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Head Teacher’s Comment
Welcome back to you all after what I hope was an enjoyable summer break. We have
started at a pace as usual and it has been a pleasure to welcome our new teachers. I have
already observed some impressive work being undertaken both inside and outside the
classrooms, making the best of the good weather. I believe we have started as we mean
to go on in meeting our vision for happy children.
The sheep have settled well over the break. They are Grey Faced Dartmoor sheep which is
a rare breed and means that we are doing our bit for the conservation of a native species.
We have been lucky to gain help from an ex Downley pupil who is an agricultural student
who visits them every week to ensure they are happy and healthy. We also have Mr
Rutland who is now the resident ‘Sheep whisperer’ and he is slowly introducing the
children to them.
Our Mongolian yurt will be erected at the end of the month and will be used all year
round for learning outside the classroom. It will have a wood burner to heat it in winter
and the children will be advised on how to stay safe. I want to say thank you to everyone
who dropped a coin in the box at Tesco as this how we have been able to undergo this
project. Also, a big thank you to the PA for contributing to the building of the base. Mr
Workman has also been kind enough to construct it for us. A big thank you also goes out
to Mr Banks for the new chicken pen now known as ‘Cluckingham Palace’. We will be
hatching more chickens this year and this is a wonderful environment for them.
We are asking for donations of seeds from your gardens please, especially native flowers
(or weeds), as we are going to reinstate our meadow which is currently just grass and
thistles. The sheep will strip graze the land for us as well as keep the mile neat and tidy.

Reception
The children in Reception have settled in well and are getting to know the routines. We have been decorating
CDs for our stage area and planting herbs for our sensory garden.

In our creative areas, we have enjoyed painting and junk modelling using recycled materials. The children have
been manipulating and cutting play dough to create animals and shapes, which they have then decorated with
gems.
Mr Rushant took the children for their first PE lesson, where the children enjoyed playing games and acquiring
new skills.
Miss Shaffee has been teaching the children songs in Spanish.
We have begun learning letter sounds and numbers through songs as well as writing our names. We are looking
forward to starting our topic ‘Knock Knock’ where we will be learning about families and the community.

Year 1
Year One have loved coming back to school after a wonderful summer of fun! It has been marvellous to see the
children settle into the new school year so well.
The children have been thoroughly enjoying exploring our new outdoor learning equipment and have been
making the most of the sunny days. We have been reading “My Map Book” by Sara Fanelli and we have used
this as inspiration to make maps of the classroom, our tummies and hearts and even maps of the woodland dell.
The children have been practising how to use their phonics sounds to label each of their maps and point out
particular places of importance to them.
They have been writing “I am…” sentences for their Pupil Portfolios which tell any visitors a little bit about each
of us. The children wrote a simple sentence using a capital letter, finger space and a full stop. We have created
little symbols for each one which we write on the whiteboard to help us remember!
We have also started to practise writing our full names, which is much easier for some us with short names. The
children are using different materials to make it more exciting and some have even practised using the
computers! It is so lovely to see them take such ownership of it and they seem to be really determined to learn!
In Maths, we have begun to look at place value. The children have been practising counting forwards and
backwards to 100 whilst also reading and writing numbers to 100. We have introduced lots of exciting songs
that can help our counting and the children are becoming experts!
It has been wonderful to see the array of holiday memories that the children have brought in to show and a
superb opportunity for them to practise their speaking and listening skills. Thank you for making such an effort
to create interesting and thoughtful memory bags.
We are starting to look for signs that the season has changed to Autumn as part of our Science curriculum and
would love to see any Autumnal treasures that the children have collected over the next few weeks.
We are always happy to receive any small cardboard boxes, tubes etc. for junk modelling and if you happen to
have any wooden train track or wooden blocks that are no longer played with we will certainly put them to good
use in the classroom.
Well done to all of the Year One children – you have settled in so well to your new routines and we are really
looking forward to watching you grow this year.

