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Head Teacher’s Comment
Life in school is never dull and is often filled with the unexpected. It is always a joy to see
the children’s faces when they are introduced to new concepts or equipment. I have seen
the children enjoying the new stage area this week and the wealth of imaginative play it
has supported. We strive to provide every opportunity for the children to learn and grow
and you all contribute to this. We have several projects that we want to begin this half
term and are looking for volunteers.
The new chicken pen: we need a group of parents/carers to help us construct a new
chicken pen as we are due some new arrivals. This will be a commitment of two Sundays
(not to clash with football). It will be a timber framed pen with a roof for their safety.
We are planning a new Zen garden for the community. This will be located on the field
and be planted to support anyone that feels that they need to be in a tranquil, calm place.
We have some initial ideas and would appreciate any support. Mrs Giles is running this
and would love to hear from you.
Mr Turner has kindly agreed to implement and run the parent/carers’ forum. Further
details will be sent out shortly. Thank you to all the parent/carers who have put
themselves forward already.
We are looking at using the school building more and hiring it out for parties etc. If you
have an event coming up, or know someone who does, please let Mrs Giles know and she
will give you a quote. All proceeds go back into the school.
Lastly, a big thank you to the PA for their continued support with fundraising for the
School and also with their help at the Book Fair this week.

Reception
It has been so wonderful coming back after the half term to such glorious weather! It has
meant we have been able to get outside and do lots of super learning. We have been very
lucky and blessed with a new stage in our playground on which we have spent lots of time
performing. It has been a wonderful opportunity for us to show off our wonderful singing
skills, as well as playing the piano and air guitars!
This week, we have started a new topic, learning about Kings and Queens, as well as
learning to become royalty ourselves. We have really enjoyed reading lots of royal inspired
stories, a firm favourite being ‘The King and the Cook’- a brand new Julia Donaldson story.
We have been writing fantastic sentences about kings and queens that have really impressed
our teachers, using our knowledge of phonics to help sound out the letters in each word.
In Maths, we have been creating our own cities to rule over using a variety of different 2D
shapes which we have been to identify and explain their properties. We have been painting
our own crowns which are looking very bright and colourful with lots of gemstones and
jewels, helping us to explore the different colours we can create. We have also been
constructing lots of intricate castles out of junk modelling which have been very detailed and
looked rather splendid. We have taken great pleasure in drawing our self-portraits, where we
have put crowns on and made ourselves into royalty! The children have been working
incredibly hard and it is really showing in the fantastic work they have been doing. They
should be very proud of themselves.

Year 1
Year 1 joined the rest of the School in preparing and taking part in the Great Homework Debate. As
part of our preparation, we learnt the different rules relating to a debate and were able to come up
with ideas ‘for’ and ‘against’ receiving homework. Amelia, William, Finlay and Isabelle did a fantastic
job in representing our class ideas and trying to persuade the panel to listen to our views. We were
debating whether we wanted more or less homework. Everybody took part in a small group discussion
before the Debate and shared their opinions.

Our Maths focus this week has been using the concrete, pictorial and abstract method for adding and
subtracting. We used cubes and Numicon to help us to show the different number sentences. We then
developed our learning further by drawing little circles to represent the numbers in our number
sentence. To finish the week off, we practised writing our number sentences in an abstract way and we
were able to explain what we had done to our peers. Ask your child about this method and see if they
can show you by giving them a simple number sentence.
In Science, we have been continuing to explore materials. We spent some time revisiting the difference
between an object and the materials from which it is made. We looked at a group of objects and
discussed in pairs what they all had in common. The children were brilliant at identifying the common
materials and noticed that some objects were made from more than one material. We then took our
learning outdoors and searched the playground for objects made from the materials wood, glass,
metal, plastic and rock.
In Design and Technology, we have now planned our final castle design. We are all very excited and
looking forward to being able to make it in our Design Technology lesson this week. We have had to
think about the order in which we will carry out our castle building and consider when and how to add
particular features, such as arrow slits.
Year 1 children have enjoyed exploring February’s value, ‘Love’. After a class discussion, we all
decorated a heart and wrote our names in the middle. Our hearts were all unique and reflected us as
individuals. The hearts have now been tied to the wishing tree in main reception. See if you can find
yours!

