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Head Teacher’s Comment
Welcome to another packed newsletter to support you all in knowing how well your children are
doing. I have visited all classes and seen the value of positivity emanating from them. The
children’s learning behaviours are enabling staff to really extend the curriculum. Within the ‘Chilli
Challenge’, children are becoming aware of what they know and how to improve. The feedback
they have given me is that they enjoy seeing the improvement and tackling harder work. Well
done children - this makes us so proud of you.
Our new staff have settled into The Downey School Team and thank you to everyone that has
made them welcome. I am so impressed and proud to be the Headteacher to such a talented
group of professionals. We have 4 musicians. They speak 7 different languages fluently and have
knowledge of many different countries, cultures and faiths. Everyone has brought a unique
dimension and passion for education and your children are contributing to the improvements
within our School.
We sent a communication some time ago about setting up a Parent/Carer Forum. To date, we
have had no response. If you would like to be part of our team and help shape our School, please
let the Office know. You will all be very welcome.
With all this positivity, I am saddened to close with reference to the letter sent today. In all the
years I have been in a profession I love, I have never experienced such a lack of respect and
dangerous behaviour of a small minority of people. I have never had to resort to these actions
before and hope that we can now all begin to work together for the children. Despite the
continued co-ordinated attack on myself and the Chair of Governors, we are still here working for
you and the School. We have shown the resilience and commitment that we are trying to build in
our children. We are still people with families and lives so these things do not go without impact.
I wish you all a good and safe week, especially in this challenging weather.

Reception
After wreaking havoc at the home of Merlin the Wizard, 5 cheeky dragons turned up in the Dell this
week! On Monday we went for our Outdoor Learning experience in the forest, only to find dragons
hidden around in trees, bushes and even the football net. Inspired by this, lots of our learning has been
dragon themed. In writing, we have been creating our own pet dragon and writing down labels to
describe what they look like or how they might act (not surprisingly, we have lots of very mischievous
pet dragons). We even made our own colourful pet dragons at the craft table that have now joined our
Dragon friends in their cave. Our Maths focus this week has been on creating dragons using lots of
different shapes, which has helped with our identification of shapes and what makes each one special.
Our new dragon friends like to hide in peculiar places throughout the day which has helped us to
describe where they are using positional language, such as ‘behind’, ‘next to’ or ‘under, to try and find
them again, which has been a bit of a nuisance! We have made some beautiful dragon creatures using
the Play-Doh, building on our imagination by giving them feathers, horns and a couple even had tiny
pine cone dresses. Our learning has been littered with lots of lovely dragon themed books, ‘Dragons
Love Tacos’, ‘There is no Dragon in this Story’, ‘Dragon Stew’, ‘My Magical Dragon’ and our particular
favourite, ‘There’s a Dragon in Your Book’. Outside, we have made some very interesting stews in the
mud kitchen, with a variety of magical ingredients, and built very impressive Dragon-proof castles
using the giant blocks. We have really enjoyed getting messy in the dragon swamp, which was
incredibly fun to play in because it was very ‘ooey gooey’ ….

Year 1
In Year 1, we have been extremely excited about our topic of
Turrets and Tiaras and we hope the children have been
sharing their learning with you. The children have been
thinking of questions they would ask a Dragon if he visits our
School. The children have also taken part in some drama and
role play out on the field. They have been working hard to retell parts of our story ‘The Knight and the Dragon’. The
children thoroughly enjoyed being outside and acting out
parts of the story – we heard them using some great words
and look forward to their writing next week.
In Design Technology this half term, we will be planning and making our own models of a castle. We
have started to look at castles and what is needed to build them. The children have begun to use a
range of materials to make a tower for the castle. They have had to use our School Values of Patience
and Determination when making the turrets to go to the top to ensure it fits!
Our Maths focus this week has been to see how heavy or light an item is by using balancing scales. The
children have been using the special vocabulary such as ‘weighs more than and less than’. The children
have been super stars in Maths and have worked incredibly hard to estimate and weigh the given
items.
Our Maths concept next week is Money. Please could we ask for your support with this? Please can
you provide your child with any ‘handling of money’ opportunities to help them begin to recognise
coins? It could be whilst you are out shopping or role playing ‘shops’ at home. We thank you in
advance for your support.
Year 1 Team

Year 2
We have had a busy few weeks back to school and the children are getting stuck into our ‘Turrets and
Tiaras’ topic! The children started their journey by writing exciting poems about castles and dragons.
They have also been looking at the different parts of a castle and using this knowledge to draw artistic
sketches. During our Science lessons, we have investigated a range of materials that would best build a
strong fort and tested various cloths to see which will be the most absorbent to help clean up a
‘terrible flood in the castle hall’.