Year 2
Hello and welcome to Year 2’s first newsletter of the year. We hope that you have had a brilliant summer
holiday and have enjoyed a refreshing break.
The children have settled wonderfully into their new classes and have had great fun getting to know their new
teachers! Please can we take this opportunity to thank you for all the effort that has been clearly put into
creating their summer bags of treasured memories. The children have been very keen to share them with others
and talk fondly about their summer experiences.
As the children have started their new classes, they have enjoyed playing a variety of getting to you know
games, further developing their knowledge of each other. They were then challenged to discuss and justify key
qualities that they thought were required to be successful learners. Amongst some of the key qualities, the
children explored the meaning of metacognition, resilience and effort. Why don’t you talk to your child about
what they thought was the most important quality to them?
Impressing the teachers with their art skills, the children have also sketched and
painted their own self-portraits, focusing on proportions and detail. These have made
fabulous covers for their topic books.
The children have particularly benefitted from using a range of mathematical equipment as well as pasta pieces
to develop their skills of number recognition and counting in 2s. Throughout the year, the children will be
required to use and apply their knowledge of number, so please could you take any opportunity to reinforce
these vital skills of counting, where possible.

As part of our topic, we are exploring how to take care of ourselves and we have started by looking at hygiene
and the importance of this. The children have understood the correct way to wash hands and have been able to
explain how germs can spread if they do not take the appropriate measures. Ask your children to explain this:

The children were very impressed with our extensive range of visitors from Primary Futures this week who work
across a range of occupations. They enjoyed finding out about what they do and thought about potential
opportunities for themselves in the future.

Year 3
Welcome to a new school year, Year 3 pupils! You have all made a fantastic start to the academic year. We are
really impressed with your positive attitude and enthusiasm towards your learning. We have been in ‘The Dell’
to look for signs of Autumn approaching and there we found a letter from ‘Lost Mole! Some thoughtful writing
was produced in response to ‘Mole’ with ideas of how we could help him return to his friends on ‘The River
Thames’.
In Maths, we have begun to explore larger numbers using dienes blocks and place value headings to help us
increase and decrease numbers by 10 and 100. We have also been practising writing 3 digit numbers in words.
We will be moving on to perimeter and statistics later this month.
In Science, we have begun our topic ‘Animals, Including Humans’. The children have explored the different food
groups and have an understanding of the importance of a balanced diet and we will be learning more about
skeletons and muscles.
In Art, the pupils have produced some excellent painted project book covers depicting a riverbank. As you all
may have guessed, our shared text this term will be ‘Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Graham as part of our
whole school theme ‘Belonging’ and we have begun to explore our place in various settings from home and
family, Brownies, sports clubs and from Downley to the global community on our planet!
Year Group Information: PE kits, Reading books and Reading Records need to be in school every day. Books will
be changed on Monday, Wednesday and Friday by our volunteers. Children are encouraged to read other
appropriate books, if they wish, alongside the reading scheme which should be recorded in their journal.
Homework
Please see below a summary of homework expectations. We will shortly be sending out login reminders.

Full details of Year 3 objectives are now available on the website under the Year 3 blog.
https://www.downley.bucks.sch.uk/page/?title=Key+Performance+Indicators&pid=324

Year 4
We have had a great start to the new year and we would like to thank all children for transitioning so well. We
look forward to a wonderful year of learning and succeeding.
Irresistible Curriculum & Learning
Our theme this term is “Belonging” and we will be reading the story “The Wind and the
Willows”. The children have been researching ‘The River Thames’ where our story takes
place. We discovered a mysterious letter in the Dell at our school from a mischievous
Mole, who left a copy of the text for us to read about his adventures with other
woodland creatures.
In Maths, we have been learning all about negative numbers. The children have worked practically using
‘themselves’ to create number lines to help consolidate their understanding of this subject area. In addition, the
children have started to build up their mathematical vocabulary and the meaning of ‘product’, ‘multiples’ and
‘integers’. Our subject focus this week is all about place value.
The children have been introduced to new Maths games to play with a partner or small groups and they have
enjoyed reviewing some of their times tables (a very important part of the Y4 curriculum). With this in mind, a
reminder is given to parents/carers to ensure that children are practising their times tables daily as the majority
of children must know up to 12x by the end of Year 4 in anticipation of the forthcoming government times table
test.
In Science, we have started exploring ‘Circuits and Electricity’. In our first lesson, the children were able to
create their own circuits using a set of wires, batteries and a bulb. The children were able to identify almost
instantly that the circuit would require a power source in order for it be successful. We look forward to further
science investigations this term.

