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Head Teacher’s Comment
Yet again we have had a packed and eventful two weeks since the last newsletter. Despite
the weather, we have been able to take part in out pancake races which are a British
tradition and support our Fundamental British Values, as do our Easter in a box and
Bonnet Parades that are coming up soon. The children really enjoy these events and
learning about why we have them and where they originate from, plus the fact that it
gives us opportunities to support our vision to make the children happy.
Thank you to everyone for taking the time to complete the School Surveys. This will
provide us a clearer view of where we are now in our journey and how we can continue to
improve. We recently undertook an independent review of our School alongside the Local
Authority and will be sharing this with you after our next meeting with them. We can,
however, say that we were all very pleased with the outcome.
It was lovely to see the whole School taking part in World Book Day. Reading is so
important and we are about to re-launch our School Library. Our whole curriculum is
based around quality central text and such events promote a love for the written word. I
can still remember some of my favourite books from childhood and how they transported
me to different worlds. In the absence of the Library, the children have still had access to
the class libraries on a daily basis and books taken from the School Library in relation to
different topics. We are looking to recruit volunteers that can spare an hour or two a
week to open the Library at lunchtime for us. If you are interested, please let Mrs Richards
know as Library Coordinator.
Well done to all of the children who have represented the School in a range of activities keep up the good work.

Governors’ Message
Road safety:
School have reported on road safety on many occasions now and we thank those drivers who have
considered everyone's safety and now do not drive or park near the school. The School and Parish
Council continue to work together to tackle road safety issues. You may already be aware of our past
successes in having double yellow lines painted and receiving funding for signage etc.
However, after recent monitoring, we are still experiencing dangerous driving and parking around our
School, which, even if not directly by the entrance, causes a knock on effect such as:








Parking on the yellow lines
Turning and reversing into the school entrance
Unauthorised entry into the school premises
Parking in Faulkner Way that causes other drivers to mount the pavement
Congestion in areas where the children are trying to cross
Blocking access for emergency vehicles

It was extremely distressing to observe our children, who cannot always see over the vehicles clearly,
trying to negotiate these dangers and cross the roads safely, especially as some drivers seem
completely oblivious to the dangers they are causing. We will report any incidents of dangerous driving
and parking to 101 and we urge our community to also report to 101. You are also welcome to raise
any issues with the Parish Council.
We strongly request again that drivers DO NOT enter Faulkner Way. Please park away and walk
in. Working together as a community, we CAN make a difference to improve road safety for our
children.
Sonia Workman
Chair of Governors

Reception
What a couple of weeks we have had! Last week, whilst visiting the forest, we came across a very
interesting pot of magic beans! As a year group, we decided the best thing to do was to grow the magic
beans as we suspected that a huge beanstalk would grow! Luckily, we had lots of gardening experts
amongst us and they taught us that a bean would need soil, water and sunlight in order to grow. We
have each planted our own beans and will watch them very carefully, so that hopefully we will have
our own beanstalks. The magic beans inspired the children to think about the story of Jack and the
Beanstalk. We read a couple of different versions of the story, including our personal favourite ‘Jack
and the Jelly Beanstalk’.
We even had some surprise visitors, last week, when two Lamborghinis very nosily turned up on our
playground! The children were very excited and every single child had the chance to ‘drive’ them. It
was a great experience for the children who loved using their imagination to drive these cars to France,
Italy, America and even to go the supermarket to buy some shopping.
This week, we have moved onto a story about a very courageous Princess from the story, ‘You Can’t
Eat a Princess’. It is a wonderful tale of a little girl called Princess Spaghetti who is trying to celebrate
her birthday with a gigantic chocolate themed birthday party when she realises her father, King
Cupcake, has been kidnapped by aliens! She tries to find a knight brave enough to go and get him, but
ends up in the rocket herself on her way to another planet. Of course, she finds the aliens and her
father and after using her values to guide her thoughts and behaviours, forgives the aliens for their
human eating ways and invites them to her chocolate party.
Using this as our inspiration, we have had our own party in the mud kitchen, where we have made lots
of chocolate cakes. We have had a chocolate shop where the children have been able to buy chocolate
themed presents for Princess Spaghetti. There has been chocolate play dough for the children to
create their own sweat treats for the party, which they have absolutely loved! We have written
invitations for Princess Spaghetti’s party and any other parties we might want to celebrate, using our
phonetic knowledge to sound out the letters for each word. We have been practising our fine motor
skills by cutting out rockets and making beautiful chalk drawings of Princess Spaghetti on her way to
meet the aliens. We have even created our own aliens giving them extremely bizarre features and
accessories with very strange names to match!

