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Head Teacher’s Comment
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the ‘Wear it Wild Day’ by dressing up and
leaving a donation. The children enjoyed it immensely and it was great to see the range of
ideas you all had. These events are so important to allow us to share global matters as
well as local ones. I personally love the homemade, imaginative outfits that you have
clearly enjoyed making together. The children were eager to show me what they had
produced.
By taking part in this and other events, we are showing respect for ourselves and the
world. We want the children to become global citizens and know how they can make a
difference, even from their own classes.
We have had STEM week and the children thoroughly enjoyed this event. They were able
to work in different classes with different teachers, something they always ask to do. I saw
a wide range of activities that really stretched their imaginations and their skills. Science
remains a high profile subject and we are constantly looking at ways in which we can
extend this.
As we near the end of the academic year it is very busy with tests (thankfully now
completed) rehearsals, trips etc. Please check the calendar that is found both on the front
of the web site and also the back of this newsletter. We will keep this as up to date as
possible for you.
I would like to also comment on the journey that we have all been on this year. We began
with a mountain to climb and a team to build, which includes all parents and carers. It is
with pride and accomplishment that I now walk around our School and see how far we
have all come. There will still be bumps along the way, but if we work together, we will be
able to overcome these with ‘respect’ and as a team.

Reception
Last week, we took part in a whole school STEM week. The children were very excited as this meant
they were able to go Year 1 and Year 2 to take part in a variety of activities. This included building
bridges out of newspaper, creating gravity painting, designing with Lego, coding with Bee Bots and
creating our own water walls. We had so much fun and were able to show fantastic skills in teamwork,
speaking and listening, as well as showing off our amazing science and maths knowledge, impressing
all the Year 1 and 2 teachers.
This week, we have been back to learning about African animals where our focus has been on giraffes
and goats. Did you know a giraffe’s tongue is usually about 55cm? We were very impressed. We have
been writing down our animal facts, using our phonics knowledge, and creating very colourful and
detailed giraffe paintings.
In Maths, we have begun learning to identify a range of coins and their value. We have been practising
using money in our own little shop and are whizz kids at being able to describe each coin and its worth.
This is an area we will be looking at for the next couple of weeks as it also a great way to practise our
counting skills. It would be lovely if you could encourage lots of money play at home too!
The children have been making beautiful butterfly collages inspired by the caterpillars that have
recently blossomed out from their cocoons and it has been so magical seeing the children take such
great care of them.

Next week, we will be focusing on hippos and crocodiles, so if you have brilliant story books or
artefacts for us to look at, we would very much appreciate it. A very special mention to Harry
Woolfenden who has been so kind as to bring in a book that is topic related nearly every day . It is
lovely to see that you have such a terrific collection of African or animal related stories.

Reception
In phonics, we will be practising all of the sounds we have been learning this year as we get ready to go
into Year 1. The children have lots of opportunities to apply their phonics knowledge and we read and
write lots of different sentences. We have begun exploring the use of capital letters, finger spaces
between words and full stops. They are doing a splendid job of this in class and we really encourage
this at home too.
Here are the sounds we will be focusing on this term to ensure the children are secure with them:

Year 1
What a great start back after half term! We really enjoyed STEM week and looking at activities using
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathmatics. There was a variety of activities including bridge
building, Science experiments and enjoying some visitors coming in, plus so much more! It was an
inspiring week for both teachers and students and judging by the smiles on the children’s faces, they
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Please see some of their work below.
Year One – bridge building and making sail boats

STEM visitor
Astronomer

In English, we will be looking at instruction writing. As part of our work, we will be having some African pets to
study and care for. The children are very excited!

In computing, students will be learning how to code. We will use simple programs with basic steps and
stories to introduce them to ‘typed’ and ‘block’ code and encourage them to create their own games
and music.