This week, we have been looking at a story called The Egg by M.P.
Robertson, which is about a boy who raises a baby dragon after finding
a mysterious egg in his chicken coop. Coincidentally, some mysterious
dragon eggs have also appeared in the Year 2 classrooms … The children
have been very careful not to disturb them! We have done many
activities surrounding this book, including a news report, where the
children have filmed exclusive interviews with the dragon and the boy.

The children will be studying the amazing Bayeux Tapestry this term, which depicts the fight between
William the Conqueror and Harold the Earl of Wessex, culminating in the great Battle of Hastings. We
are working on creating our own class tapestries to retell this story. In our first lesson, we went to the
Imagination Studio and drew different parts of the Bayeux Tapestry. We were able to see most of the
picture projected across the three walls!

As part of our ‘positive’ value, we have been discussing how trying new things gives us an opportunity
to grow. It could be something small, like choosing someone in the class who you haven’t worked with
before to be your partner, or a bigger commitment, such as taking up a new club.
We hope the children continue to enjoy this term and have a positive time at school!

Year 3
Year 3 have been continuing their exciting learning journey and have wowed their teachers with their
improved descriptive writing. They have been looking at settings in the story “How to Train Your
Dragon” and extracting key words and phrases to help the reader imagine what the place is like. Their
use of similes, adjectives and the senses has sparked their imaginations and enabled them to write
fantastic pieces of work for display based on the Dragon Nursery. They have also begun to look at how
tension and suspense is created in a story and enjoyed using role play to depict this. We have
discussed the effectiveness of showing emotions through actions and body language to enhance a
piece of writing. Perhaps your child could share a few examples of this with you to show how a
character feels at different parts of a story?

We have been working hard on identifying and comparing fractions in class. The children have loved
creating fraction walls to understand what equivalent fractions are and have used their knowledge of
multiplication and division to work out other alternative equivalent fractions. They have consolidated
their understanding of fractions through the use of fraction board games and have even created their
own!

Year 3 have also started to look at different types of rock and how they are formed. They know what
igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks are. Which do your children think may be best suited for
a dragon’s cave and why? They have been able to observe the physical appearances of different rocks
and group them according to a given criteria such as size, shape, colour and texture.
Online safety is an area we have discussed in class and the importance of not sharing passwords with
anyone else. The children have understood this and created a mind map illustrating what they use the
internet for.

Year 4
Irresistible Curriculum & Learning

During this term, we will be looking at setting and character descriptions, action and suspense writing,
dialogue and explanation texts. The children have sketched some scowling dragon eyes to start our
new topic off and enjoyed creating dragon art through different mediums including marbling and
acrylic paint. When these are finished we will put them up in a gallery in the Y4 folder for you to look
at! We will be using these ideas, plus our recent snow experiences, to practise writing a setting in a
dragon nursery. The children are becoming familiar with recognising similes, alliteration, complex
sentence, fronted adverbials and advanced punctuation in texts, so please encourage them to do this
at home when reading with you or when they are writing their own stories.
We are continuing to investigate Teeth this month so do ask the children what they have learnt so far…
we are currently planning for an investigation on toothpaste; next week we would like some children
to bring in an unbranded or branded toothpaste so we can compare its performance with a
homemade version. Look out for our results on Twitter!
We are continuing to learn about life in the Roman Empire and looked at the requirements for
becoming a Roman soldier. We will be moving on to learning about their legacy in the UK prior to our
trip to the Verulanium Museum on 11 February. Thank you to those of you that have replied and paid
by Parentpay already.
The children are welcome to bring in any books or supplementary resources to share with the class.
We are also learning about art inspired by Juan Miro and have drawn our own pictures which we will
be writing about in Spanish next week.

Year 4
The children have been told about our forthcoming homework debate in school that we will also be
discussing over the next few weeks, so please look out for more information on this as we want to
build in parent views as well.
In Maths, we are looking at coordinates. Here is a summary of our Spring 1 objectives:







Read Roman numerals to 100 and understand that over time, the numeral system changes to
include the concept of zero and place value.
Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions
Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator.
Describe positions on a 2D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant.
Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares.
Divide 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number using formal written layout with no
remainder.
Y4 Blog Link

Please note the link below takes you to curriculum objectives and any recent letters relating to Year 4
activities if you need to re-refer to anything, e.g. swimming dates and school trips to Verulanium
Museum and Echoes Concert.
https://www.downley.bucks.sch.uk/page/?title=Welcome+to+Year+4&pid=326

Year 5
In Year 5, we have settled into the routines of the week. A reminder for all the children, that the
Learning Logs will now be collected in on a Thursday and either returned that day or the Friday.
Spellings remain on a Monday and the children all have a yellow spelling book to practise their words,
to put them into a sentence or to find definitions. The Mathletics tasks from last term have been
cleared and there are some new ones now assigned.
In Science, the children explored dissolving different solids in hot water. For those which were soluble:
it was discovered that through evaporation the solids could be returned.

