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Head Teacher’s Comment
Dear All,
We are fast approaching the end of term and the festive season. Please be careful on
these dark nights and where possible wear something that is visible in the dark. We are
undertaking assessments this week and I have been pleased to see how hard everyone is
working. I have spent time in classrooms working alongside the children and listening to
their views on the work and the school. They have reported that they like the new ‘chilli
challenge’ system to work, being able to self-select work that challenges their ability. Well
done children for stepping up to the challenge.
We have changed our tracking system as we were not able to accurately measure the
children’s progress previously. Progress has been an issue for the school for some time
and this area remains a school priority. The new system will be reflected in the termly
reports that are being released next week. We also noted from our survey earlier in the
year that you were unaware of other aspects of the children’s learning within school. To
support this, we have included key competencies to reflect the new holistic approach we
are taking with their learning.
We will be saying goodbye to three members of staff and would like to thank them for
their work at the school: Mrs Purkins, Ms Grace and Miss Kallilionian. We wish them all
the best for the future. We have recruited for all of these positions. We are still looking for
a Year 6 teacher.

Attendance
We are working hard at The Downley School to improve attendance. We will now be
sharing your child’s attendance with you on a termly basis. We will be using a traffic
light system to indicate your child’s attendance percentage and identify students who
may need support.
Red – Below 90%
Amber – At Risk Zone – 90% – 94%
Green – Safety Zone – 95%-100%
In order to improve attendance, both the parent/carers and the school need to work
together to ensure your children attend school regularly as is our legal obligation.
Our attendance target this year is to reach 96.5% attendance for the year or above as a
whole school.
If you are having difficulties which affect your child’s school attendance please contact
the School Office who will be happy to help
Points to help improve attendance:
Ensuring your child arrives at school on time.
Arranging non-urgent medical appointments/dental appointments to be outside of
school hours where possible.

Please be advised that holidays during term time will not be authorised.

Reception
Santa Claus is coming to town! This week, we have had the luxury of our own Santa’s workshop where
the children have been making toys, wrapping presents, answering letters from children, decorating
the Christmas tree and looking after reindeers. We have been extremely fortunate and were visited by
some kindness elves who have given us lots of mini missions to spread kindness and create lots of
Christmas cheer. They have asked us to give out as many high 5s as we could (easy peasy), sing a
beautiful Christmas song for someone we know (luckily, we had a few up our sleeve) and they even left
us a box of candy canes to hand out to people at school to spread some Christmas magic which we
loved! We have written some wonderful letters to Santa about Christmas, created beautiful Christmas
cards for friends or family, written our names in glittery snow and used our junk modelling to build lots
of new toys like robots, cots for babies, model trains and rocket ships. Our Maths focus this week has
been estimation, which can be rather tricky, but means making a sensible guess. We have estimated
how many snowballs can fit into an elf jar, how many goals we might score in football and even
estimated how tall we can build a tower before it falls down! If you see one of the Bengal Tigers or
Snow Leopards, maybe you can ask them about their estimation skills and see what they can estimate
for you too! We are doing a wonderful job of learning our Nativity songs and sound like little angels.
We cannot wait for our parents to come and see us next week!

Year 1
Little Red Riding Hood found skipping through the woods!
There has been excitement in the Wild Child’s camp this week! We have finally discovered that it was a
very noisy wolf that was keeping the Wild Child awake at night. The children have been very excited to
read the traditional tale of Little Red Riding Hood. They were then given the opportunity to use their
own finger puppets to re-tell the story to the rest of the class. They were a great audience for each
other and they were able to give feedback and tell each other what they liked about each performance
and what would make it even better next time. The children have been using our school values of
respect, patience and kindness in particular when they were the audience. The children have started to
re-write the beginning of the story and they have done a smashing job of re-telling the beginning. We
have used connectives to join our sentences. The children have been working incredibly hard and are
growing in confidence with remembering to use capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.
In Maths this week, we have looked at days of the week and months of the year and vocabulary
connected to this. The children were able to talk about their day and sequence the pictures to
represent their day. The children have worked hard and have realised they need to be able to
differentiate between day and night. The children were then able to sort out given statements and
decided when in the day they would do this. We discovered that some things such as brushing our
teeth or reading a book can be done at several different times during the day. We had a great
discussion around this and the children were able to tell each other their opinions.
In Computing and Art, we have been learning how to log on to the Purple Mash website and have had
great fun exploring it. The children were able to retrieve their saved work from previous sessions and
improve on it. This week the children have been making their own jam tarts to help them re-tell the
story of Little Red Riding Hood. The children had to be patient (this month’s value) and share with each
other. They also have had the opportunity to measure and mix all the ingredients needed to make the
tarts. They smelt good but tasted even better! Great job Year 1!

