much calmer atmosphere in the dining hall. We are 
mindful that some children that are keen to get outside to play 
may not eat as much as they should. We are trying our best to 
monitor this. To begin with we found it easier to monitor school 
dinners but now are making checks on packed lunches too. If 
you are noticing an increase in left over food in packed lunches 
(and are unhappy with how much your child is eating) please let 
us know so we can be particularly mindful of your child. 

Updates

On 20th September 
everyone in school 
attended an 
assembly where 
we were officially 
presented with an 
ODBST plaque for 
our school. Many 
members of ODBST 
were present and 
introduced 
themselves to the 
children. In this 
picture you can see 
(left to right) Rob 
Halls (Challenge 
partner), Jan Marin 
(Director of 
Education) and 
Sulina Piesse (CEO). 
The plaque is on 
display at the front 
of the school. 
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Assemblies

Every Monday we celebrate our jigsaw theme for the week (see the front page of the 
newsletter for this half-term themes). These are held as 3 separate assemblies, Y1/2, 
Y3/4 and Y5/6 so that we can target content at an age- appropriate level. Reception 
currently have their assembly as a year group in class. 
We now hold either a celebration or a key stage assembly every week. These are held 
on alternate weeks. Moving forward, for Celebration Assembly, we will be selecting 2 
children per class every 2 weeks. This way they will always be celebrating with their 
peers. Parents will continue to be invited to Celebration Assembly in the usual 
manner. Year groups not attending Celebration Assembly attend either an Infant or 
Junior assembly which will vary in content according to events in the school year. 

School Council
Congratulations to the 

following children for being 
elected to represent their 
class on the school council. 

Changes to the timetable

We have changed our timetable so that PSHE, music, RE and MFL are now at the start of 
the day. At 9:30am we will mostly do guided reading or phonics across the school so that 
children who are new to learning English can benefit from the expert teaching of 
phonics whilst their peers are reading. We recognise that for some children maths and 
Englishare not their favourite subjects so to start the school day with these make the 
start to the day more accessible to everyone. It also ensures that our brains are fired up 
ready for learning English and maths skills before lunch time. 
We also have adjusted our timetables so that art or DT (dependent on which subject 
your child's class is doing this half term) have a whole afternoon alternate weeks with 
computing. As teachers we felt that children require longer periods of time for these 
subjects to allow greater opportunities for quality work to be produced. 
We have started Wake and shake at the start of the school day on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday. While many children enjoy this, we recognise that not all children want to 
participate so the activity is optional. We will monitor engagement with this and seek 
feedback from the pupils. 
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New Entry System

As someof you may have seenthe schoolnow has a
new entry system. This was put in place over the
Summerholidaysto give us an addedlayer of security
to the building. The intercom button can be found on
the left-handsideof the entrancedoor asindicatedby
the sign. Pleasepressthis and one of the admin staff
will welcomeyou in. Onexitingyouarealsorequiredto
pressthe exit button, placedon the wall by the front
windows. Childrenmust NOThelp the office by letting
peopleinto school.

Values

Youmayhavenoticedthe valueismissingfrom the front pageof the newsletter. Weare
in the processof reviewingour values. Therearecurrently22 valueswhichwe believeis
too many. Wearelookingto agreeon 6 valuesthat we canfocuson throughoutthe year,
one per half term. Thesewill be closelylinked to our jigsawcurriculumto ensurethat
key messagescan be clearly understood by all. We would welcome your input into
decidingthese and have set up a questionnaireto gain your views. Pleasespend a
coupleof minutesofferingyour opinion. Wewill be involvingour childrenin this process
after we havereceivedyourvaluablefeedback. https://forms.office.com/e/yuVqt6nRTM

Prefects
These Year 6 children (left) 

have been awarded the 
position of Autumn  Term 
prefect:
Next term we will be selecting 
12 new prefects. These will be 
selected according to effort 
and progress they are making 
in their learning and also how 
they are adhering to the 
school rules and jigsaw 
themes. 

https://forms.office.com/e/yuVqt6nRTM
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School Improvement 
Priorities 

2023-2024

Priority 1 

Improve the ethos and culture by: 

Ensure that all stakeholders understand the vision and  how values support vision

9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ

Develop a culture of high expectations, across the whole school, which is rooted in a high-

quality curriculum, driven through the re-launch of school vision and ethos across the 

community

Senior and middle leaders carry out their roles effectively and monitor an improving high-

quality curriculum

Further improve communication with all stakeholders and the wider community

Further improve parental involvement and engagement with the school  

For leadership to be a united team and classified as good

Priority 2 

Improve the quality of education by:

¶ Improve the attainment for pupils in RWM across the school so that they are at least in line 

with national expectations throughout the school 

Further develop early reading as a core element within the curriculum, utilising Little Wandle 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǇƘƻƴƛŎǎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ

English curriculum is carefully planned and delivered to develop reading and writing

Teaching of Power Maths monitored to ensure that lessons provide enough support and 

challenge 

¶ Teaching and Learning covers a broad and balanced curriculum

Subject leaders have access to high quality professional development and observe strong 

practice in other ODBST schools to strengthen their knowledge and understanding of quality 

first teaching and addressing any misconceptions

Subject leaders attend relevant network meetings so that they have a firm grasp of key 

concepts, knowledge and skills in the subjects they lead and that these elements are 

effectively sequenced

Subject leaders monitor and develop the teaching and learning of their curriculum area 
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¶ Provision for SEND pupils 

Quality first teaching, timely interventions and staff awareness ensures pupils with SEND 

make good progress from their starting points 

Assessment used to inform planning and interventions are matched to the needs of learners

¶ Early Years provision 

Staff have access to high quality professional development and observe outstanding practice 

to strengthen their knowledge of early childhood development

EYFS curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced, building upon what children know and 

can do

Outdoor environments are planned to give purposeful learning opportunities and provide rich 

communication development opportunities

Priority 3

Improve behaviour by:

Providing a safe school where pupils enable each other to learn, grow and succeed together

Updating the behaviour policy and procedures to ensure consistency across the school

Further developing a culture whereby all pupils behave consistently well, demonstrating 

consistently positive attitudes to their learning, including SEND pupils 

Improve attendance and reduce persistent absenteeism

Priority 4

Improve the quality of personal development by:

9ƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΣ ƳƻǊŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ

Develop stronger systems for pupil  voice and leadership to further develop the school

Develop well-being and outdoor learning opportunities to ensure children become resilient, 

confident, independent and creative learners.

Successful implementation of a new PSHE and SRE curriculum.  

School values reviewed and embedded into the curriculum

Priority 5

TDS pupils to be Global Citizens 

To ensure that school site is being used for outdoor education

Environmental education to be recognised as an area for development and key areas for waste 

reduction identified
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Upcoming events

Bromcom
 We will be transitioning from SIMs to Bromcom (ODBST 

managed information system) at the beginning of next half-
term. We hope the transition runs smoothly but as with all 
electronic transfers there can sometimes be a few issues as 
staff familiarise themselves with a new system. We will advise 
you of our transfer date and will be appreciative of your 
patience and understanding should we experience any 
technical difficulties. 

Dress like a pirate day ς Thursday 5th October

We are looking forward to dressing up as pirates on Thursday 5th October. Please see below as a 
reminder of the dojo message that was attached to this event. 
School CENSUS day is on Thursday 5th October. Our funding for next year is determined by the number 
of children that are in school on Thursday 5th October and also by the number of infant children (R, Y1, 
Y2) that have a school meal.
We are striving for ALL children to attend school on Thursday 5th October, assuming they are well 
enough to do so, as our funding for this year was impacted by poor attendance on Census day last year. 
We will be offering fish and chips (because that's what pirates eat) on Thursday 5th October alongside 
a special pudding. Junior children can order meals as normal, but all Infant children will be offered a 
school meal (separate communication will follow regarding this).
Please DO NOT spend money buying outfits and be creative instead...any attempt will be greatly 
appreciated and your child attending in mufti is more important than a shop bought costume. Children 
and staff have heard me talk about how I liked to dress up in my last school and Census day seems like 
a great day to do so.
On the day, please be sure to ask us "Why are you dressed like pirates?" so we can say in our best 
pirate accents, "Because we aaarrrrrrrre!"

One Can Donations

The school will be collecting donations from Monday 2nd

October. A crate will be left by the gate for donationsto be
placedinside. Thankyou in advance.

One Can Trust 
assembly

As part of our Wednesday
assembly,the One CanTrust will
be coming in to talk to the
childrenabout the work that they
do. Junior children received this
assembly on Wednesday 27th

SeptemberandInfant childrenwill
have their assembly on
Wednesday4th October.
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Announcements

Is your child well enough to be in school? 