One frosty morning we all ventured outside to find water as a solid, liquid or a gas. These were found
and we discussed where the samples came from and where they would go as some revision for the
water-cycle. This linked in with our Science and Geography learning outcomes.
The children have learnt to identify and use modal verbs (might, may, ought to, should, would, could,
must, can and will). In 5JR we wrote an aspirational piece about what we hoped for ourselves when
thirty years old! Our MP Steve Baker appeared on a visit and we shared our ideas, most eloquently,
with him. He told us that he was once inspired by his teacher who passed on a piece of valuable advice,
‘You can do whatever you put your mind to’ if determined and resilient!
We have now started in earnest, to read our class novel, ‘Beowulf’. The
children have written as King Hrothgar invitations to his warriors to come
to a great banquet at his mead-hall. They have also imagined the beast
Grendel’s lair in charcoal and written amazing descriptive pieces. Read
them at your peril – several are rather gruesome! Our learning is being
linked to Anglo-Saxons and Vikings in Britain. We hope you are impressed
by our Viking Long Ships!

In Maths, Year 5 have been investigating time tables and even planned a trip to Reading with a stop off
at Marlow using an up to date bus time table. Hopefully, no one missed the bus and failed to return to
High Wycombe! Over the next few weeks the Maths units will cover: Rounding, Division and Measuring
Area.

Year 6
In Year 6 we have wasted no time getting back into our usual routines and working very hard these
past two weeks. The message of Positivity has been spreading pleasantly through School and especially
Year 6. Day by day, the children are working harder and encouraging themselves to have a go at tasks
they would normally shy away from. Mrs Ali has been enjoying working with 6AL and 6S through
different group activities where children from both classes merge to work together. This is an amazing
opportunity to build relationships between both classes which will benefit them in secondary school.
Having 4 staff members in Year 6 has meant that we have extra support for all the children during our
Maths and English Lessons. This has been very helpful in identifying gaps in learning whilst the children
are in smaller groups.
We have had a strong focus on fractions in the past fortnight. This includes: ordering fractions;
simplifying fractions; finding equivalent fractions; adding and subtracting fractions; multiplying and
dividing fractions. We have also made the link with percentages and decimals through solving
problems and sums that involve finding fractions and percentages of different amounts. This has also
required conversion of units. Having smaller groups of children to work with has allowed the teachers
to provide enriching teaching and to focus on individual needs. Confidence levels are rising as more
children are now coming out to the front and teaching the class.
In English, we have continued reading the book Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo. We have started
writing descriptive settings and invitations with a focus on rich vocabulary and higher level
punctuation, including semi-colons and colons. Ask your child to demonstrate Kung Fu Punctuation!
Can we please remind you to read with your child at least 3 times a week and make sure your child is
reading independently every day. Reading Records are checked every Monday. Reading a range of
texts builds vocabulary and allows children to develop their ability to express themselves powerfully in
writing. We will continue with descriptive writing linked with our Beowulf topic as part of our narrative
focus. Again, please can you and your child have a look at the writing checklist we gave last week with
our newsletter, as children will be marked against this guideline in the weeks ahead.
On Fridays, a highlight of the week is to share Learning Logs and we have been really impressed with
the Anglo-Saxon work produced. Thank you for your support with this at home. We have had children
create posters, models, films and PowerPoint slideshows which they enjoy presenting in front of the
class. Examples are going on display in the classroom and we continue to marvel at the creativity
involved.
Please can you make sure that your child is bringing all their homework every Monday and Friday.
Some children have not been bringing in their spellings or Reading Records on a Monday. We have
given each child in Year 6 a homework diary where they will write down all the homework they receive
in the week and when they will need to hand it in. Of course, it is good preparation for secondary
school routines.
Following a recent incident on the way home from school, where an inappropriate message was sent
from one child to another, we would like to remind parents that users of social media should be aged
13 and over to hold an account.
Finally, thank you for attending the Frontier Centre Information Meeting on Thursday evening. It was a
fantastic turnout and we are thrilled that all Year 6 children are going on this residential visit. Those
who were unable to attend the meeting should have received the following documents via their child:
the visit consent form, a kit list, a slideshow hand-out, as well as the Centre’s behaviour policy to sign
and return. Please also see our Year 6 class page on the website.