Year 2
Little Red Riding Hood is not who you think?!
Whilst researching information on wolves, we discovered there are lots of stories about these
incredible creatures, the most famous being Little Red Riding Hood. Did you know there are different
versions of this traditional tale? We read the traditional version of Little Red Riding Hood and put our
acting skills to the test, retelling the story through drama. Then we looked at the same story from the
perspective of the wolf. In this version, Little Red Riding Hood was very mean and didn’t want to visit
Grandma and the wolf wasn’t bad, in fact he was at Grandma’s cottage to help her with DIY around the
house! The Year Two teachers thought it would be great to have a helpful wolf around the house, but
sadly these texts are fictional. I mean, could you imagine a wolf changing a light bulb? Once we had
read the different versions of the story we set about writing our own version of Little Red Riding Hood.
We created a map in Geography identifying where Little Red, Grandma, the woodcutter and the wolf
lived in our story. As the woodcutter’s job is to chop down the trees in the forest, we decided, in
Science, it was important to learn what plants and trees need to grow so that we can look after our
forests for the future. Our Year Two students can tell you all about how to look after plants. The Wild
Child has decided that she will be moving on to a new wood in time for Christmas and started sharing
her things with the animals in the woods. In Maths we have looked at what sharing means and have
been learning about fractions. In Year Two we can find half and quarters of shapes and numbers and
can use our knowledge to solve problems. It’s been a busy couple of weeks and with Christmas coming
up we are learning carols and can’t wait to perform for you in the last week!

Year 3
Year 3 pupils have impressed the teachers with their knowledge of joints and naming different bones
in the body. They have discussed different types of skeletons which are called hydrostatic skeletons,
exoskeletons and endoskeletons. They enjoyed looking at pictures of different animals and deciding
which category of skeletons they belong to. Some children were even able to talk about the
advantages and disadvantages of having such a skeleton. Can you quiz your child on their skeleton
knowledge?
They have also created a useful toolkit which talks about effective features of story openings. The
children have worked together to write some very imaginative and exciting story openings! Dialogue,
actions, statements and characters have all been identified and captured. Perhaps your child might like
to write a story opening at home with you as an example based on a location of their choice?
Year 3 pupils have also been learning about Skara Brae which is a Stone Age settlement in Scotland.
They found out that William Watts was the discoverer and it is famous for being the largest well-kept
settlement to date. They found eight houses in total, jewellery, Stone Age tools and some form of
Stone Age prison. The Year 3s then acted out being news reporters, describing the discovery of Skara
Brae. They have all shown such great reporting skills!
Children have worked between the two classes. They have enjoyed peer tutoring each other and
sharing their learning. They have helped their friend “Stig” to sort through his tools and his recycling to
represent this in the form of bar charts and pictograms. The children felt proud that they were able to
help Stig as he was not as able to sort through his own belongings by himself. Now maybe your
children may like to help you sort out your recycling and rubbish at home?

Year 4
Homework
Please see below a summary of homework expectations.
Mathletics
Timestable Rockstars
Spelling
Learning Logs

Set
Due in
Friday
Thursday
Daily for 5 min if chn do not know up to 12 x12
Friday
Friday (incl test)
Friday (self-select)
Friday (last one 7.12)

Please could parents and carers regularly sign their Reading Book, after discussing books with children.
Books are only changed on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Full details of Year 4 objectives are now available on the website under the Year 4 blog.
https://www.downley.bucks.sch.uk/page/?title=Welcome+to+Year+4&pid=326

Irresistible Curriculum & Learning
Recently, we have been researching about bats and their habitats in the UK. We have
been working on developing our non-fiction skills reports by writing magazine articles
and, through drama, reporting on the discovery of a “lox” and its habitat.
We have been creating our own bar charts based on our favourite preferences of
crisps, colours, etc! Also, we have been interpreting discrete and continuous data
through line graphs.