Year 2
The children were immersed into the world of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) learning last week. Every class moved across Key Stage One and Reception to be taught
by a different teacher for each activity. Newspaper bridge building, programming bee bots, making
water walls and friction experiments are just some of the remarkable lessons that took place during
the week. I hope the children have shared some of their amazing learning with you at home. The
feedback at the end of the week was extremely positive and it was a great way to come back to school
after the half term break.
It was a successful week which the children thoroughly enjoyed. Please see some of their work below.
Year 2 – Coding and Designing

Year 2 – Friction Lab

Year 2
STEM visitors
Astronomer and Mr Bubble Works

Bridge Building

Bridge winners: Sophie and Mia

This term, we will be comparing life in Africa with life in the UK;
children will be using the text “Masai and I” to build upon their
own ideas about their ‘life styles’. In Geography, we will be
discussing the climate, geographical location and human and
physical geography of Africa.

Our class story this term is The No1 Car Spotter Goes To School
which we have already started and the children are enjoying.

Year 3
Year 3 had an exciting STEM week last week where they focussed on developing a range of scientific,
engineering and Maths skills linked to our theme of Journeys. They had the opportunity to travel
around different classrooms. Each was based around an African country and the children were given a
challenge to solve linked to each place. “I think STEM week was amazing because we got to experience
new things in a fun way,” said Jaycob, Year 3.
Children working with Ms Rana had the opportunity to create their own rafts that would be suitable
for carrying boxes of vanilla and cloves from Madagascar to another country. They used a variety of
materials and discussed the properties of each before testing their rafts in water. The strongest raft
held over 300 cubes which was fascinating to see.

When working with Mrs Sanders in Year 5, they thoroughly enjoyed creating a shield and parachute
that was able to protect an egg when dropped from a height. They were able to use popcorn, bubble
wrap, tape, cotton wool and thin paper in order to do this. Perhaps you could ask your child about
what they found out from each of the activities they did?

The children also enjoyed an engaging and interactive session with Professor Bubbleworks who talked
about Journeys based around air and how it travels. Everybody was fascinated to see all of the exciting
experiments he conducted, especially the model rockets which contained water and vitamin C tablets
to cause a bubbling reaction! Maybe you can try some of your own science experiments at home.

Year 4
Inspired by our text, “The Butterfly Lion”, we have been exploring different types of poetry such as
Haiku, Cinquain and Similes. The children enjoyed writing descriptive poems about safari wildlife and
African settings. Moving forwards, we will be looking at narrative settings and journal writing.
The children are looking forward to visiting Costwolds Wildlife Park this week to understand more
about the habitat of animals found in Africa.
The children were fascinated to learn more information about various African countries during STEM
week. Hopefully, the children have been eager to share some of these staggering facts, including the
relative size of the UK, weather conditions, economic conditions and population mass.

In Maths this week, we are looking at rounding to 10/100/1000, and will be moving onto statistics next
week. Please ensure the children are regularly using Times Tables Rockstars so that they are secure
with their times tables up to 12x as they move into Year 5.
In STEM week, the children particularly enjoyed learning about air resistance for eggs; using
technology with data loggers and creating music mixes with laptops; creating a crane to retrieve
diamonds from the mines; designing and building a bridge to carry 500g; and designing a lengthy
marble run thinking about angles and obstacles. Our visitors included two astronomers and volunteers
from the light and computer programming industry.
In our values lesson on Respect, we have been designing a poster and creating a music rap to remind
ourselves imaginatively to be respectful to all.
We will also be spending some time in class designing our masterpieces for the Art Competition for the
“Downley UP Festival” next week.

Year 5
Well done to Year 5 for earning their Golden Party at the end of last half term. Everyone enjoyed icing
and decorating some Stoopwafels and either painting or playing some outdoor games. That week the
children had been working hard!
They have now started their Binca sewing designs. African patterns and animals are slowly appearing
and are then to be sewn to make two class blankets! Thank you to those who have completed some
amazing African art work and cookery in Learning Logs.

In Maths, we have been ordering and comparing decimal numbers with up to three decimal places. We
also explored some units of time and solved some tricky word problems using some conversion skills
along the way. In Science, we have started a new unit of work – Forces all Around Us. This involved tug
of war with ropes on the playground. “What if … ?” and “Why…. ?” questions had to be answered.
In English, the children had to analyse a chapter of our shared novel, Journey to Jo’burg, and change
the prose by summarising what happened into the format of a newspaper report. We think we have
some budding journalists among us!