Year 2
We hope you have had a lovely half term with the beautiful Spring weather!
Before half term, the children had an exciting week leading up to the Great Homework Debate about
whether we should give more or less homework. In English lessons, we learned all about debating,
even role playing a debate in the ‘House of Commons’. We were very impressed to see the children
forming strong opinions and backing up their points of view. We chose 2 children from the classes to
represent Year 2 in the Homework Debate. They were fantastic and made us very proud!
The children also finished writing their adventure stories based around our castles theme. There were
some brilliant ones that were read out loud to the class and put on display. From the high standard of
writing, we hope that lots of children will be taking part in the BBC Radio 2 500 words story
competition! If your child has written something for the competition already, it would be great if they
could bring it in as we’d love to see it.
In Maths, we have been studying shape. The children applied their knowledge of 3D shapes to make
dramatic 3D castle scenes. This task was a challenge that involved problem solving, so we were pleased
to see all the children getting involved and having good discussions.
We enjoyed reading the children’s castle job applications that they wrote in History. They first learned
about all the different types of job roles in a castle and chose one to ‘apply’ for, the most popular job
being a knight!
In RE, the children learned about Jewish festivals, such as Hanukkah, and created ‘freeze frame scenes’
for the different aspects.
The children are showing this term’s value of ‘Love’ very well, and we are happy to see them showing
such kindness and care towards each other. We hope the warmer weather continues as we move into
Spring-time.

Year 3
Year 3 pupils have come back after half term ready and excited to continue their learning.
This half term we are going to be focussing on newspaper articles and the children will be writing their
own articles based on a real life castle. Please talk to your children about castles and features that you
may find in newspaper articles.
The children have been very enthusiastic and excited to experiment with different 2D shapes and have
used string, chalk and measuring equipment to draw circles on the playground floor. They found this
very interesting and were able to discuss the different circles that they had created with the
vocabulary “radius”.

Over the next two weeks, the children will also have the opportunity to look through a variety of
books. We would also like the children to bring in a favourite book from home this week to discuss
with their peers and enjoy reading for pleasure.
Year 3 will also be continuing looking at rocks in Science by discovering different types of rock and the
process of fossilisation.
Please could you also ensure that children have access to recorders, if possible, as they are learning
how to use these in Music and will be performing a musical composition to their peers at the end of
the term.

Year 4
Outdoor Maths: The children enjoyed practising their short division skills on the playground with chalk.
As the weather becomes warmer, we are looking forward to more outdoor activities to work on our
maths skills.
The Year 4 Choir performing at the Royal Albert Hall has a rehearsal this week at the King's Church in
Amersham where they will be preparing with other schools in Buckinghamshire for their upcoming
performance. This is a great way to learn and share musical experiences with other schools. We are
looking forward to hearing these students perform on 18th March for the Echoes concert.
Romans trip: The children had a wonderful experience at The Verulamium Museum in St Albans
recently and loved their artefact handling session.

Science: To finish off our humans and digestion unit, we have been looking at the effects of liquids on
tooth enamel. We tested the impact of liquids such as water, squash and soda on egg shells which
represented the enamel of our teeth. We discovered that squash, diet coke and 7up will damage teeth
if not cared for properly and we should watch the consumption of sugary beverages.

We are looking forward to World Book Day and dressing up as a favourite character on Friday, 8th
March.

Year 5
We hope everybody had a good break over the half-term holiday. Year 5 have come back ready to
learn and practise their skills across the curriculum.

Year 5 has been in the Imagination Studio experiencing a
Viking Long-ship journey. They have written some fantastic
descriptive poems of the plight of the sailors at sea! Many of
our students are now able to use metaphor and
personification with more confidence. As you can see, our
sketching skills are improving at a pace!

Our Viking helmets are now painted and on display. They look super and have had intricate Viking
designs painted over them.

The year group enjoyed watching an animation of the opening of Beowulf. The children had to analyse
the film comparing it to our novel and find out how the mood and atmosphere was created by the
director.
Year 5 had a practical maths challenge to measure the surface area of the upper playground. They had
to design a pathway and seating area and then calculate costings for the re-tarmacking!