Year 5 kindly created some Maths games which they shared with us and we had great fun practising
our Maths skills together.

In Science, we have started exploring the digestive system and loved getting messy by recreating the
digestive process with bananas and tights! Thank you for donating any junk modelling which we are
using to reinforce our learning by creating the different parts of our bodies involved in the digestive
system.

Patience is a really important value this month and the children are already showing ways to help each
other and their teachers at this busy time of year.

Year 5
Year 5 has been really busy! We have completed our ‘Life-cycles of Plants Unit’ in Science by exploring perennial
bulbs and looking inside at the amazing food store!

The children have now embarked on a journey investigating materials and their properties. They have carried
out an investigation testing a selection of materials for their hardness. The children had to design a results chart
and explain their findings in a detailed conclusion.
The classes have really enjoyed performing and writing poems! In our Outlaw novel, King Richard I needed
rescuing from the dungeon of a castle in Austria. Of course, we had to write a rap with a partner to tell the
narrative! The class made a valiant attempt to perform with a rap backing track!!
Robin Hood and Little John Rap
Let’s start it here,
I have no fear
Of you stupid fool.
I’m bigger than you,
I’m better than you,
You are so not cool.
I’m little John X4
I’ve golden aim,
I’ll shoot your veins.
I’m skinny but I’m strong,
I’m a man
And I got a plan,
So I’ll smack you like a bong.
I’m Robin Hood X4
I lost all I had,
And now I am bad.
You need to understand okay.
You chat like a man,
But I’d blow you with a fan.
You can’t burn big LJ.
I’m Little John X4
We’re both very fine,
Have you got enough time,
To merge our awesome teams?
We’ll bust the Sheriff,
Make him perish.
Come on, don’t give me the means.
We’ll be Robin Hood and little John X4
This sounds very cool,
We both have the fuel.
Let’s start this merge thing now,
We’re Little John and Robin Hood X4
We’ve got a plan, let’s get it on.
Written and edited by Eve and Aanya

After a drama lesson of battling soldiers of Nottingham and Outlaws, the pupils wrote and performed
some excellent descriptive battle scene poems.
The Battle
Everybody is fighting,
People are suffering,
And crying in path.
Nobody knows how it will end.
Robin shoots arrows in the air,
Trying to kill the fierce soldiers,
Outlaws sacrifice their lives,
The soldiers are running!
The outlaws had won!
But hundreds had perished,
Nothing would be the same,
The soldiers ran in fear!
By Sky Patel

In Maths, the children have been exploring fractions by learning how to multiply, add and find the
equivalence.
Our new value is Patience. Can the children explain how the ‘Chimp’ in our brain needs to be more
patient and caring with the people around us?
Thank you Year 5 for your continuing hard work and enthusiasm!
Mrs J Richards Ms H Grace

