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Head Teacher’s Comment
Dear Parents and Carers
Having built on our journey together, we find ourselves at the end of another term. Thank
you to all the parents/carers that attended the meeting on Wednesday, it was good to see
that so many of you were able to attend. We agreed that a follow up meeting will be held
before the end of the academic year.
I am both proud and privileged to now be the Headteacher of The Downley School and to
announce that Ms Giles is also now a permanent member of staff as our School Business
Manager.
It is with sadness and regret that we are going to be saying goodbye to other staff
members. Mrs Boston has decided not to return from maternity leave. Mr Rostedt was
covering this post on supply and so will also be leaving us. To support the children, we
engaged Mrs Desai-Patel for the transition, and she will now be their teacher until the end
of the summer term. It is always difficult covering maternity leave as a permanent
solution cannot always be put in place. Mrs Barlow has decided not to return from
maternity leave. She has been an asset to the school and will be greatly missed by staff
and children. She has asked to write to you directly to say goodbye so please look out for
this correspondence. Miss Bennett is covering the job share maternity post in year 2 and
will leave to take up her piano teaching after SATS. Miss Hussain will be leaving us at May
half term. She completed her NQT year with us and is going on to experience different
settings. All posts will be advertised over the Easter break.
We want to thank them all for their time with us and wish them all the best for the future.
I hope you all have a happy and restful Easter break.

Echoes 8 Concert
On Monday 18th March, 28 Year 4 children participated in the Echoes 8 Concert organised by Bucks
Music Trust at the Royal Albert Hall. They joined 900 children in a massed choir, singing songs on the
theme of ‘Love and Life’. The children had been learning the songs since January and worked hard to
memorise the words and actions. They performed in the first half and watched the second half, joining
in with the finale item. I was very pleased with their performance and they were a credit to The
Downley School. Thank you to the staff - Miss Ball, Mrs Richards and Mrs Dashper - for accompanying
the children.
Mrs Martin - Music Teacher

Library News!
The school library computer system is now fully updated. Children will be able to borrow books after
the Easter break.
Mrs Richards – Library Co-ordinator

Reception
We have had the most brilliant week, beginning with a very exciting egg hunt in the forest! Our class
have been taken over by the Easter Bunny who has been providing us with lots of little challenges
throughout the week.
Our first mission was to collect a small egg from the forest which contained a little yellow chick, which
we were to take back to class with us. As we walked over to the forest, there were lots of tiny, golden
eggs, which meant we knew we were heading in the right direction! Once in the forest, we found 72
eggs with a chick inside! After lunch, we received another package. The Easter bunny was seriously
impressed with our skills and told us the plans he had for the rest of the week, which included making
our own Easter cakes for the little chicks we had found to sit in. We had a fabulous time cooking and
tried our very best not to lick our fingers!
We have also been kept busy reading lots of Easter themed stories and arts and crafts activities left by
the Easter Bunny. In Maths, we were sorting Pom-Poms onto different coloured eggs, counting how
many of each colour and adding two groups together. We even made some of our own little problems
to solve using our addition skills. In writing we have been ordering events and creating instructions to
make a chocolate nest, which was made easier because we had already done them ourselves! Getting
creative, we have been improving our fine motor skills by decorating our own Easter eggs to be hung
on the Easter bunny’s tree. There was a huge array of designs and the Easter bunny had been very
impressed with our hard work. A small mention must go to all the wonderful learning logs that have
been created and produced. You can see the hard work that goes into them each week and this
doesn’t go unnoticed. The children come in very excitedly, talking about the things they are learning,
about royalty or the various experiments they are up to and it is so rewarding to see their learning
carry on outside of our classroom. Keep up the fabulous work!

Year 1
In English, Year 1 are continuing to discuss fairy tale stories. This week we have been reading the story
Hansel and Gretel and talking about the characters and their actions. We paid particular attention to
the personalities of the different characters and used role-play to act out parts of the story. In our
Phonics, we have been learning about compound words and played a game where we had to match
two words together to make a new word. We made words such as ‘spaceship’ and ‘sweetcorn’. We
had fun making up some words of our own too!
Our Maths focus this week has been position and direction. The children took their learning outside
and gave instructions to each other. They have been learning vocabulary such as forwards, backwards,
¼ turn, ½ turn and full turn. They have worked hard to follow each other’s instructions. The children
noticed that it was like driving round a roundabout, relating it to a real life situation which allowed
them to become confident with this concept.
In Science we are learning about the changing seasons. We have talked about changes in the weather,
what we might wear and the things we enjoy doing in Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer. We have
been using our amazing outdoor area to search for signs of growth and change and creating pictures of
the trees in Spring.