Year 5
A big thank you to Miss Morrisey for organising a cooking activity as part of R.E. work. The children
worked in groups and made some delicious Eid sweets!

Well done to 5JR for performing their class music piece, Chinese Tune, as part of a Key Stage 2
assembly about the Chinese New Year celebrations. The children performed beautifully and worked
together as a great team playing with purpose and musicality. The children showed their musical
talents with the piano, guitars, ukuleles, glockenspiels, xylophones and a variety of un-tuned
percussion instruments.

As part of our PSHCE and Values curriculum, the
children wrote messages of best wishes and love
to their families and friends. Here are the pupils
of 5G with their messages at the front of the
school.

Year 5 pupils have begun to visit residents at The Heights Nursing Home. Every Friday, a small group of
students visit and share their work and read to a resident. The first two visits have been a great success
and we are so proud of the children for their care and kindness shown.

This half-term was completed with a Board-Game Café and a hot chocolate! A well-deserved ‘Golden
Party’.

Year 6
We hope you enjoyed a restful half term holiday. The children certainly needed a break after an intensive Assessment
Week beforehand where they worked extremely hard to complete a full set of practice SATs papers in Reading, Maths
(Arithmetic and Reasoning) and SPAG (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation) to give us latest scaled scores. We are still
in the process of collating and considering results. We are also going through the papers and looking at questions and
answers with the children to learn from common mistakes. Overall, we are extremely pleased with the progress
shown and will be discussing this with you at the forthcoming consultation evenings.
Following these latest assessments, we have reviewed targeted Maths group which take place Tuesdays to Thursdays
with Mrs Ali/Mrs Lane, Miss Stanbridge and Mrs Lindridge. In the next fortnight, a new theme for all the groups will
be Geometry and 2D shapes which will provide a contrast to recent work on Fractions, Decimals and Percentages.
Class Arithmetic practice and problem solving will continue on Mondays and Fridays, including selected children
working with Mrs Scanlon every Friday for an extra boost.
Before the holiday, the children had time to put the finishing touches to their Anglo-Saxon clay work and the results
are absolutely stunning. We will put these on display for you to see. This half term, we will continue to use the
Michael Morpurgo version of Beowulf as a context for our learning and “Turrets and Tiaras” theme, particularly in our
Writing lessons.

Another highlight to end last half term was “The Great Homework Debate”. The Key Stage Finals took place on
Thursday, 14th February and were attended by Mrs Workman and other School Governors, as well as District
Councillor Turner. Well done to Jacob and Poppy who represented the collective views of Year 6 so eloquently.
Tharul, Lily, Methmi and Daniel were magnificent at chairing the whole event and keeping time. Stephen was also a
wonderful Digital Ambassador (as always) preparing the slides and technology. The discussion was certainly thought
provoking and will help to provide the basis for policy review and change going forward. Please look out for the
Monkey Survey that should be coming home soon to collect views from parents and carers.
In the meantime, the previous homework pattern established in Year 6 will continue until the Easter holidays. New
Learning Logs tasks for this half term are more varied and reflect the views expressed by most children during the
Debate.
We hope you have had chance to visit the School Book Fair this week. A reminder that every book purchased enables
us to acquire more new books for The Downley School and so thank you for your kind support. Please remember that
on Friday, 8th March, we are inviting all children and staff to come dressed as a favourite book character. Costumes
can be as simple or as creative as you wish and will be celebrated in a special assembly. World Book Day is on
Thursday, 7th March this year. As in previous years, we will provide your child with a voucher that can be spent on
books in all participating stores. We will send this home nearer the time.
And finally …. The forms are slowly being returned to Mrs Lane for The Frontier Centre residential visit in June. Thank
you to those parents who have already been in contact directly with Mrs Aitken to tell us about your child’s individual
medical or dietary needs. Please ask the Office for further forms should you need them.
The Year 6 Team

Family Worker
Information for Parents/Carers
An ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) is a member of staff who if
trained to support children in the development of their emotional literacy.
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The ELSA at The Downley School is Mrs Carr