In RE, 5G made some Torah
scrolls and learnt how to write
some Hebrew.

Last week was STEM week. Well done to all of Year 5 who applied themselves fully to all the tasks and
investigations put before them. Mrs Sanders and I ran activities comprising KNex, making parachutes,
encouraging insects with flower designs and creating marble runs!

Year 6
Second week back from holidays is always better to ease ourselves in to the remaining half term. We
are currently very busy having fun in Year 6, learning about bridges, different techniques in writing and
gearing up for our next Big Maths Quiz! How exciting!
As you are all well aware, last week we had STEM week in the whole school where our theme was
‘Journeys’. There were a lot of fun activities. As well as having visits from an astronomer, Professor
Bubbleworks and a GP, the main task of the week in Year 6 was to build bridges out of newspaper.
Now these weren’t just any ordinary bridges: these bridges had to be made with just newspaper and
paper clips and should have been able to withstand 5kg. Year 6 had a whale of a time planning and
constructing their bridges; many, redesigned their bridge as they went along, just as they edit and
improve their writing. In the end, the winners from each class took part in a competition with the rest
of the school to find the winner or our bridge building competition. Year 6 were especially trying hard
as Miss Lindridge mentioned previously that, “the head teacher stood on one of the bridges and it took
her weight.” – WOW! Well done to Aditi, Aashi and Charlotte whose team won the KS2 competition.
Before the holidays, Year 6 pupils were extremely busy with the writing assessments that took place
after SATs. They worked extremely hard and their efforts definitely paid off as we have been really
enjoying reading all of their fantastic work. Now that the gruelling part is over, we can look forward to
everything fun that we have planned.
This week, some of our lucky pupils were chosen to attend the Big Maths Quiz. This was the local
round of a national competition where they were competing against several other schools. Thanks to
our brilliant team, The Downley School won their heat and next week will be attending the Semi-Final
on Tuesday afternoon, together with several supporters. All of the class have been in training in
preparation, looking at practice questions and videos. Thank you to Mrs Rana, our Maths Subject
Leader, who organised this exciting opportunity.

.

We must also thank Mrs Fyfe, Science Subject Leader, for arranging a visit to Pipers Corner School this week for
other lucky pupils who were chosen to attend an “Operation Crime Scene Investigation.” The children who went
had a wonderful time, working in the laboratory and using forensic evidence to solve a murder crime which they
managed to do successfully! They were wonderful ambassadors for our school with their excellent behaviour
and skills.

Looking to the future, we are sending out a gentle reminder to remind everyone (in case you need it)
that the Frontier Centre residential visit will take place from the 24th June to 28th June and so
excitement is definitely mounting. A letter will be issued early next week with last minute reminders
and information. We will also spend time in class preparing for the visit: looking at maps, the floor
plan, the itinerary, the website etc. We are certainly busy planning and preparing in readiness.
We are sorry to report that due to unforeseen illness, Mrs Lindridge will not be able to go on the visit
as originally planned. We will update you with the alternative arrangements once they have been
finalised.

The Year 6 Team

Science Blog!
Hi everyone. It’s Emma and I am back for yet another Science Blog!
STEM WEEK
Last week in school, we held a STEM week and this year the theme was journeys. Mrs Fyfe and I decided to make each class a
different country in Africa. All of the countries had a different task and each class competed in a whole school competition to
build a bridge out of just newspaper, split pins and paperclips.
Chris Joy
On Wednesday, the school had a visit from Chris Joy. Chris is an Engineer but has studied Astronomy as a hobby. He taught
the class a lot about our galaxy, stars and black holes. Here are some of the facts that he told us:
The black psxz\arts we see on the moon most nights are actually craters which have been caused by meteors continually
bashing into it. The moon always rotates on the same face so there is the dark side of the moon (which is never shown).
Some people even believe that Aliens live on the dark side of the moon!
Apollo 8 was sent to the moon before the Americans went for the first time. It took the famous picture ‘The Earth Rise’. It
was taken by the indoor camera through the window of the Module.

Dr Soman:
On Monday, we also had a visit from Dr Soman, who is a GP.


Dr Soman became a GP in 2009.



His surgery looks after 6,000 people a month!