Year 1 had a fantastic experience this week when History off the Page visited us. The children were
able to take part in activities that re-enacted life in a Medieval Castle. We hope the children were
excited to bring home their work and spoke enthusiastically about the items that they had made. We
also enjoyed our very own banquet and in groups provided each other with entertainment. Some of
the children performed the play ‘George and The Dragon’. Another group of children took part in and
performed a dance. One group took part in a jousting tournament. The final group provided the
comedy for the afternoon by telling funny jokes, juggling and tight rope walking. The servitors did an
amazing job at providing everyone with food at the banquet. The children were all amazing and had a
great day.
On a final note, we want to say a GREAT big thank you to all the parents who gave up their own time to
help on the day and make it special for the children.

Year 2
We have had a busy couple of weeks where the children have been working incredibly hard. We have
been practising written methods for addition and subtraction, culminating in an exciting treasure hunt
outdoors. In English, we have continued to read ‘The Reluctant Dragon’ and written diary entries from
the main character’s point of view.
This week, we have enjoyed our fantastic Castle Day! The children all looked amazing in their costumes
and had such a fun day immersing themselves in medieval times. In the first half of the day, they
learned a variety of crafting skills at different workstations, such as candle making, soap making,
leather pouch making and ink making. We also experienced what it would be like to visit a ‘medieval
GP’ with your ailments, and the types of cures you would receive. Throughout the morning, the
children also got involved with spreading village ‘gossip’ and doing jobs like digging up the moat,
gathering food and preparing the castle for an invasion.
In the afternoon, we had a grand banquet to honour the important ‘Lords and Ladies’. The children
split into groups to rehearse and perform a variety of entertainment, which included a medieval dance,
a play (featuring audience cue cards), juggling and jousting. We also learned that the food needed to
be tasted first by servants before the guests would eat, just in case it was poisoned! This day gave the
children (and adults) an opportunity to experience and role-play life hundreds of years ago; what
people ate, how they were entertained and social hierarchies. On top of this, they learned a range of
new vocabulary. We are sure that a day like today will stick with them for a very long time!
We are proud to see how the children have approached these busy weeks with a positive mind-set,
which is our value this month. Hopefully, this positivity will continue as it gets warmer and the sun
comes out!

Year 3
Over the last two weeks, Year 3 have been very creative in their music lessons. They have been
learning to play the recorder and have learnt some different songs to practise at home. Maybe they
would like to share this with you and perform to an audience at home?
In English, we have continued our work on newspaper articles. Year 3 are now aware of the different
features that are found in newspaper articles and might like to show you these next time you read a
newspaper. As a year group, we decided to base our news articles around the evil character of Miss
Trunchbull from Matilda who the children loved learning about during Book Week. The children had to
explain to their readers what happened in three main events from the story. If you ask your children,
they can tell you what the events were!

In Maths, we have been looking at angles. The children have been able to understand the difference
between angles that are less than, equal to and more than a right angle. They have had great fun
practising turning in different directions outside and talking about how many right angled turns they
have moved through. This is a great game to play at home together.
In our project lessons, we have been looking at the differences between the Stone Age, Iron Age and
Bronze Age. We have been able to identify a lot of similarities between the different times and talk
about changes as well.
After Easter, we will be learning about Ancient Egypt. Maybe the children could find out something at
home that they would like to learn about during this project?
Please could you continue to help your children with the correct spelling of writing and practising the
Year 3/4 High Frequency Words. This is something that should be worked on alongside the weekly
spellings that are sent out.
Thank you 

Year 4
In History, we have started learning about the Anglo-Saxons. The children have enjoyed being
historians and discovering about interesting artefacts from the Anglo-Saxon times. Did you know many
of our local villages are influenced by the Anglo-Saxon period? I’m sure your child would love to tell
you about what they have learned…

Maths Update: This week, the children have worked really hard to apply their knowledge of multiplying
and dividing by 10/100/1000.
In Science, we have been learning about ‘Sound’. The children enjoyed investigating what sound is and
how it travels through solids, liquids and gases.