Year 1
In English, Year 1 has been exploring poetry. We have read some poems about light and dark, explored
different light sources and thought of adjectives to describe them. We have been focussing on writing
sentences to describe different light sources and re-reading our sentences back to check they make
sense. Our poetry fortnight concluded with us writing our own mystery poems about a light source.
We used some of the adjectives we had discussed during the week to describe the light sources, then
some of us read our poems to the class. We had fun guessing which light source the mystery poems
were about! We are moving on to learning about fairy tale stories this week. We will be sharing the
story Snow White and the Seven Dwarves and will be learning skills to enable us to change the story to
make it our own. We will then be writing our own versions of the story.

Our Maths focus this week has been using the concrete, pictorial and abstract method for multiplying
and dividing. We used cubes to help us to share and group. We then developed our learning further by
drawing little circles to represent the numbers in each of our circles. To finish the week off, we
practised writing our number sentences in an abstract way and we were able to explain what we had
done to our peers. Ask your child about this method and see if they can show you by giving them a
simple number sentence.
In Science, we concluded our ‘materials’ unit with an investigation. We had to help ‘The Dragon’ solve
the problem of a leaky roof and tested different materials that could be used to patch up the hole! We
worked in groups, taking turns to test the materials and sharing the resources. We made predictions,
tested the materials and then had a class vote to decide which material should be used based on what
we had discovered.
In Design and Technology, we have now constructed our castles. We have been using our value of
Patience to ensure that we are able to join each part of our castle together. We worked in pairs to
follow our plans and make our castle models. We have all worked incredibly hard and are proud of our
achievements. We are looking forward to sharing our castles with our grown-ups in due course.
Year 1 has been working hard to show our value of the month which is ‘Kindness’. The children are all
excited and working towards getting their very own kindness sticker from one of the grown-ups.
Children can earn these stickers by showing a random act of kindness towards others in the School.
This sticker will then show the rest of the School that they are following our School Values.

Year 2
We have had a wonderful first two weeks back from half term, starting with beautiful, warm weather.
It was so lovely outside that we took the children out with their sketchpads one afternoon, sat on ‘Telly
Tubby Hill’ and drew landscape sketches. We couldn’t believe it was February!
The children had a fantastic time at ‘Sing, Perform, Inspire’ last Friday, which they are still talking about
this week. Everyone got involved and represented the School very well. They also had some brilliant
costumes for World Book Day in the afternoon. We are very much looking forward to dressing up again
for our upcoming Castle day!
In English, we have started reading our last book in our ‘Turrets and Tiaras’
topic called ‘The Reluctant Dragon’ by Kenneth Grahame, author of ‘The
Wind in the Willows’. It is a tricky book, but the children have been
following the storyline well and getting to know the characters through
drama activities. The children have also written explanations of the story
so far and descriptions of the main characters, which are the Boy and the
Dragon. We look forward to finding out what happens next!

We went measuring mad in Maths, looking mainly at length and weight. We measured everything from
classroom objects to the playground. We have also been focusing on using bar models, which helps
with understanding how numbers link together and solving problems.
We have been learning all about recycling in Science; what the process is and why we should do it.
Most children were surprised upon finding out where most of our rubbish goes and the consequences
on the environment and animals. The children are excited to start a ‘recycled art’ project, where they
will create pieces of art and crafts using recyclable or reusable materials.
March, which seems to have come so soon, has brought us to the value of ‘Kindness’, following on
from last month’s value of ‘Love’. The children have thought carefully about how they can show
kindness to other people who they know or don’t know. We hope they continue to display these
values every day.

Year 3
Over the last two weeks, Year 3 has been learning some very exciting things in a variety of different
subjects. In English, we have been learning about newspaper articles. We have been looking at the
different features of a newspaper article and also created actions to the features so that we wouldn’t
forget what they are when including them in our very own articles. Maybe you could ask your children
to show you the actions for the different features they have learnt?

