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Head Teacher’s Comment
Autumn is upon us and we are seeing the leaves and temperature change before us. It is
such a privilege to see the children growing and succeeding.
Our new teachers have settled well and have quickly become part of our team. This fits so
well with our theme of “belonging” and the importance of this. I know that you will all
support us in making them feel welcome. We had some great feedback from the recent
consultation evening.
We are making the most of the good weather, although we go outdoors all year round.
Please make sure that your children have the appropriate clothing, should they have an
opportunity to learn outside the classroom. All possessions need to be marked clearly
with your child’s name and class please. Any items found around school will be placed in
the lost property box at the front of school. It is not our responsibility to chase items for
you.
I am looking forward to the Harvest production in Year 1 and would like to invite the
whole school to contribute dried and canned foods to this event. We donate all food to
local causes to benefit our community. The more we receive, the more we can help. This
was shown in our very successful Macmillan event. A big thank you to everyone involved.
Our Primary Future’s Royal Warrant Holders event went extremely well also. 36 visitors
came and talked to the children about their careers and how they reached their positions.
We wanted to show the children that there are many ways to be successful in life which
do not always require a degree, or to pass the 11+. The ‘What’s My Line assembly?’ had
the audience stumped, but was very entertaining. Who would have thought there were so
many possibilities in the world of work to choose from?

Coffee Morning

£678.78

VALUES
As part of our Values Based Education curriculum, during the month of September, we have been studying the
value of Peace. In our Values lessons this month, the children have been discussing the resolution of conflict and
how co-operation will help the children achieve better outcomes in their lives.
We are also using an “I-Message” to support conflict resolution. This method requires the children to discuss
issues face to face (in a supported environment) and find resolutions to help on-going issues. We want to hear
the children’s voices, feelings and opinions as these are important within our Values and enable us all to support
the children growing as whole citizens for the future.
Thank you to all children and families who helped us to celebrate International Peace Day on Friday, 20th
September. The children enjoyed creating their own ‘Peace’ posters and sharing their messages for Peace during
our school walk. We look forward to sharing more of our Values learning throughout the year with you.
Best wishes,
Miss Ball
Values Lead

Reception
The Snow Leopards and Bengal Tigers would like to welcome Mrs Steencamp, who joined us on 30th
September.
The children in Foundation are now settled and fully engaged in their learning, both inside and outside.
This shows our sense of belonging. We have been ordering numbers in ‘The Dell’ and collecting
amounts to match numbers. We had great fun looking for twigs, Autumn leaves and beech nuts to
make amounts. The children were also able to say how many more were needed to make a given
number.

In our writing area, the children have been practising
writing their names and holding their pencils in the pincer
grip. They have used water to paint their names outside
too.

Beautiful self-portraits have been produced by the children. They enjoyed using mirrors to look
carefully at their features, talk to each other about their similarities and differences and then paint
themselves.
The children have been having fun in the outdoor space. They
have practised their pouring skills and counted the number of
scoops needed to fill a container.

On a visit around school, the children loved meeting the sheep and
chickens (Goldie and Spot) in their new homes. Eventually, we arrived at the adventure playground,
where the children developed their gross motor skills and confidence by climbing, balancing and
sliding.
Our school values are very important to us and many of the children have been showing them
throughout the school day. Mojo, our school values mascot, visited his first home this week with a
child from the Bengal Tigers and the Snow Leopards. He had a fantastic time. Mojo is looking forward
to visiting more homes over the coming year.

Year 1
What a fantastic few weeks we have had! The children have been busy preparing for our spectacular
Harvest Festival performance by learning lines, songs, dances and even preparing soup. Inspired by the
autumnal harvest, the children have been weighing, peeling and chopping a variety of seasonal
vegetables to make soup. We have invited guests to support our topic of “Belonging” within our
community.
In Maths, our focus this week has been on measuring weight and length. We have also been practising
our new skills by weighing each of the vegetables whilst cooking and discussing which might be heavier
or lighter. We have been comparing the height of the children in our class, using pieces of string and
we talked about who may be the tallest/smallest. We have been reinforcing our counting skills by
counting in 1s to 100, as well as counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. We are looking forward to learning about
addition and subtraction over the next couple of weeks.
Throughout our English sessions this week, we have been writing invitations for our parents/carers
which will explain when, where, who and what the festival will be about. This has been a great
opportunity for the children to practise their letter formation, capital letters, finger spaces and full
stops. Children have taken ownership over their invitations and are very excited to hand them out! We
have also been writing wonderful sentences about special ‘warm’ memories. The children have written
about their experiences of siblings being born, winning football games and special family outings. We
have loved creating our own autumn inspired leaf monsters! The children have gone wild using their
imagination to create a diverse group of creatures. Then using their knowledge of the tricky words (my,
is) and their new spelling sound a-e, they have written the sentence ‘My name is …’ giving their
monster a very unique name. Next week, we will be reading the story of ‘Wilfred Gordon McDonald
Partridge’ and discussing in further detail what a memory is and why it is special.
A special thank you must go to the parents/carers for doing a marvellous job practising spellings with
the children at home. We understand this isn’t always an easy process, but your dedication and
determination have been very impressive! The words are always linked to the phonics the children are
learning that week, so please look out for any other words with the same sound to encourage them to
apply their learning.