Easter Egg: Many thanks to all Year 4 parents who participated in the recent survey which enabled Year
4 to win a giant Easter Egg for each class. See our tweet this week which involved investigating what
actually happens when you drop a massive chocolate egg from a significant height…

Year 5
Year 5 have been working as hard as ever across the curriculum by practising their skills and also
learning new ones! In Science, the children have been learning how to recognise the phases of the
moon and have been enjoying collecting observations, of this lunar month, in their moon diaries. The
bright, full moon, everyone agreed, was beautiful to see. We must say a big thank you to many of the
children who have impressed us with some amazing 3D depictions of the Solar System. 5JR seem to be
having a super ‘Bake Off’ with amazing sponge and biscuit creations!

Can you see our river-bed bottles?
Last week, the children completed some Year 5 Maths and Reading tests. Well done to all of them as
they approached this challenge in a calm and sensible manner. These tests have helped to support our
teacher assessments of the pupils’ achievements thus far.

In Maths, with a focus on reasoning and explaining ideas, the
children have been using concrete resources to teach each
other their understanding of improper fractions and mixed
numbers.

Year 5
In Design and Technology, the children have begun to build a moon rover. We were impressed with the
children’s ability to work co-operatively and share the measuring, sawing and glueing tasks. Wheels,
elastic bands, motors and circuitry are to come!

The children have been exploring some natural geography. An informative film clip of the River Severn
took us on a journey from its source to its amazing estuary and mouth in the Bristol Channel. The
pupils have designed their own river posters and thought about land use on the banks and beyond. The
geography then moved to coastal erosion and we started to become excited about possible sea-side
holidays to come, where signs of erosion might be seen from cracks, caves, arches, stacks and stumps
at headlands here and abroad.

As you can see here, the children also enjoyed taking part in Holi Festival celebrations. There were also
some tasty Indian treats to be had!
Thank you to Miss Morrisey and Mr Mackenzie.

Year 6
Thank you again for your support with everything at home which includes reading regularly one to one
with your child. The Learning Log tasks never cease to amaze us with their creativity and variety. We
are enjoying the Spring/Easter theme. Next Tuesday, 2nd April, all of Key Stage 2 pupils will be coming
together to share their “Easter in a Box” task and so this weekend is the last opportunity to undertake
this choice, if your child has not done so.
As mentioned previously, we are really encouraging the children to spend more time on Times Tables
Rock-stars every week in order to keep their skills sharp. In fact, 6S and 6AL have been challenged to
engage in a “Battle of the Bands!” as extra motivation. 6S won the first battle last week, but now 6AL
are out for revenge! Some children have even asked to do it in their break-times, so the contest really
is becoming very serious. We will keep you posted.
In English, the classes have worked hard as journalists to complete their newspaper report based on
the monster Grendel’s killing-spree. The final editions are now published and we look forward to
sharing them with you at Parent/Carer Consultations. All of the children have received individual
writing targets and we continue to work on these across all tasks. Please look out for the chance to
apply targets at home when undertaking Learning Logs and spelling homework sentences. Mrs
Lindridge is having a major clamp-down on joining handwriting and several children are being
targeted!
You will have gathered that last week was Assessment Week across the School and Year 6 completed a
final round of mock SATs papers. In case you have not had the chance yet, we would encourage you to
watch the following video: it contains helpful information about the end of KS2 SATs papers which all
the children will be completing in the middle of May. It also covers ways that you can help to prepare
for this at home. https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=2H2D1Ul4pjE#
If you have any questions about the SATs then please let us know. The children are very familiar with
the test format as we have undertaken regular practice of SATs style questions in class and group
work. The CGP Study Books and Homework Books are particularly helpful also. We will be able to share
the latest results with you at Parent/Teacher Consultations. We can inform you how this compares to
the September baseline as a measure of progress. It also gives an indication of what the children are
likely to achieve in the May tests. These final results will be sent electronically to your child’s next
school.
In Science lessons, as part of the unit on Evolution and Inheritance, Year 6 have been studying the life
of Mary Anning, a fossil hunter, who was one of the most influential female scientists of all time. Her
discoveries on the south coast of Britain were monumental and helped to explain how evolution could
help us understand the past, present and future. Her findings inspired Charles Darwin, who went on to
study evolution and inheritance and published The Origins of Species in 1859.
The children received a letter from Mary, inviting them to train as apprentice palaeontologists.
Following a fossil hunt in the school grounds, we practised “fossil extraction” using chocolate chip
cookies and cocktail sticks.