Within Science, we have been looking at the process of fossilisation. The children found this very
interesting as they could not believe that some fossils were millions of year old! We would like to offer
a special thanks to Ethan Knutton as he bought in some fossils that his granddad had collected and the
children found these to be fascinating.
In Art, we used Ethan’s’ fossils as models and we sketched them looking at the finer details of the
fossils and focusing on the technique of shading from light to dark.
In P.E, we have now finished cross-country and tag rugby. We are now focussing on tag rugby with Mr.
A and dodgeball with Mr. Rushant.

Year 3 had an amazing World Book Day. There were some truly amazing costumes from many
well-known books. The children had a really enjoyable day by talking about their favourite books
and writing their own reviews. We have included some pictures for you to see - we hope you like
them.

Year 4
4B Swimming: 4B are enjoying their new swimming lessons as part of the PE curriculum. The
swimming instructors are very impressed by the level of ability of all children. We are improving each
time we enter the pool. Remember, not everyone enjoys the sport, but it is important to learn the skill
– it may one day save your life or someone else’s!
Echoes Trip: Next week, Year 4 children will be heading to London to perform at the Royal Albert Hall.
Our School is taking part in the Echoes 8 concert Love & Life: Dare to Dream happening on 18th March
2019. The children are joining approximately 900 other student performers in celebration of
musicianship and singing. The concert features a collection of songs exploring these themes. A big
thank you must go to Mrs Martin, Miss Ball and Mrs Richards for organising the trip. It will be an
amazing experience for all!
Maths Update: We will be looking at symmetry of 2D shapes next week! Additionally, we will be
assessing the children further which will help to inform their targets for Parents’ Evening and
forthcoming reports.
New curriculum areas…
In Science, we are moving on to looking at ‘Sound’ and investigating pitch of different instruments. The
children also enjoyed learning about food chains recently and had to think about who eats who or
what on Planet Earth.
Having finished our learning about the Romans, we will be look at life in the UK under Anglo-Saxon rule
for the rest of the term.
World Book Day: Last Friday, the children enjoyed dressing up as their favourite book characters for
World Book Day. Year 4 celebrated new and old stories that have had an impact on their lives. We
spotted many Harry Potters and Hermione Grangers, Hiccup Horrendous the Thirds, as well as Pippy
Longstocking and even a scarecrow! Thank you to all parents for your continued support!

Year 5
Year 5 has continued to develop their writing skills by using the class text of Beowulf. They have
written thoughtful letters as Beowulf to his father, using emotive and questioning language. Keeping in
role, they have described all that has happened since his arrival to the Danish Kingdom of his father’s
friend, King Hrothgar. We were really impressed with the children’s empathy with regard to this
imposing character through writing very personal letters. They also had to empathise with the King and
his Queen by writing a conversation between the two, as they prepared for the night having just met
the warrior, Beowulf, who was to save them. Again, Year 5 has now impressed us with their balance of
dialogue, action and description!
In Science, we have begun our Earth, Sun and Moon unit of work. The children have enjoyed creating a
spherical depiction and an annotation of their understanding of the relationships amongst the three!
We wish everyone good luck with spotting the moon as we all try and complete our Moon Diaries,
which should help us to understand the phases of the moon.

In Maths, we have been reflecting and translating shapes
across the Four Quadrants! The children have also been
exploring 2D and 3D shapes. Future topics comprise:
reasoning with multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and
1000; improper fractions along-side mixed numbers and
reasoning with measures including volume and length.

Well done to the whole year group for taking part in some
speedy and dramatic pancake races.
During Book Week, we explored a story called, ‘Tadpole’s
Promise’. The children then identified its themes: unrealistic
promises; life-changes; friendship and the pain of unrequited
love. Using these themes, the children wrote some emotional
stories of how much children change throughout their school
years and beyond!

Year 5
Last week ended with our fabulous Viking Day. All the children enjoyed the experiences and activities
offered. We were very impressed with their impeccable behaviour and attitude. We would like to pass
on a sincere thank you to all our adult helpers on the day. Below are some photographs of the day. The
children’s verbal and written recounts are full of enthusiasm for Viking history!