Year 2
Within our topic of “Belonging”, Year 2 children have impressed their teachers with how they have
been able to improve their recounts, incorporating a range of different time connectives. They have
now moved on to looking at characters and formulating their own opinions and descriptions of them
with justification for their judgements. Cruella De Vil has certainly been a talking point for them all!
The children have continued to read “My Map Book” by Sara Fanelli from which they have taken
inspiration to draw maps of their own bedrooms. As a result of this, they have enjoyed discussing
further what belonging means to them and sharing an environment that is special to them with their
peers.
We have started to talk about Family Trees and how these are a creative way of illustrating people in
our family. The children have done a great job of thinking about who is in their family across different
generations and how they are all special in terms of belonging to a family network.
In Science, we have explored the differences between animals and their young as well as talking about
the changes that occur in humans over time. The children are now familiar with the terms: baby,
toddler, child, teenager, adult and elderly. Ask your child about these different milestones in life and
what is expected to happen in each of them.
The Imagination Studio came alive this week where the children were able to learn about The Great
Fire of London using our interactive resources! This session was highly enjoyable and they learnt a lot
through using role play alongside the interactive screens.
Our Computing topic this term is all about coding. The children have been learning coding vocabulary
so that they can begin to programme their own games. This week the children were learning the skill of
“debugging” where they had to read the code, fix the problem, test and repeat to find out if it had
worked. The children are becoming more confident using the Purple Mash programme and excited to
create their own games using this software.
The first KS1 celebration assembly has already taken place for this year. Thank you to our chosen
superstars and the parents/carers who attended. Please could you encourage your children to
demonstrate the School Values and always aim to try their best, so that they can also be selected for
the next Star of The Week. We look forward to seeing you all and celebrating your child’s success at
some point in the year.

Year 3
Year 3 are continuing to enjoy reading ‘The Wind in The Willows’ as a basis for our writing under the
theme 'Belonging'. It has inspired many fantastic Learning Logs and posters about The Thames. It has
helped us look at Haiku and descriptive poems about the river and this week we have looked at speech
punctuation by writing a dialogue between Mole and Rat!

In Maths, we have been learning about perimeter and interpreting pictograms and bar charts. We have
found adding up single digits accurately a challenge, so we will be doing more practice of this at school
and at home over the coming weeks. You may like to use Mathletics or these other websites to
support the children’s learning, or alternatively use flash cards and/or materials at home eg marbles,
counters, conkers etc...
http://sheppardsoftware.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
In Science, we have been continuing to look at the types and functions of skeletons and enjoyed
learning about some new names of bones this week – excellent if you are intending to dress up as a
skeleton this Halloween!

We have started learning Spanish with Miss Shafi and are enjoying learning to count to 20 and how to
greet each other.
Thank you to parents/carers for attending parents’ evening for Great White Sharks. Mrs Richards is
looking forward to meeting you over the next fortnight. Please refer to the recent email.
We will be sending our trip letter out regarding our visit on the 24th October, inviting the children to
visit ‘The River and Rowing Museum’ in Henley. This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about
‘The River’ within our local area and community and understand its inspiration for The Wind in The
Willows.

Year 4
We have had a great start to the new school year and we would like to thank all children for
transitioning so well. We look forward to a wonderful year of learning and succeeding and already feel
a sense of belonging.
We have been continuing reading our story “The Wind and the Willows”. The children have been
enjoying meeting new characters such as Mole, Ratty, Toad and the old Badger. This week, the children
have been focusing on language tools to describe the eerie Wild Woods. We have reviewed and
discussed terms such as prepositions, similes and alliteration. We also have enjoyed learning new
vocabulary and even watching the 1983 version of the film.

Spellings, grammar and punctuation homework is now timetabled every Wednesday in the school
week. This week, the children are learning all about pronouns. Last week, they worked hard to use
coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. Can they share with you the acronyms taught as an aid
to help remember them?

In Maths, Year 4 have been learning all about place value. They have been consolidating their
knowledge of place value and understanding that each place value column is ten times greater than
the column before (when multiplying). Times tables remains a focus and the children have been asked
to focus on a particular times tables to learn each week. In addition, they have started to consolidate
how to add and subtract using the column method – the formal written method. Year 4 are now busy
learning all about inverse facts when adding and subtracting. The Maths word of the week is INVERSE!
Keep up the good work everyone. Look out for your Mathletics logins as well as Rock Stars times tables
challenges.