Year 6
Ronnie: “When we went outside, I started to wonder what the shape of the fossils would be and where
would they be hiding.”
Nilara: “It was a good experience for us to know what it is like to look for fossils like Mary Anning did.”
Connor: “It helped us to learn that to be a good palaeontologist we need to be patient and careful
when chipping away at the “rock”.”
Poppy: “It was a fun experience and we need to be patient to find the fossils and get them out.”
Leon: “Oh no, I rested my hand on my fossil and it melted!”

Hi! Welcome back to the Deputy Head Boy and Girl’s blog. Last week was crazy
and because there were so many things, we decided to split our blog with the
Head Boy and Girl so we could tell you everything. Coming up in this blog is
Sports, the Year 4’s trip to the Royal Albert Hall and an interview with our
Science Prefect!
Sports:
You may be wondering why we have talked so much about sports recently. This is
because we have now entered the season where there are a lot of competitions.
For example, Sports Day is coming closer and Upper Key Stage 2 has lots of team
activities.
The Downley School’s Netball Team was going to play last Saturday. However,
due to high winds reaching up to 45 mph, we have had to postpone this
tournament until the Saturday after our Easter Holidays. We are sorry to cause
any inconvenience, but it was too dangerous to let the girls play.
The Downley School Girls’ Football Team played Highworth School on 19th
March and won 2-1. We are very proud of our girls and we hope they continue to
succeed in the future. They will be playing Disraeli school soon.
On Tuesday, 26th March, The Downley School Boys’ Football Team played a tritournament on the school field. They did extremely well and all the boys tried
their hardest.

Science Prefect Interview
“Hi, I’m Emma, the Science Prefect for The Downley School this year. I have
previously done a blog, but a few things have happened since then. Mrs Fyfe,
Lucie (the Sycamore Team Captain) and I have had many meetings about STEM
week and many more Science related topics. A poster has already been submitted
for The Big Science Event Oxford. We are hoping that there will be many more
entries as we are eager for there to be at least 10 teams entering this year and I
will be on the judging panel for these entries. If your child wants to enter this
competition then please encourage them and organise for them to meet up with
their friends to make the poster. I will keep you updated regularly with the
Science at The Downley School!”

The Royal Albert Hall
On Monday, 18th March, Year 4 went on an outing to The Royal Albert Hall. As a
group, they sang many songs to the members of public along with other schools.
They rehearsed these songs with the choir and Miss Ball. Thank you to all the
teachers who helped organise this event - they couldn’t have done it without you!
Thank you,
Zara and Daniel
(The Deputy Head Boy and Girl of The Downley School)

The School Office
REMINDERS
Safeguarding
In order to ensure the safeguarding of all pupils, we ask that all visitors report to the School Office
Absence Line
The Office is open between 8.30 and 4.00. If you need to leave a message outside of these hours,
please leave your message on the absence line option 1.
Communications via Email
Having reviewed the email communication in School, we have created for PARENTS/CARERS ONLY a
dedicated email address.
From Monday 26th November 2018, please use
enquiries@thedownleyschool.co.uk. You should receive automatic response to your email. We will
respond to emails within five days unless it is urgent.
Parents’ BOOK LOOK - Thursday 2 May
This is an opportunity for pupils to look at their books with their parent/carer.
Disability Workshop
There will be a disability workshop for Y4/Y5 to help them understand what life is like for our visitor in
an age appropriate way on 1st April.
The Big Science Event
Thank you to all the children who have expressed an interest in carrying out a scientific investigation to
answer an interesting or peculiar question. Examples and ideas can be found on:
https://scienceoxford.com/events/big-science-event/
Children will need to complete and bring in their posters on or before Monday 1 April so they can be
judged by the Science Panel. (The poster should support them in discussing the investigation (eg the
question, method, results and conclusion, improvements etc…)
Easter Parade & Display - Tuesday 2 April
If the children wish to do so, KS1 are invited to design and wear an Easter Bonnet that will form part of
an Easter Bonnet Parade in assembly; KS2 are invited to celebrate “Easter in a shoe box” depicting
what Easter or springtime means to them. These will be displayed in the hall next Tuesday.