As we enter into Autumn and viruses start spreading, we continue to support NHS guidance and would 
prefer your child to be in school with a minor cough or common cold. If they have a fever (38C or 
more), keep them off school until the fever goes. We will encourage your child to throw away any used 
tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

If your child has mild COVID-19 symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels 
well enough, they can come to school. However, if  these symptoms are coupled with a high 
temperature (38C and above) or they do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal 
activities they should remain at home. There is no requirement to test children for COVID-19. 

There is no obligation for staff to test for COVID-19. To prevent the spread of any viruses around the 
school, staff that are unwell (but well enough to be in school) will be wearing masks when entering 
public areas of the school. 

There is detailed advice given on the site below which covers a myriad of illnesses and when your child 
should be in school. This can be found here:
Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

Water bottles

A few parents have requested that their child 
continues to use a metal water bottle. We request 
that if these are used a protective sleeve be used to 
help soften the fall when they are knocked over and 
drop on the floor. Similarly, a sports top lid assists 
with minimising any spillages in the eventuality of it 
being knocked over. Metal bottles not conforming to 
this will not be allowed to remain at the desk. 
Children will be encouraged to drink water at times 
that does not disturb the flow of lessons and 
learning of others. 

School uniform

Thank you to all those parents that have 
adhered to the uniform policy. We have 
seen a few items of BLACK clothing and 
would like to remind parents that NAVY 
tops are on the uniform list. 
Also, a reminder that children are to wear 
plain black footwear when in their school 
uniform. Trainers with colour on are for PE 
use only. 

Newsletter

We are aware that this newsletter is more like a newspaper as it contains a LOT of information 
about what has been done and what is coming up. We would appreciate your views on the current 
format and any adjustments we could make. It takes a long time to compile, and we are keen to 
know whether you find it useful or if we could provide you with information in a better way. Please 
do email the office with any feedback regarding its effectiveness and suggestions regarding 
frequency, content, information to include etc. Please mark the subject as newsletter feedback. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


School Office

Class Notes

 Please can you ensure that emails regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early are sent into 

the school Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.

Absences

Reporting an Absence. If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the school 

Office via the absence line every day of your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ absence. Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted 

to return to School until they have been free of sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the 

Buckinghamshire County /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ policy.

Leave of Absence Applications

 Ψ[ŜŀǾŜ of !ōǎŜƴŎŜΩ application forms need to be completed for all absences other than medical if they are 

during school hours, excluding sickness, which is reported via the absence line. The school does not encourage 

holiday during term time and therefore will be unauthorised. Where possible, please complete and return a 

άƭŜŀǾŜ of absence ŦƻǊƳέ to the school Office at least one month before leave is required.

For Hospital/medical appointments Ψ[ŜŀǾŜ of !ōǎŜƴŎŜΩ application forms are not needed. Please send an email 

into the school with evidence of your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ appointment. Where possible please make appointments outside 

of school hours. 

Medical 

All medicines, including Asthma inhalers, must be supplied in the original packaging with the dispensing label.

Bikes & Scooters

A Polite reminder - children should not ride bikes or scooters whilst on the school site.

Drinks & Snacks 

We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water 
bottles should be άǎŜŜ-ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ name. 
As a άƘŜŀƭǘƘȅέ school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1 
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative. 

Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut, sesame seed and kiwi 
free.

Uniform 

Please note that in line with school policy, children are not permitted to wear make-up, have extreme haircuts, 
or wear earrings whilst at school. If your child is wearing earrings it should only be studs.

Late Items

Late Items If your child forgets items needed for the school day, they can be dropped off via the office, but we 
ask that this is kept to a minimum. If a child forgets their water bottle, we have cups in school that can be filled. 
If there are any letters to be handed in, we ask that your child gives them to their teacher. We appreciate your 
support with this.

Parking 

Just a polite reminder to avoid parking in Faulkner way.

12
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Early Years News
The children have settled into school life exceptionally well! They have been learning the 
routines of the day and making lots of new friends as we have explored the environment 
both inside and outside of our classrooms. We have also enjoyed our first few sessions at 
Forest School- learning about the woodland and finding fairies as well as going on a bear 
hunt! 

Our daily  phonics and math sessions have been going well, the children have been 
engaged and have demonstrated some of their learning through our continuous 
provision activities. We will continue to let you know which sounds and numbers have 
been our focus and how you can support your children through our weekly Dojo 
newsletter. 

Stars of the week! We will be celebrating 6 stars each week in our own reception classes 

until half term- after that we will join the rest of the school in the assembly hall to 

celebrate 1 star from each class- Once we join the whole school If your child is chosen you 

will be invited in to celebrate with them! 