Year 6
I am sure you are aware that this has been Assessment Week in Year 6 where the children have
worked extremely hard to complete a full set of practice SATS papers in Arithmetic, Mathematical
Reasoning, SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) plus Reading Comprehension. The scores from
these tests inform our on-going internal assessments. They also provide further opportunity for the
children to become familiar with the test format for the real tests which will take place in May. The
outcomes from these tests will help to inform pupil reports which will be sent home next week.
Please note that due to all the tests this week, times-tables tests did not take place on Monday (but
will resume next week) and no spellings were issued to practise and learn for next Monday.
The children have enjoyed the opportunity to complete and evaluate the construction of their model
survival shelters in Design Technology work, based on Michael Morpurgo’s Outlaw novel and using
materials gathered from the Dell. Please see the photos on our class web page. In other Technology,
the children worked with Mrs Lane in small groups to bake and decorate cupcakes to sell at the
Christmas Fayre last weekend. The eggs used were from our school chickens. Do ask them about the
eventful time we had with the fire alarm!
In Maths, we have been practising and performing different mental strategies to solve calculations
using the four rules of number. The children have amazed us with their response to the various “chilli
challenge” word problems and several attempted the “Inferno” reasoning questions successfully!
Some of the questions had caused great debate amongst staff members in finding the correct answers.
In Science, the children have again been mathematical, using line graphs to consider and compare the
different pulse rates of various animals.
We continue to discuss and plan our Enterprise Project, looking to the Summer term. We are close to
the point where children in each class will vote for their business proposal. Also taking place in the
Summer term will be the Year 6 residential visit to The Frontier Centre (24-28 June). Several of you
have been asking about this. School preparations are underway and by now you should have received
a letter via your child with further details, including how it will be possible to budget if you prefer to
pay in instalments. Please let us know if this has not arrived home.
Finally, Tharul, Lily, Zara and Daniel attended the Governors’ meeting this week. They presented their
initial planning on the topic of “The Great Homework Debate”. Please see the separate leaflet about
this. As well as the Head Boy and Girl and their deputies, we continue to encourage all children from
both classes to write blogs for the school website on our class page. Some children are choosing to do
so in their break-times; others are welcome to write a blog as extra (voluntary) homework. These can
be sent to the class teacher via the School Office. Thank you to Jacob who wrote a blog at home about
the visit from the Hearing Dog in training that visited 6LT last week with its trainer last week.
On the subject of homework, we have been absolutely thrilled by the Science Learning Logs from the
last three weeks and have really enjoyed sharing these in class. Thank you for your support with this at
home. What an amazing variety of responses! We have set a special festive Learning Log to be
completed by the 14th December and cannot wait to see what comes in. These will be shared in class
next Friday morning.
The Year 6 Team

Blog by the Deputy Head Boy and Head Girl
Hi! We are the Deputy Head Boy and Girl of the Downley School. We are
swapping with the Heads every fortnight and we will be writing the blog
this week. This blog is all about what exciting things are happening in our
school lately.

On the 1st December 2018, we held our annual Christmas Fete at the school.
It was very successful, as we made lots of money, and sold lots of cakes,
which were baked and decorated in classes and were made using our
chicken’s eggs. We are very grateful to the parents who kindly helped out
at the event, from cooking to managing a stall. Tharul, Lily and Daniel
collected money from people arriving. Thank you to Methmi for stepping in
to help with this.

As you may know from our previous blogs, in mid- January, we are
holding an important event in school, named the “Great Homework Debate”.
This will happen in both Key Stages, and we will hold a mini debate in
classes beforehand, to vote for finalists. At the Governors’ meeting on the
5th December, the Head Boy and Girl, were joined by us to give the
governors more information about what we are planning.
We hope to give you more information soon and further updates will be in
upcoming blogs.
Thanks!
Zara and Daniel
(The Downley School Deputy Head Girl and Boy)

General Information

Festival of Carols
The Friday choir clubs performed this week at the Values assemblies and are learning carols to help
with the outdoor Festival of Carols on Monday, December 17 th 3:00-3:30 pm. We hope to see as many
families there as possible!
Miss Ball

Christmas Jumper Day
To support the Save the Children charity, the children are able to wear a festive/Christmas jumper or
top on 12th December. They will be required to wear the rest of their uniform, as normal.
A donation of £1 would be greatly received towards the charity. We will be collecting donations at the
school gate on that morning.
Thanks for your support.

Christmas Dinner
Don’t forget to amend your order on the Innovate Website if you would like your child to receive a
Christmas Dinner on 12th December. The deadline for amendments is Saturday 8th December.

Volunteers – Chickens
We are looking for volunteers to tend to the chickens over the Christmas break. If you would like to
volunteer please send an email to enquiries@thedownleyschool.co.uk.