Sports

P.E./Games Report
With the new term in full swing, plenty has been happening on the games front. Children have been
tackling the cross country course in P.E. lessons and many have been recording personal best times.
The fastest time recorded this year is 4 minutes 57 seconds by Jack D (Year 5) for the 1.6 km course.
Table Tennis Club is proving to be a very popular activity with Year 6 children. It is hoped during the
summer term to move the tables outside so children can play during their break times.
The Under 10 and Under 11 football teams have both progressed to the quarter finals of their
respective District Cup competitions. The Under 11’s had an impressive 6 – 1 win against Hamilton
School and as this report goes to press, the Under 10’s have just drawn 1 – 1 away at Naphill and
Walters Ash School in atrocious weather conditions.

Family Worker

The School Office
REMINDERS
Adverse Weather Conditions
During the winter months and with the threat of snow and ice, please be advised to check the Bucks
Schools Closures website (https://closures.buckscc.gov.uk/) for any changes to school times or closures
in the event of adverse weather conditions. The decision to make any changes to the school hours is
made with the safety of all pupils and staff in mind. Safety on the way to school and on the school site
is paramount and we will ensure that the School is open as usual if it is safe to do so.
Safeguarding
In order to ensure the safeguarding of all pupils, we ask that all visitors report to the School Office
when arriving on site. Please do not enter the building without a member of staff.
Parking
A REMINDER THAT NO PARKING IS PERMITTED ACROSS THE ENTIRE SCHOOL SITE. YOU SHOULD NOT
BE DROPPING YOUR CHILD OFF BY CAR WITHIN THE SCHOOL GROUNDS. THIS WILL BE MONITORED
ACROSS THE WHOLE SITE.
Absence Line
The Office is open between 8.30 and 4.00. If you need to leave a message outside of these hours,
please leave your message on the absence line option 1.
Communications via Email
Having reviewed the email communication in school, we have created for PARENTS/CARERS ONLY a
dedicated email address.
From Monday 26th November 2018, please use
enquiries@thedownleyschool.co.uk. You should receive automatic response to your email. We will
respond to emails within five days unless it is urgent.
The Parents’ Association
The Parents’ Association have recently signed up to a printer cartridge recycling scheme. If you use HP,
Dell, Lexmark, Canon, Samsung, Neopost, Epson or Kodak cartridges, these can be recycled. There is a
cardboard box inside the Foyer. Please leave them there and the PA will collect them and send them
off.

Stars of the Week

KS1 Celebration Assembly 18th January – Stars of the Week
1H
1P
2K
2R
3R
3KR

Ann-Charlotte, Sinjan
Dinush, Amelia
Jake, George
Willow, Gurkamran
Chloe, Jamie
Ethan, Harry

Golden Ticket Winners
Friday 18th January was Ruby – 1H

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for the
year.
Our attendance to date is 96.75%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 7th January 2019
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
96.13%
96.55%
100%
99.31%
98.33%
95.33%
98.67%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
96%
100%
99.66%
92.96%
95.67%
95.55%
93.93%

Well done to 1P & 2K for your 100% attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 14th January 2019
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
91.94%
96.90%
95.33%
96.55%
98%
93%
96%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
87%
97.67%
98.28%
94.37%
98.67%
94.48%
96.07%

Well done to 4F for your 98.67 % attendance.

The Downley School - Diary
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note one other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

January
February
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd
February
Monday 11th February
Monday 25th February
Wednesday 27th February- Friday
1st March
March
Thursday 7th March
Friday 8th March
Monday 18th March
Saturday 23rd March
Thursday 28th March
Friday 29th March
April
Thursday 4th April
Monday 8th – 22th April
Tuesday 23rd April
Wednesday 24rd April
May
Monday 6th May
Monday 13th May – Friday 17th
May
Saturday 18th May
Monday 27th May -Friday 31st
May
Monday 3rd June
Monday 24th June – Friday 28th
June
June
Thursday 20th June
July
Tuesday 2nd July & Wednesday
3rd July
Saturday 13th July
Wednesday 24th July
Thursday 25th July – Friday 30th
August

Half Term
Verulamium Museum (Year 4)
Back to school
Book Fair

** Viking Day (Year 5) **
World Book Day - Dress up as a character from
your favourite book.
Echoes 8 Concert – Royal Albert Hall (Y4)
Bingo Night
**Parents’ Evening**
Second hand uniform sale
**Parents’ Evening**
Easter Break
Inset Day
Start of term

4.00 – 6.30
TBC
TBC
TBC

Bank Holiday
Year 6 SATs Week
Summer Fayre
Half Term

4.00-7.00

Back to School
Year 6 Trip – Frontier Centre

Class Photos
Common Transition Day (Year 6 visit secondary
schools)
Camping – Overnight on field
Last day of term
Summer Holiday

TBC