Year 6
Thank you so much for your support with everything at home, including reading regularly and helping
with homework, as well as providing World Book Day costumes for our celebration last week. We are
encouraging the children to spend more time on Times Tables Rock-stars. In fact, 6S and 6AL have
been challenged to engage in a “Battle of the Bands!” as extra motivation. We will keep you posted.
In English, we are well into the story of Beowulf and the children are working as journalists to write a
newspaper report based on the monster Grendel’s latest killing-spree. We watched an animated
version of events and made lots of planning notes to think about the audience and purpose,
grammatical and text features, as well as powerful words and phrases that we can use. All of the
children have received individual writing targets based on a previous assessment. Please ask your child
what they need to work on in order to improve their work. Very soon, we are aiming to set up a
newsroom in our Imagination Studio, once our reports have been published.
In Maths, we have been working on measurement and problem solving: calculating and comparing the
volume of cubes and cuboids, as well as composite shapes. This week we are comparing and
converting standard units of measure for mass, length, capacity and time, working from a smaller unit
to a larger unit and vice versa. We are using decimal notation to 3 decimal places to express this: e.g.
1.275Kg = 1Kg, 275g or 1,275 g. We are also using negative numbers to measure temperature in
centigrade, as well as converting units of time and solving time related word problems. All of this will
be useful preparation for next week’s assessments.
In Science, we have started our exciting new topic of Evolution and Inheritance. We assessed what the
children already knew as our starting point. Filled with questions and ideas, Year 6 pupils were
absolutely fascinated with the information that we shared. We talked about adaptation and why it is
important - not only for animals but also humans and for us as people. Why do we have to adapt to the
environment we are in? There are many interesting questions that can be asked and Year 6 did not
leave any stone unturned with asking them. We have looked at creation stories, as well as how the
world has evolved from millions of years ago. As the weeks go on, we are hoping that the classes will
produce some thought-provoking work that can be shared with parents and around the School. Some
children were so inquisitive that we asked them to find out more about that topic at home. Excited for
another interesting week, Year 6 pupils are working extremely hard in all areas.
And finally …. we would encourage you to watch the following video: it contains helpful information
about the end of KS2 SATs papers which all the children will be completing in May. It also covers ways
that you can help to prepare for this at home.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=2H2D1Ul4pjE#
If you have any questions about the forthcoming SATs then please let us know. The children are very
familiar with the test format as we have undertaken regular practice of SATs style questions. The CGP
Study Books and Homework Books are particularly helpful also.
The Year 6 Team

Sports
P.E./Games Report
February was a busy month at TDS. In the week before half term, we held our inter-house cross
country championships for children in Years 4-6.
Individual race winners were:Yr 6 – Jack H/Poppy P
Yr 5 – Jack D/Josie S
Yr 4 – Joe L/Ella
In the team event, Sycamore finished fourth overall, Oak third, Ash second and our winners this year
were Beech. All the girls and boys in KS2 deserve a mention for their efforts throughout the cross
country season and a big well done for achieving personal bests on the way.
Our Under 10 and Under 11 football teams continue to have successful runs in their respective District
Cups. Both teams have progressed to the semi-finals. Our Under 11’s beat Hazlemere C E School 3 – 0
in their quarter final and the Under 10’s beat Naphill and Walters Ash School. House Captains are
currently busy organising their squads for the upcoming inter house Girls’/Boys’ football tournaments.
Table tennis has always been a popular sport in the winter months at TDS and this year more than 40
Year 6 children have enjoyed developing and improving their skills and their understanding of the
game. Overall League winner was William F and Knockout Cup winner was Jay M.
Next Saturday, we have three teams entered for this year’s High Wycombe District Girls’ Netball
Tournament to be held at Kingsmead. The girls are expertly coached by Mrs Lane and Mrs Aitkin at our
thriving Netball Club held each Wednesday afternoon. We look forward to reporting on the outcome
of the Tournament in our next newsletter**.