A Blog by the Heads and Deputies
The Book Fair
The Book Fair will last for two weeks: the first week will be
swapping and buying books from the Book Fair and the second is
when we will be given book tokens and will have the chance to dress
up as our favourite character from our favourite book.
The children are allowed to be as creative as they want. They could
even make something at home if they want to! We don’t want you
to spend too much money on the costumes, as it will only be for
one day. If your child doesn’t want to dress up, please note that we
expect normal school uniform to be worn. We hope all the children
love the book fair, as it is a lot of fun!
We will start to trade and sell books on 26th February. Children
will visit the fair in classes and, if they wish, in their break time.
If your child sees a book they like but they don’t have any money
on them, they may ask to put it aside and come back later with
their money.
Thank you for reading our blog!
Lily, Tharul, Daniel and Zara (Heads and Deputies of TDS) and
edited by Stephen and Priyasha

Hi, my name is Emma and I am 2018-2019’s Science Prefect!
Recently, a survey has gone out to the teachers and pupils
of The Downley School. It asks if they like Science, if
they are enjoying Science as much as last year and many
more questions. As we have lots of new teachers, we are
also giving them a survey to ensure that they are also
enjoying Science! This year, our bi-annual STEM week will
be taking place - as everyone thoroughly enjoyed it last
time. Keep updated to find out what this year’s theme is.
Mrs Fyfe and I are also planning lots more fun Science
activities throughout the year.
This year is a very special year for Science at The Downley
School, as this year we have received a PSQM Gold Award for
our Science!!! This shows that our Science teaching at The
Downley School is exceptional. As well as a STEM week, our
school is also entering The Big Science Event Oxford 2019.
As part of this, we will be having a competition in school
to see who will go through to the finals. Also, a new
Science wall has gone up in the School for all the pupils
and teachers. I will continue to keep you updated on
Science here at The Downley School!

By Emma
(Science Prefect, 2018-19)

Having a You Tube channel can be a really fun way for children to express themselves. They can learn
about editing, broadcasting and performance as well as linking with family and friends who live
elsewhere. Are you always in control of what your child is watching and who is watching them?
Tips to keep your children safe on You Tube

Apps to be aware of:
Twitch - It allows users to watch playbacks of games being played by other users. You can live stream
games and chat to other gamers.
The Risks - As the content is live, it is difficult to censor. Your child may be exposed to inappropriate
language and adult humour that may confuse them. Strangers will have the ability to watch and listen
to your child’s conversations and send them messages. Not aimed at users below the age of 13.
How to prevent - Set up parental controls and adjust settings. You have the ability to tick a box to
‘block messages from strangers’. When live streaming, you can moderate the comments they receive
but you cannot stop strangers from watching them and listening to their conversations. They could
therefore accidentally slip personal information like their personal details, school attended, future
social plans. Therefore, live streaming for children is not recommended.

Tiktok - Made by the same owners of music.ly. Therefore, if your child had an account on this, it would
have been transferred to Tiktok. Users are able to watch music clips, create short clips up to 60
seconds and add special effects to them.
The Risks - By default, all accounts are public, allowing anybody to view what a child shares. Strangers
can comment and send private messages. Not aimed at users below 13.
How to prevent - In the settings you can select a ‘restricted mode’ to filter inappropriate content on
the app. Accounts can be set to private so that all videos can only be seen by the creator and no one
else on the platform. You are able to deny or approve followers and limit incoming messages to
followers only.
Momo Challenge - The Momo challenge begins with a child being sent violent images over WhatsApp
or in online games. Children are threatened that if they refuse to follow orders, they or their family
members could be harmed or killed. Children are then given instructions of how to harm themselves or
others and in worst cases kill themselves.
The Momo character is depicted as a grotesque featured woman with bulging eyes and originates from
an unconnected Japanese artist.
Risks - The game becomes dark very quickly with challenges progressing at an alarming rate. It has
been linked to at least five cases of childhood suicide. The game has been cleverly developed to appear
midway between through apps and games like You Tube, Peppa Pig and Fortnite to avoid detection.
How to Prevent - Please be very vigilant with your child’s online activities, make open and honest
discussions about their internet use a regular occurrence at home. Discuss the Momo challenge with
them and the danger of interacting with the content. Reinforce the message that it is not real. Set up
parental controls, monitor their usage and be present in the same room when they are online.