The children are already showing ways to help each other and their teachers at this busy time of year. Keep up
the good work, Year 4!

Mathletics
Timestable Rockstars
Spelling
Learning Logs
This will be reviewed in class
with verbal feedback.
Reading with an adult

Set
Due in
Wednesday
Wednesday
Daily – upto x12 incl division facts
Wednesday
Wednesday (incl test)
Friday (self-select)
Friday (last one 18.10)

At least 3 times a week

Please could parents and carers regularly sign their child’s Reading Book, after discussing books with children.
Books are only changed on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Full details of Year 4 objectives are now available on the website under the Year 4 blog.
https://www.downley.bucks.sch.uk/page/?title=Welcome+to+Year+4&pid=326

Year 5
Year 5 children have settled in well into their new classes and have thoroughly enjoyed the first few weeks back
at The Downley School!
We started the term by making predictions and investigating our quality text of the term – Tom’s Midnight
Garden by Phillipa Pearce. Children looked at information from the novel, such as key characters, setting, book
cover and blurb, to then make inferences and deductions, in order to make predictions about what the plot
would be about. We then went onto start reading the novel’s first few chapters and writing letters to some of
the key characters – which the children found interesting.
In Maths, we started by learning about place value and looking at numbers up to one million. In the coming
weeks, we shall be looking at decimals, addition and subtraction.
The Earth and Space is Year 5’s Science topic for the Autumn term and children devised questions that they
would like to find the answers, so that they are leading the learning. We took learning outside to consider how
we know the Earth is spherical and to investigate scientific evidence with regard to this.
Children were thrilled to celebrate Roald Dahl Day and took part in a live, interactive lesson. We made our own
Roald Dahl inspired characters, looking at the ingredients that make a successful character and plot, then
moving onto listening to some readings from his famous books! The underpinning theme of the day was bravery
and children considered an example of a time where they had been brave and shown resilience.

Year 6
The Year 6 team are delighted at the way the children have settled in to their new (and final) year group. You will have
gathered that it has been a challenging and hectic few days already.
We have focused on “Getting to Know You” activities in class and this has been tremendous fun. What a lovely group of
children they are! Following the 11-Plus exams, we have also undertaken a set of baseline assessments in Arithmetic,
Mathematical Reasoning, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. Using this latest information, we can identify areas of
strength and weakness across the cohort which we can use in future planning and to help us decide targeted group work in
Maths and English.
We are taking time to establish new routines. Homework is being phased in gradually to help the children adjust to the
increasing workload. They have each received a folder to keep everything together, but they are welcome to use their own
folder from home if they prefer. Everyone has received a yellow homework diary to keep a record of weekly deadlines and
important things to remember. Please can these items always be kept in school bags as we use them regularly.
Learning Logs tasks for this half term were given out last Friday and are shared in class weekly every Friday. Please see the
task sheet at the front of the book for the choices available. The only statutory task is to write a letter to a favourite (living)
author. There is also a small yellow spelling book that contains the latest list of words to practise. The children will be asked
to highlight in here any words that they get wrong in weekly tests. Class spelling tests are on a Monday. Each week a linked
spelling activity on a sheet will also be given out which is to be returned for the following Monday.
Weekly tables tests also take place on a Monday and some children have been asked to focus on a target table while others
are practising all the tables to beat their own score each week in a mixed bag of questions. Times Tables Rockstars
challenges will soon be restarting between the two Year 6 classes. Mathletics tasks will also be set from Friday to the
following Friday. Finally for now, the children have noted that they need to read with an adult or older sibling at least three
times a week and this should be noted please. Reading Records are collected in on a Monday.
We hope this information is helpful. The main message is that homework folders and diaries plus latest reading books and
records should always be in school bags, so that children have them when they need them.
Next week, we are looking forward to delving into the world of Tom’s Midnight Garden – hence the theme of time for the
first two spellings lists. We will also start to think about allocating school responsibilities where the children will be writing
job applications for the various prefect roles. We will be sharing with each class further details about the positions of Head
Boy and Head Girl. Preparation for this, for those who are interested to apply, will be undertaken at home. The children will
be given a deadline date for when they present to the class so that voting and short-listing of finalists can take place. There
will then be a date for the finalists to present to the rest of the school, before elections take place. All will be explained to
the children in class.