Not one day at the surgery is like another and that is one of the reasons he loves his job so much.



The difference between a MRI scan and a CT scan is that a MRI scans are magnetic but CT scans are radioactive. CT
scans have as much radioactive power as about 200 X-Rays which is not healthy for your body.

Mr Bubble Works:
On Thursday. Mr Bubble Works came to visit the school. Here are examples of what he did with us:


Mr Bubble Works made three tubes full of water into rockets by adding Vitamin C.



He also picked three children from the year and asked them to fill up a water bottle with as much water as they
wanted. Then we all went outside and one by one, Mr Bubble Works took the water bottles and put them on a
pump. It turned out that the water bottle with the least water went up the highest.
Russ:
On Friday, Russ from Astronomy UK (on Facebook) came in to teach us about planets. He brought in blow up models
of all of the planets in our solar system and went in detail through the individual planets. Here are some of the
planets Russ taught us about and some of the facts about them:




Mars – the red spot on Mars is actually a massive storm. This storm used to be the size of three planets but has now
shrunk to only the size of one meaning that it may soon disappear!
Earth – we are in what astronomers call the Goldilocks Zone as it is gust right. It has water, the right temperatures
and the sun is the right distance away.
Thank You Very Much to Chris Joy, Dr Soman, Mr Bubble Works and Ross for coming in and helping our school’s
STEM week extra special!
By Emma (Science Prefect of The Downley School)

A Blog by the Head Boy and Girl.
Hello and welcome back to another one of our blogs. Many things have happened since our last blog, including
STEM week. STEM stands for (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) – these are subjects enjoyed every time
we hold this event.
Coming up in this blog is…





STEM Week
Forensic Science
Team Captain Interview
The Big Maths Quiz

STEM Week:
The whole school had so much fun during our STEM week! We had to face multiple challenges including building a
bridge using only newspaper, paper clips and split pins! The winning bridge in Key Stage 2 was made by Aashi, Aditi
& Charlotte called The Bridge of Leaning Plaits. Their bridge managed to hold up to 1.1 kg!

Forensic Science
On Wednesday, 12th June, eight pupils from Year Six went to Piper’s Corner School for a Forensic Science morning.
When they arrived, they watched a short film which told them about a murder and that they needed to solve the
mystery. They did many experiments from a DNA analysis to a soil analysis. They also got a little book containing
witness statements and interviews. They had to piece together all the evidence to decide who was the criminal.
They enjoyed this trip greatly and left with a bag of treats and knowledge. Everyone who went on this trip was very
grateful to have been chosen as it was so fantastic!

Team Captain Interview
We interviewed Jack, the Beech Team Captain,
“Hi, my name is Jack. I help count the team points on Thursday and help Mr Mackenzie organise team events.
What I love the most about being Team Captain is organising teams for inter-house events such as Football and
Music. We have many events coming up: Football inter-house, Music inter-house and Sports Day. Further notices on
this will be in the next newsletter.”

The Big Maths Quiz!
On Monday 10th June, fourteen Year 6s attended a Maths competition at Stoke Poges School against 11 other
schools. It was very stressful as we were winning then losing, but then luckily we stepped up our game and
managed to win the whole competition by 40 points. We were all very close in scoring and it could have been
anyone’s victory! We are now automatically in the semi-finals. This will take place at Haberdashers’Aske’s Boys’
School, in Hertfordshire.
Thank you for reading this,
Tharul and Lily (Head Boy and Head Girl of the Downley School)

The School Office
Arrival and Departure from the School Site
Children are not permitted on school grounds before 8.30 when the gate is open and afterschool once
dismissed.

Pupils will need to attend breakfast club or afterschool club if they cannot be dropped off or collected at
the appropriate time or parents/carers will need to make alternative arrangements for drop off or
collection.
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that all notes regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early
are handed into the School Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.
Reporting an Absence
If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School Office via the
absence line.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours
excluding sickness, which is reported via the absence line.
The School does not encourage holiday during term time and will definitely not authorise holiday during
examination periods. Where possible, please complete and return a “leave of absence form” to the School Office
for authorisation at least one month before leave is required.