The School Office
REMINDERS
Safeguarding
In order to ensure the safeguarding of all pupils, we ask that all visitors report to the School Office
Absence Line
The Office is open between 8.30 and 4.00. If you need to leave a message outside of these hours,
please leave your message on the absence line option 1.
Communications via Email
Having reviewed the email communication in school, we have created for PARENTS/CARERS ONLY a
dedicated email address.
From Monday 26th November 2018, please use
enquiries@thedownleyschool.co.uk. You should receive automatic response to your email. We will
respond to emails within five days unless it is urgent.
The Downley After School Club
Please ensure if you make last minute arrangements for end of day childcare that you have confirmed
with The Downley After School Club prior to confirming with the School. The After School club is then
responsible for ensuring that they collect the relevant children.

Message from the Parish Council
“The Parish Council has asked parents to complete a survey; this will enable the council to continue
working on safer routes for the Parish. All replies would be welcomed please return to the school by
Monday 4th March if you have not already done so. Thank you”.

Volunteering
We are looking for volunteers to help out with Y5 Viking Day Thursday 7 th March. If you are available
to help for a full day or half day please let us know as soon as possible.

We are also looking for reading volunteers to help with reading across the school.

Message from the P.A
The meeting for the summer fayre will be held on Thursday 28th March, please contact the PA if you
would like to attend. Any donations of raffle prizes for the summer fayre would also be greatly
received.

Stars of the Week
KS 1 Celebration Assembly 15th February – Stars of the Week
1H
1P
2K
2R
3R
3KR

Tyler, Lucy
Megan, Harrison
Charlie, Addy
Sophie, Ethan
Ethan, Jacob
Muainiyah, Adi

Golden Ticket Winners
Friday 15th February was Mehr – 2R

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for the
year.
Our attendance to date is 96.58%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 4th February
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
95.48%
93.33%
94.67%
97.30%
97.33%
96.67%
97.67%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
98%
99%
97.33%
96.79%
98%
97.59%
94.29%

Well done to 1P for your 99% attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 18th February
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
85.81%
89.33%
97.33%
95.67%
92.33%
95.67%
98.33%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
91.33%
96%
95%
95.71%
94.33%
91.72%
92.14%

Well done to 6L for your 98.33% attendance.

The Downley School - Diary
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note one other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

February
Wednesday 27th February- Friday
1st March
March
Tuesday 5th March
Thursday 7th March
Friday 8th March
Friday 15th March
Monday 18th March
Saturday 23rd March
Tuesday 26th March
Thursday 28th March
Friday 29th March
April
Tuesday 2nd April
Thursday 4th April
Monday 8th – 22th April
Tuesday 23rd April
Wednesday 24rd April
May
Monday 6th May
Monday 13th May – Friday 17th
May
Saturday 18th May
Monday 27th May -Friday 31st
May
Monday 3rd June
Monday 4th June
Monday 24th June – Friday 28th
June
June
Monday 20th June
July
Tuesday 2nd July & Wednesday
3rd July
Saturday 13th July
Wednesday 24th July
Thursday 25th July – Friday 30th
August

Book Fair

Pancake Day
** Viking Day (Year 5) **
World Book
Red Nose Day**
Echoes 8 Concert – Royal Albert Hall (Y4)
Bingo Night
Reports Sent Home
**Parents’ Evening**
Second Hand Uniform Sale
Easter Bonnet Parade YR-R2/Decorate an Egg in a
Box Y3 – Y6
**Parents’ Evening**
Easter Break
Inset Day
Start of term

4.00 – 6.30
TBC
TBC

TBC

Bank Holiday
Year 6 SATs Week
Summer Fayre
Half Term

4.00-7.00

Inset Day
Back to school
Year 6 Trip – Frontier Centre

Class Photos
Common Transition Day ( Year 6 visit secondary
schools)
Camping – Overnight on field
Last day of term
Summer Holiday

TBC