Year 6 Continued….
And finally, we have had a very exciting day (Tuesday, 17th September) when 36 visitors came into school from The Royal
Warrant Holders’ Association as part of a “What’s My Line?” assembly with follow up workshops in classrooms. The
purpose of the visit was to make the children aware of the vast range of occupations that are possible in the wider world.
We hope that you have heard all about this at home. Many exciting and/or essential professions were represented
including: a doorman at The Ritz Hotel, a milliner, a fire extinguisher engineer, a pastry chef and a farm manager! All of the
professions represented could boast that they have provided service to Her Majesty The Queen!
Other important assemblies we should mention here are a thought provoking visit this week from Thames Valley Police to
talk about knife crime and next week there will be visitors on Tuesday to talk at length about children keeping safe online.
As you can tell, we are already very busy! Miss Stanbridge and Mrs Ali look forward to meeting with you at the forthcoming
Parent Teacher Consultations next week on Wednesday and Thursday after school. This will be an opportunity to talk about
how your child has settled in with us. It will also give an opportunity for you to make us aware of ways that we can help
your child in the coming weeks and months. If you are unable to access the online booking system to make an appointment
then please let us know.
Thank you for your support at home.
The Year 6 Team

Sports - Mr Rushant

Family Worker – Mrs Carr

Welcome back everyone to The Downley School and to our new starters in Reception and other year groups.
I hope you are settling in well.
My name is Wendy Carr and I am the Family Worker in school. My role is to provide support, advice and
information to the families within our school community. I can help you with any worries that you may have in
relation to your child, their behaviour and wellbeing. I am also here as someone to talk to if you need it!
Advice and support is confidential although concerns relating to the safeguarding of children will always be dealt
with in accordance with the School's Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. I may not have all the answers,
but hopefully I can help you to work out how to find them!
Support for pupils includes:
· Overseeing the staff mentor and peer mentor scheme
· Promoting good attendance and punctuality
· Promoting self-esteem and confidence
· Promoting positive behaviour and positive attitudes to learning
· Providing one-to-one support through a range of strategies
Support for families includes:
· Providing information and signposting to other services in the local area
· Liaising with a range of external services such as Social Care and the Family Support Service
· Assistance in completing paperwork and forms
· Attendance and support at school and other agency meetings
I am also the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead and if you ever have any concerns regarding the safety of a
pupil at our School, please feel free to speak to me confidentially. I will only ever share information that I have
been told if I need to ensure a child’s safety.
If you need to contact me, you can email or ring the School Office, or come to see me in the mornings when I am
stood at the school gates.

Support for Children Online

Stars of the Week
KS1 Celebration Assembly Friday 20th September – Stars of the Week
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

Keonte, Dylan
Elsie, Noah
Bartosz, Ann-Charlotte
Amelia, Amar
Daniel, Kyla
Joshua, Bianka

Golden Ticket Winners
Our golden ticket winner on Friday 20th September was Joe 2019 - Year Y2

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
We are proud to say that our whole school attendance for
the last academic year was 96.5%.
Our Current attendance percentage is 97.57%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 2nd September 2019
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance

100%
98.89%
91.38%
100%
95.98%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
94.44%
94.44%
91.95%
95%
94.44%
100%
93.45%