Family Worker
On November 27th I attended a Digital Resilience to Support Children’s Mental Health Workshop. We
were informed of some useful websites that I would like to share these with you.
www.net-aware.org.uk

This site was developed by the NSPCC and has information on all of the apps and games your child
uses. You can find information on;






Safety and potential risks of the content
Privacy setting and reporting advice
O² Guru report
Children’s likes and dislikes
Users and Net-aware votes regarding the correct age of use.

www.iwf.org.uk
The Internet Watch Foundation offers the public a safe place to report suspected online child sexual
abuse images and videos anonymously. Also if your child was to send an inappropriate explicit image
online accidentally, or through misadventure, you can contact them as a parent to get it removed
before it can be shared elsewhere.

www.ceop.police.uk
The Child Exploitation and Online Protection command work to keep children safe from sexual abuse
and grooming online.
You can report to them if you are concerned that a child is being sexually abused or groomed online.
This might be from someone they know or someone they have only ever met online. They are there to
help and offer advice to make the child safe.
www.internetmatters.org
This is a not-for-profit organisation that has a simple purpose – to help keep children safe in the digital
world.
They are backed by the UK’s most prominent internet industry players, BT, Sky, TalkTalk and Virgin
Media, and are supported by leading child online safety experts. They are able to offer advice and
information available on tackling e-safety issues

Further Information
If you have an anxious or worried child, we have a mentoring system available to pupils
who need support. Please contact me on 01494 527033 if you need any further
information.

The School Office
REMINDERS
Safeguarding
In order to ensure the safeguarding of all pupils, we ask that all visitors report to the School Office
when arriving on site. Please do not enter the building without a member of staff.
Parking
We have received serious complaints from residents and parents regarding dangerous driving and
parking on the roads surrounding the school site. We would like to take this opportunity to remind
you of the Highway Code to ensure the safety of children and the general public. Local community
officers are being notified of the parking issues particularly around Faulkner Way.
A REMINDER THAT NO PARKING IS PERMITTED ACROSS THE ENTIRE SCHOOL SITE. YOU SHOULD NOT
BE DROPPING YOUR CHILD OFF BY CAR WITHIN THE SCHOOL GROUNDS. THIS WILL BE MONITORED
ACROSS THE WHOLE SITE.
Absence Line
The Office is open between 8.30 and 4.00. If you need to leave a message outside of these hours,
please leave your message on the absence line option 1.
Communications via Email
Having reviewed the email communication in school we have created for PARENTS ONLY a dedicated
email address. From Monday 26th November 2018 please use enquiries@thedownleyschool.co.uk.
You should receive automatic response to your email. We will respond to emails within five days
unless it is urgent.
Thank you for your ongoing support and patience whilst we implement the changes with the new
email system. We are aware that there have been some problems such as duplicate email which we
are working to resolve promptly.

Stars of the Week
KS1 Celebration Assembly 23rd November – Stars of the Week
1H
1P
2K
2R
3R
3KR

Zac, Mollie
Amar, Maryam
Skyler, Kasshvi
Lilly, Jake
Jaycob, Daksh
Harry,Adi

KS2 Celebration Assembly 30th November – Stars of the Week
4F
4B
5G
5JR
6LT
6S

Ruby, Dylan
Michaela, Joe
Alina, George
Emily, Connor
Nilara, Alex
Tharul, Lily

Golden Ticket Winners
Friday 23rd November was Samayu – 2R
&
th
Friday 30 November was Chaudry 4F

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for the
year.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 5th November 2018
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
96%
98.28%
99%
98.57%
99.67%
97.33%
97.67%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
96.33%
100%
100%
92.96%
99%
98%
97.93%

Well done to 1P & 2R for your 100% attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 12th November 2018
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
96%
97.93%
97.33%
97.86%
98.67%
96.67%
94%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
95.67%
99.67%
97.59%
96.83%
94%
97%
98.21%

Well done to 1P for your 99.67% attendance.

11.12.18
11.12.18
12.12.18
13.12.18
17.12.18
19.12.18
20.12.18 –
03.01.19
02.01.19
03.01.19
08.01.19
24.01.19

Nativity Performance - Foundation
Termly Reports to Parents
Christmas dinner & Christmas Jumper Day
Nativity Performance - Foundation
Festival of Carols – KS1/KS2
End of Term
Half Term
Inset Day
Start of term
Open Day – New Starters - Reception
Year 6 Residential Trip Information Evening

1.30 – 2.30

4.30 – 5.30
3.00 – 3.30
Finish Normal Time

10.00 – 11.30
6.00 – 7.00