We have had a great start in Year One. The children have had a 
positive approach to the curriculum and are adjusting well to the 
challenges Year One presents.  
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Year 1

Lƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ψ[ƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ CƻǳƴŘΩ ōȅ hƭƛǾŜǊ WŜŦŦŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
children will focus on this text for their reading and writing this 
half term and will gain a deep understanding of the story, which 
will support their writing skills.  

In maths, we have reinforced number skills within 10, including how to 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ΨƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎΩ όғ Ҕ Ґύ ς please ask your child to 
demonstrate!  

In our science lessons we are exploring seasonal change and materials. The 
children have found out about the features of autumn and will be learning 
about materials and their properties over the coming weeks. 

For our work in geography, we have been exploring aerial maps and creating 
ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ΨƳŜǎǎȅ ƳŀǇǎΩ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ DƻƻƎƭŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǘƻ 
locate your own house and look at the features around your local area.

We are enjoying learning about pulse and rhythm in our music lessons! We 
have been singing, clapping the pulse, using body percussion, dancing and 
playing non-tuned instruments to tap the rhythm and pulse of well-known 
rhymes and songs.  

We have reviewed all the graphemes covered in Reception and next week 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƎǊŀǇƘŜƳŜǎΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ ΨŀȅΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƛΩ 
sound.

Thank you for all your support at the start of the year ς we hope you are 
enjoying using ClassDojo to see what we are up to in our classrooms.
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¢ƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ нΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
each other through fun get to know me games and belonging games.
Academically, we have also been getting to know our learners and have been consolidating 
knowledge and content covered in Year 1.
In mathematics we have been securing our numbers to 100 and our knowledge on place 
ǾŀƭǳŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ млΩǎ ŀƴŘ мΩǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ 
different parts of speech during English and how they can impact on our writing. We have 
also started our book, The Incredible Book Eating Boy, where we have been using the text 
to answer questions and extend our comprehension knowledge. In addition to this, we 
have been reviewing some phonics from year 1 while introducing our learners to new 
sounds and how to blend them. In history we have been covering how schools are different 
in the past which has opened the classroom to a variety of interesting discussions regarding 
how schools have changed over time and schools in both Canada and South Africa. In 
science thus far we have been discussing animals including humans and what they need to 
survive. This has led us to talk about the importance and benefits of a healthy and balanced 
diet. In computing we have spoken about the significance of internet safety and why it is 
imperative to be safe on the internet, in addition to who we can speak to if we feel unsafe 
online. We have also been practicing how to log on and off our computers and getting 
familiar with how to operate a laptop. During art we have creatively described and plotted 
our journeys to school, and it was so interesting to see the different ways we all make our 
ways to school.  In RE we have been exploring how different people give thanks and the 
various ways we can show thanks.

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ сΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ нΩǎΦ ²Ŝ 
ŎƘƻǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ сΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
such a lovely afternoon!
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Year 3
Year 3 have been enjoying 
studying rocks and fossils 
this half term. We have 
ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ άǊƻŎƪǎέ ƛƴ 
science, we have been 
reading Stone Age Boy and 
we have been learning 
about rocks and fossils in 
guided reading.

The children have been very 
engaged in their new Jigsaw 
lessons ςŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ άŎŀƭƳ 
ƳŜέ ŀƴŘ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜέ 
games with Jigsaw Jino. 
They also enjoy having the 
opportunity to nominate 
classmates for showing the 
weekly values.

In computing we have been 
looking at networks and how 
messages are sent around the 
school. This involved us going 
on a tour to investigate our 
school network and playing 
some outdoor games to show 
how packets of data are 
transported around the 
network.



Year 4
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Year 4 have settled in well and are enjoying all 
our new topics across the curriculum. In maths, 
we have been exploring place value up to 
10,000 and will be moving on to rounding to 
10/100/100 next week. Please continue to 
support your children with learning their times 
tables as it makes their learning much easier in 
class when covering various topics.

In English, we have been developing our 
descriptive writing on volcanoes and dinosaurs 
inspired by the story of a pebble and will be 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ wƻōƻǘΩ 
which explores themes of friendship, family, 
nature vs.technology, bullying and helping 
others. This links in with our PSHE themes of 
Ψ.ŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΦ

The children have enjoyed learning about The 
Romans and our recent digestive system 
experiment which got quite messy, and we will 
be looking at teeth next!