Well done to Gorillas, Spider Monkeys & Pandas for your 100% Attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 9th September 2019
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
95.33%
95.67%
97.93%
96.33%
100 %
100%
98.97%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
96%
99.33 %
96.55%
99.33%
100%
98.93%
95%

Well done to Ring Tailed Lemurs, Spider Monkeys & Black Rhinos for your 100 % Attendance

School Office
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that all notes regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early
are handed into the School Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.
Reporting an Absence
If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School Office via the
absence line every day of your child’s absence.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been free of
sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire County Council’s
policy.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours,
excluding sickness, which is reported via the absence line. Hospital/medical appointments need to be
recorded on a Leave of Absence form and evidence of your child’s appointment.
The School does not encourage holiday during term time and will definitely not authorise holiday during
examination periods. Where possible, please complete and return a “leave of absence form” to the School Office
for authorisation at least one month before leave is required.

Playground before and after school
There should be no running or football on the playground before or after school. Cycling and scooting
on school grounds is not permitted. Any bikes and scooters need to be walked from the school gate to
the bike shed. No children should be playing on the School’s outdoor equipment; children should not be
on the steps up to the field or on the climbing frame.
Drinks & Snacks
We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name.
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative. Please ensure that your child has
a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut and kiwi free.
Uniform
A reminder to all that we change from our Spring/Summer uniform to our Autumn/Winter uniform after the
October half term break. Please note that uniform is no longer gender specific.
Please note that in line with school policy, pupils are not permitted to wear make-up, have extreme haircuts or
wear earrings whilst at school.
If your child is seen wearing earrings, they will be asked to remove them and they will be put in an envelope until
home time.

The Downley School Diary - 2019/2020
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note two other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

September 2019
Wednesday 25th September
Thursday 26th September
Friday 27th September
Friday 27th September
October 2019
Tuesday 1st October
Wednesday 2nd October
Tuesday 8th October
Tuesday 15th October
Wednesday 16th October
Thursday 17th October
Friday 18th October
Monday 28th October - Friday 1st
October
November 2019
Tuesday 5th November
Monday 11th November
Monday 11th November
Wednesday 13th November
Saturday 16th November
Monday 18th November
Saturday 30th November
December 2019
Tuesday 10th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12th December
Friday 13th December
Monday 16th December
Tuesday 17th December
Tuesday 17th December
Wednesday 18th December
January 2020
Friday 20th December – Friday 3rd
January
Monday 6th January
Tuesday 7th January
Tuesday 14th January

Parents’ Evening
Parents’ Evening
Macmillan Coffee Morning KS1
Macmillan Coffee Morning KS2

3.30 – 6.30
3.30 – 6.30
9.15 – 10.15
10.30 – 11.30

Y6 – Health Screening
National Walk to School Day
Black History Day
Open Morning – New Reception Intake
KS1 Harvest Assembly**
Individual School Photos
PA Second Hand Uniform Sale
Half Term

9.00-10.30
TBC

Open Morning – New Reception Intake
Remembrance Assembly
Year 6 – Hughenden Trip **
PA – Annual General Meeting
PA – Family Photo Session
Flu Vaccination
PA – Christmas Fayre
Reception Christmas Production**
KS1 Christmas Production**
KS1 Christmas Production**
Christmas Jumper Day – Save the Children
KS2 Christmas Production**
KS2 Christmas Production**
PA Panto Trip – The Swan
Christmas Carol Concert **

3.00 – 4.00

9.00-10.30

8.00PM –
9.00PM
9.00 – 5.00
11.00 – 2.00
TBC
AM - TBC
PM - TBC
6.00 – 7.30 PM
9.30 – 11.00 AM
5.30
3.00

End of Term – Christmas Break
Inset Day
Return to school – Start of Term
Open Morning – New Reception Intake

9.00-10.30

Message from the PA
As you are aware the Parents Association are running a "Chuck your coins" competition. One class has already
filled their milk bottles, so please keep sending in your loose change. All funds raised will be used for projects
in school and the winning class will be awarded an extra mufti-day. Thanks for your ongoing support.