Playground before and after school
There should be no running or football on the playground before or after school. Cycling and scooting
on school grounds is not permitted. Any bikes and scooters need to be walked from the school gate to
the bike shed. No children should be playing on the School’s outdoor equipment; children should not be
on the steps up to the field or on the climbing frame.
Zen Garden
Update to follow.

Attendance
We are still working hard at The Downley School to improve attendance. Please see the traffic light system
below detailing the zone’s for attendance percentage.

Red – Cause for Concern - Below 90% Amber – At Risk Zone – 90% – 94%
Green – Safety Zone – 95%-100%

Stars of the Week
KS 2 Celebration Assembly 10th May- Y4-Y6 – Stars of the Week
4F
4B
5G
5JR
6L
6S

Howie, Jeevan
Jessica, Ola, Freddy
Max, Amna
Gracie, Toby
Foye, Zyva
Mason, Jess

KS 1 Celebration Assembly 17th May YR-Y3 – Stars of the Week
RO
RBT
1H
1P
2K
2R
3R
3KR

Dylan, Oliver
Kitan, Amelie
Damien, Anna
Alice, Daniel
Alex, Eva
Isabelle, Bobby
Henry, Amber
Thomas, Daphne

KS 2 Celebration Assembly 24th May- Y4-Y6 – Stars of the Week
4F
4B
5G
5JR
6L
6S

Ananya, Daisy
Charlie, Emily
Aanya, Jesse
Sky, Rylee
Bradley, Eesha
Aashi, Ayush

Golden Ticket Winners
Friday 10th May – Jess 6S
Friday 17th May – George – 1P
Friday 24th May – Gracie – 5JR

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for the
year.
Our attendance to date is 96.70%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 13th May
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
99.03%
93.33%
98.67%
100%
99.33%
100%
99.67%

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

% Attendance
96.90%
94.18%
98.67%
98.91%
98.33%
95.36%
90%

Well done to 3KR & 5G for your 100% attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 20th May
Class
RO
1H
2K
3KR
4B
5G
6L

% Attendance
97.42%
82.33%
99%
93.79%
96.33%
97.59%
97.67

Class
RBT
1P
2R
3R
4F
5JR
6S

Well done to 2K for your 99% attendance.

% Attendance
93.93%
95.17%
97%
95.96%
97%
95.36%
96.79%

The Downley School – Diary
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green.
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
** Information to follow.

June
Thursday 20th June
Monday 24th June – Friday 28th
June
Tuesday 25th June
Thursday 27th June
July
Monday 1st July
Tuesday 2nd July

rd

Wednesday 3 July
Thursday 4th July
Tuesday 9th July
Tuesday 9th July
Friday 12th July
Saturday 13th July
Monday 15th July
Tuesday 16th July
Wednesday 17th July
Wednesday 17th July
Thursday 18th July
Friday 19th July
Monday 22nd July
Tuesday 23rd July
Wednesday 24th July
Thursday 25th July – Friday 30th
August

Class Photos
Year 6 Trip – Frontier Centre
Year 3 & Year 4 – Sports Day
Reception Sports Day

1.30 – 3.00
9.30 – 10.30

11+ Meeting - Y5
Common Transition Day ( Year 6 visit secondary
schools)

6.00 – 7.00

Meet the Teacher
Year 1 & Year 2 – Sports Day
BACK UP – Reception – Sports Day
BACK UP – Year 5 & Year 6 – Sports Day
BACK UP – Year 3 & Year 4 – Sports Day
Pupil Reports Issued
Camping – Overnight on field
Y1 & Y2 Trip - Woburn Safari Park
Y6 – Production
Head Boy & Head Girl – Head-teacher for a Day
Y6 – Production
Year 6 – Leavers’ Event
Year 5 Trip – ‘The Living Rainforest’
100% Attendance Assembly
Leavers’ Assembly 9.30 am
Last day of term

3.30 – 4.30
9.30 – 11.30
9.30 – 10.30
9.30 – 11.30
1.30 – 3.00

Summer Holiday

September 2019/2020
Monday 2nd September &
Tuesday 3rd September
Wednesday 4th September

Inset days
Return to school

TBC
1.30
6.30
TBC
TBC
TBC