**Update: due to the adverse weather conditions, the netball event has been postponed until 27th April.
English

The Book Fair 2019
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the Book Fair 2019 such a tremendous success. We are
very pleased to announce that we raised a grand total of £2030.95. This means that we will be able to
buy many new books to go in The School Library. We will have £1161 to spend! Thank you also for
supporting World Book Day and providing such splendid character costumes.
Miss Stanbridge
English Subject Leader

A Blog by the Heads and Deputies
Hello and welcome back to another one of our Blogs. We are having a jam-packed week, so we had to
split one big blog into two with the Deputies and it will still be long!
What’s coming up?

* Sports
* P.E. Prefects’ Interview
* Year 4 Trip
Sports
In this section, we are going to tell you about: Cross Country, Football, Inter-house Football and Netball.

Our House Captains are currently working very hard at selecting teams and formations for the
upcoming Inter-house football. It will take place on Tuesday, 26th March.
The Downley School (TDS) Under 11’s football team took part in the Semi-finals of the District Cup.
They played an away match at Danesfield School in very muddy conditions and the score was 9-1 to
them!
We would like to inform you that The Downley School Netball Team are entering a tournament which
will be played on Saturday, the 16th March. All of the Year 6’s who are in the Netball Club will be
attending and only some of the Year 5’s, but that’s ok as they will get their chance to play next year.
They are playing many teams such as: Disraeli and Monks Risborough. Thank you to the members of
staff who will go with them and who have organised it: Mrs Lane, Mrs Aitken, Miss O’Donnell and Mr
MacKenzie
P.E. Prefects’ Interview
Our P.E Prefects, Harrison and Fraser, work extremely hard to make our school enjoy P.E more. Most
importantly, they help Mr Mackenzie:
1. Pump up the balls;
2. Organize sport events;
3. Make sure that everyone enjoys P.E as much as they can.

We interviewed them to learn some more about what they do in school.
“We help teachers with any sports events. Also, we help Mr Mackenzie do his jobs. If pupils use the
P.E. equipment, we always return it to the P.E. cupboard as they are not allowed in there. We love our
jobs because we want to give something back to Mr Mackenzie after all he has done for us. The most
important thing is making the pupils enjoy P.E, because you may think it’s a waste of time but it’s really
healthy for our bodies.”

A Blog by the Heads and Deputies Continued..
Year 4 Trip
Next week, lucky Year 4 children will be heading to London to perform at The Royal Albert Hall. Our
school is taking part in the Echoes concert on Monday, 18th March. They are joining approximately 900
other student performers in celebration of musicianship and singing. The concert, entitled “Love and
Life,” features a collection of songs exploring these themes.
Thank You,
Tharul and Lily (Head Boy and Girl of The Downley School)

A Blog by the Deputy Head Girl and Boy
Hello and welcome to our weekly blog! This is all about the exciting things that are happening and
upcoming in the school.

What’s happening around school?







National Book Week
The Value of the Month
Pancake Day!
Team Captain Interview
Reception surprise

National Book Week
As you may know, two weeks ago, The Downley School were lucky enough to have a 2019 Book Fair
visit. As an outcome, we have raised a lot of money – over £2000. This means we can spend around
£1100 on new books for our classes. We want to thank everyone who helped to make this
happen, from buying a book to helping at the till.
On Friday, 8th March, the whole school dressed in a costume to represent their favourite book
character (instead of their normal school uniform) to celebrate “Book Fortnight”. Thank you for taking
part and helping to provide such colourful and interesting outfits.

A Blog by the Deputy Head Girl and Boy Continued…
Reception Surprise!
On Thursday, 7th March, Reception classes shared a treat with the Heads and Deputies. As a reward for
helping to run the school, we were able to help the Reception classes with a visit from two
Lamborghinis that had been brought in as a special treat. After that, they even let us have a sit in the
driver’s seat! We want to say a big thank you to Miss O’Donnell for making this happen.

Pancake Day
Tuesday, 5th March, was Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day). To mark the celebration, we did pancake
racing in relay teams. In our classes, we sprinted up and down the playground to decide who was ‘The
Ultimate Pancake Racing Champion’.
We want to say well done to everyone for taking part in the races, whether you won your race or not.