The School Office

Letters sent home are as follows –














Parents’ Evening Letter – 14.03.19
Communications Apology Lettter - 15.03.19
Incident Letter - 19.03.18
Copies of Informaton Letter - 22.03.19
French/Spanish Flyers – 22.03.19
Romar Sports Flyer – 25.03.19
Medieval Banquet Day Letter – 26.03.19
School Report – 26.03.19
Attendance Letter – 26.03.19
Communications Update Letter – 29.03.19
Governing Board Letter – 29.03.19
Year 4 - Slough Sewage Treatment Works Trip – 05.04.19
Parent Forum – 05.04.19 – (Emailed)

Stars of the Week
KS 2 Celebration Assembly 15th March Y4-Y6 – Stars of the Week
4F
4B
5G
5JR
6L
6S

Azaan, Mia
Stanley, Joesph
Eve, Charlotte
Dexter , John
Sanjeevan, Isobel
Mia, Roch

KS 1 Celebration Assembly 22nd March Y1-Y3 – Stars of the Week
1H
1P
2K
2R
3R
3KR

Louie, Grace
Emily, Jack
Sophie, Zain
Sophie, Matteo
Amber, Leon
Jamie, Ryan

Golden Ticket Winners
Friday 15th March – Harrison Y6
Friday 22nd March – Ruby Y1

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for the
year.
Our attendance to date is 96.74%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 11th March
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
96.45%
100%
95.33%
99.66%
95%
98.62%
98.33%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
100%
95%
99.33%
96.79%
98%
97.86%
96.07%

Well done to RBT & 1H for your 100% attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 18th March
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
96.13%
98.67%
99.67%
95.86%
97.67%
95.67%
96.33%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

Well done to 1P for your 100% attendance.

% Attendance
96%
100%
95%
96.07%
94%
96.79%
96.07%

The Downley School – Diary
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note one other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

March
Friday 29th March
April
Monday 1st April
Tuesday 2nd April
Thursday 4th April
Monday 8th – 22th April
Tuesday 23rd April
Wednesday 24rd April
May
Thursday 2nd May
Monday 6th May
Monday 13th May – Friday 17th
May
Monday 13th May
Saturday 18th May
Monday 20th May – Friday 24th
May
Monday 13th May
Monday 27th May -Friday 31st
May
Monday 3rd June
Monday 4th June
Monday 24th June – Friday 28th
June
June
Monday 10th June – Friday 14th
June
Tuesday 11th June
Tuesday 16th July & Wednesday
17th July
Tuesday 18th June
Wednesday 19th June
Monday 20th June
Tuesday 23rd July
Wednesday 26th June
Thursday 27th June

Second Hand Uniform Sale

TBC

Disability Workshop – Y4/Y5

Easter Bonnet Parade YR-R2
Decorate an Egg in a Box Y3 – Y6
Parents’ Evening
Easter Break
Inset Day
Start of Term
Parents’ Book Look (with your child)
Bank Holiday
Year 6 SATs Week
Year 4 - Slough Sewage Treatment Works Trip – 4F
Summer Fayre
KS1 SATS Week

3.30 – 5.30

2.30 – 3.30

4.00-7.00

Year 4 - Slough Sewage Treatment Works Trip – 4B
Half Term
Inset Day
Back to School
Year 6 Trip – Frontier Centre

Phonics Screening Week
Day of Dance
Y6 - Production
Year 5 & Year 6 - Sports Day
Year 1 & Year 2- Sports Day
Class Photos
Leavers’ Assembly
Year 3 & Year 4 – Sports Day
Reception Sports Day

TBC
9.30 – 11.30
9.30 – 11.30

1.30 – 3.00
9.30 – 10.30

The Downley School - Diary
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note one other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

July
Tuesday 2nd July
Wednesday 3rd July
Thursday 4th July
Tuesday 9th July
Tuesday 9th July
Saturday 13th July
Wednesday 17th July
Thursday 18th July
Wednesday 24th July
Thursday 25th July – Friday 30th
August
September 2019/2020
Monday 2nd September &
Tuesday 3rd September
Wednesday 4th September

Common Transition Day ( Year 6 visit secondary
schools)
BACK UP – Year 1 & Year 2 – Sports Day
BACK UP – Reception – Sports Day
BACK UP – Year 5 & Year 6 – Sports Day
BACK UP – Year 3 & Year 4 – Sports Day
Camping – Overnight on field
Head Boy & Head Girl – Headteacher for a Day
Year 6 – Leavers’ Event
Last day of term
Summer Holiday

Inset days
Return to school

9.30 – 11.30
9.30 – 10.30
9.30 – 11.30
1.30 – 3.00
TBC
TBC