Team Captain Interview
“Hi! This is Francine and Alex, Team Captains for Beech and Oak. Every Thursday, we collect the team
points from every class in the School. We then count all these up and total them together.
Afterwards, we add them to the last week’s cumulative points and make a new one. We share them in
assembly and see which team wins each week”.
“As well as all of that, The Team Captains don’t just collect team points. They help Mr MacKenzie, time
after time, with sports day, interhouse football and more. We want to say thank you to Mr McKenzie
for always being there for us and the other Team Captains”.

A Blog by the Deputy Head Girl and Boy Continued…
The Value of the Month
The Value of the Month for March is Kindness. During our School Assembly, we talked about how you
could fill someone else’s kindness bucket up by doing a good turn. For example, on Comic Relief Day
(which is the 15th March) children are bringing in voluntary contributions towards this charity. Miss
Ball’s Choir also sang in the Kindness assembly: True Colours by Cyndi Lauper.
Thank You,
Zara and Daniel (Deputy Head Boy and Girl of The Downley School)

Kung Fu Punctuation:
In 6S, we have been learning Kung Fu Punctuation to help us make our writing even better.
We are hoping to show the many different moves to the whole school to help them as well
(maybe not Reception). There are a quite a few moves for all the punctuation marks, as you
can imagine, but the younger years can just learn the moves for the punctuation they are
learning. Each of the moves has sounds to go with it which can make learning punctuation
and writing more fun and enjoyable for the younger ones.
We are hoping we can do an assembly to show them. 6S have watched the videos twice;
6AL came in and watched them with us and a few of us went next-door and demonstrated
some sentences with the moves. We are going to have Kung Fu Punctuation leaders from
both Year 6 classes and each class will have Punctuation Masters too.
To get in the mood, please listen to the Kung Fu Fighting Song. Some of you might
remember this from when it was in the charts:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwBKjK7Xik0
If you want to know more about Kung Fu Punctuation, please watch this video to show you
the moves and sounds for the different marks (the moves start at 2 minutes and 45 seconds):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rl8a8tkE3YU
By Jess W (School Journalist)

The School Office
REMINDERS
Safeguarding
In order to ensure the safeguarding of all pupils, we ask that all visitors report to the School Office
Absence Line
The Office is open between 8.30 and 4.00. If you need to leave a message outside of these hours,
please leave your message on the absence line option 1.
Communications via Email
Having reviewed the email communication in School, we have created for PARENTS/CARERS ONLY a
dedicated email address.
From Monday 26th November 2018, please use
enquiries@thedownleyschool.co.uk. You should receive automatic response to your email. We will
respond to emails within five days unless it is urgent.
Medical Information
A polite reminder for administering medication at The Downley School, as outlined in our 'Supporting
Pupils with Medical Needs' Policy.








The School will accept prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original
packaging as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration, dosage and
storage.
Antibiotics prescribed 3 times a day can be taken outside of school hours.
Antibiotics that have been prescribed 4 times a day, the School will give the medication only if a
parent /carer is not able to come into school and administer the dose.
A form will need to be filled in by the parent/carer for each medicine to be administered. All
medication should be handed into the school by an adult and not put in the children's book
bags. The only exception to this is an asthma Inhaler.
The School does not keep Calpol or hayfever remedies to administer during the school day. If,
however, pain relief or other non-prescribed medicines are necessary for a short period of
time, contact the School. Please note that we are not able to administer Ibuprofen unless
prescribed by a doctor.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been
free of sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire
County Council’s policy.

Thank you for the contributions of tissues and kitchen roll for use in the medical room. These are very
much appreciated and may be sent in throughout the school year.
Mrs Aitken/Mrs Lane

The School Office
GENERAL REMINDERS
Red Nose Day: A reminder that Friday will be a mufti day including wearing an item of red to celebrate
Red Nose Day.
Parents’ Evening - Thursday 28th March & Thursday 4th April: As in previous parents’ evenings, please
be advised children are requested not to attend the parents’ evening sessions with their parent/carer.
In emergency circumstances, they will be permitted to sit in the corridor quietly with a book while they
wait for you to finish your meeting.
Please note there will be an opportunity for pupils to look at their books with their parent/carer at a
later date. Further details will follow - thank you for your continued support.
Disability Workshop: There will be a disability workshop for Y4/Y5 to help them understand what life is
like for our visitor in an age appropriate way on 1st April.
The Big Science Event: Thank you to all the children who have expressed an interest in carrying out a
scientific investigation to answer an interesting or peculiar question. Examples and ideas can be found
on:
https://scienceoxford.com/events/big-science-event/
Children will need to complete and bring in their posters on or before Monday 1 April so they can be
judged by the Science Panel. (The poster should support them in discussing the investigation (eg the
question, method, results and conclusion, improvements etc…)
Easter Parade & Display - Tuesday 2 April - If the children wish to do so, KS1 are invited to design and
wear an Easter Bonnet that will form part of an Easter Bonnet Parade in assembly; KS2 are invited to
celebrate “Easter in a shoe box” depicting what Easter or springtime means to them. These will be
displayed in the hall.

French and Spanish Club
Spaces available NOW in KS1 French and Spanish Clubs at The Downley School during
Tuesday or Thursday lunch-breaks, and in KS2 French.
Start French or Spanish in KS1 while your child is still young enough to naturally pick up
language via spoken sounds!
Break up the school day with lively songs and fun games and stories in French or Spanish for
KS1 or KS2!
Small class sizes - minimum 4 and maximum 12 pupils!
Learn useful vocabulary before a holiday to France or Spain!
Classes cost £5.75 per lesson, free trials offered. For more information, please contact Jo Boothroyd
on joannaboothroyd@gmail.comor 07931 390556.

Stars of the Week
KS 2 Celebration Assembly 1st March Y4-Y6 – Stars of the Week
4F
4B
5G
5JR
6L
6S

Sophie, Cait
Daniel, Emily
Keiran, Jossy
Luke, Eliisa
Emma, Connor
Ronnie, Aditi

KS 1 Celebration Assembly 8th March Y1-Y3 – Stars of the Week
1H
1P
2K
2R
3R
3KR

Amelia, Albert
Aqsa, Daniel
Trip
Trip
Sami, Dean
Manha, Isobela

Golden Ticket Winners
Friday 1st March was Amy – 4F
Friday 8th March was Robert – 1P
Friday 15th March – Harrison 6S

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for the
year.
Our attendance to date is *****
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 25th February
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
97.42%
98%
96.67%
98.67%
98.33%
93%
96.67%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
98.67%
97.33%
96.33%
96.07%
96.67%
88.62%
97.14%

Well done to RBT & 3KR for your 98.67% attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 4th March
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
98%
98%
99.33%
96.67%
98.67%
96.33%
97%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

Well done to 1P for your 100% attendance.

% Attendance
99.68%
100%
99.33%
99.29%
96.33%
98.28%
97.5%

The Downley School - Diary
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note one other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

March
Friday 15th March
Monday 18th March
Tuesday 19th March
Saturday 23rd March
Tuesday 26th March
Tuesday 26th March
Wednesday 27th March
Thursday 28th March
Friday 29th March
April
Monday 1st April
Tuesday 2nd April
Thursday 4th April
Monday 8th – 22th April
Tuesday 23rd April
Wednesday 24rd April
May
Monday 6th May
Monday 13th May – Friday 17th
May
Saturday 18th May
Monday 27th May -Friday 31st
May
Monday 3rd June
Monday 4th June
Monday 24th June – Friday 28th
June
June
Monday 20th June
July
Tuesday 2nd July & Wednesday
3rd July
Saturday 13th July
Wednesday 24th July
Thursday 25th July – Friday 30th
August

Red Nose Day**
Echoes 8 Concert – Royal Albert Hall (Y4)
Holi Festival – Year 5
Bingo Night
Castle Day – Year 1
Reports Sent Home
Castle Day – Year 2
**Parents’ Evening**
Second Hand Uniform Sale

4.00 – 6.30

TBC
TBC

Disability Workshop – Y4/Y5

Easter Bonnet Parade YR-R2/Decorate an Egg in a
Box Y3 – Y6
**Parents’ Evening**
Easter Break
Inset Day
Start of term

TBC

Bank Holiday
Year 6 SATs Week
Summer Fayre
Half Term

4.00-7.00

Inset Day
Back to school
Year 6 Trip – Frontier Centre

Class Photos
Common Transition Day ( Year 6 visit secondary
schools)
Camping – Overnight on field
Last day of term
Summer Holiday

TBC