In History, we have been learning about the Romans and their
invasion of Britain. The children have been examining the spread
of the Roman Empire using maps, as well as the life of Roman
soldiers in ancient times. The children have enjoyed learning about
the equipment and weaponry the soldiers used in battle. Discuss
with your children the Roman vocabulary for special swords and
shields!

Year 5
Year 5 are now settled in their new classes and getting use to the new routines and expectations,
furthermore, they still really enjoying the different areas of learning and exploring our topic of
“Belonging”.
In Maths, children have been looking at thousandths, counting in steps of 10s 100s, 1000s and Roman
numerals. In the next couple of weeks, children will be looking at addition and subtraction, geometry,
and perimeter and area.
In English we have continued our study of ‘Tom’s Midnight Garden’ by Phillipa Pearce. We have been
exploring the text further, looking at scene descriptions and writing our own letters from the
perspective of Tom. During this time, we have also tightened the students’ understanding of inference
further, while developing their language choices.
Vicious Vikings is the History topic that Year 5 pupils are currently studying. They are thoroughly
enjoying finding out where they came from, where they invaded and designing their own long boats.
In Earth and Space, children have been looking at the different planets and the order they go in,
different facts about the planets and theories that were devised about the planets. (For example, do
the plants orbit around the Sun or Earth?) They were also able to formulate different questions to
assist their investigation further.
Finally, last week, we were visited by members of The Royal Warrant. They are from numerous
different backgrounds and professions; they talked to the children about their profession and
definitely sparked interests in different fields. This event saw 36 representatives from all areas of work.
It began with a ‘What’s my line?’ assembly where we had to guess what our visitors did for a living. We
then got the chance to speak to the visitors and hear about what skills etc. are required to do their job.
It definitely made all the children think about future careers.

Year 6
What a busy term already! Our weekly timetable and routines are now fully underway, following the 11+ and
various baseline assessments at the start. For this reason, we will continue normal lessons next week when the
rest of the school undergoes Assessment Week.
Some children are coping really well to meet homework deadlines and expectations; others are forgetting to
keep their homework folder and diary in their school bag every day, together with their reading book and
reading record book. Please can we remind you that your child should be reading with an adult at least three
times a week. We check reading records every Friday. However, most children are doing well to remember and
practise for weekly tables and spelling tests on a Monday. The yellow book that comes home with your child’s
spelling lists should be highlighted with any words that have been misspelled in the previous week’s test, so that
you can see any that need further practice. “Target Table” pupils should focus on practising one table at a time –
both multiplication and division facts. Those pupils who are on all the tables are aiming to beat their personal
target each week which is based on their previous week’s test score.
Thank you for your support with Learning Log tasks. We have shared some wonderful examples in class - not
least the grandfather clocks models and scrumptious cakes! There has also been an excellent variety of letters to
authors, poems and other writing tasks. We have enjoyed looking at the family portraits too. Learning Logs are
shared in class every Friday morning. For those children who are currently preparing for the music concert with
Mrs Martin (see further details below), there might not be the chance to share Learning Logs at length for now.
However, we will certainly do so in the future and examples of work are put on display in the classroom.
Our focus in Maths has been on reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers up to 10 million and
determining the value of different digits. Next we will be performing mental calculations, including mixed
number operations and applying the correct order. Following this, we will work on common factors, common
multiples and prime numbers, plus other special numbers. Mathletics homework tasks are set weekly, from
Friday to Friday, and usually link with the work covered in class. Children are expected to spend between 45
minutes to an hour on the Mathletics tasks and have been asked to feedback to us if they find activities too
challenging or too easy. Once tasks are completed, class teachers can monitor the results and see any
misconceptions. We plan to start using Times Table Rock Stars weekly once the log-in system is updated across
the School.
In English, we have introduced the classic text Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce and held an interesting
discussion about the different front cover illustrations that have been used since its publication in 1958 and
what we can infer from them about the story. We are currently studying the opening chapter and looking at
how the author introduces the characters and setting, including which grammatical devices have been used such
as prepositional phrases, adverbial phrases and expanded noun phrases. Furthermore, last Thursday, together
with the rest of the School, we enjoyed celebrating National Poetry Day in a KS2 assembly. We also took the
opportunity to share some of our favourite poems in class beforehand.
In Science, we have been learning about the different components of blood. This has included making a “blood
smoothie” with raspberries for red blood cells, marshmallows for white blood cells, sugar strands for platelets
and pineapple juice for plasma. Children have worked in pairs to research and produce a factual poster to share
information with others. These will go on display and also be used in class presentations. Next we will learn
more about the heart and its functions as part of the body’s circulatory system.

Year 6
Other news: A group of twenty five Year 6 pupils have been selected to perform at a highly prestigious music
event at The Draper’s Hall in London on the 15th October. They will perform African drumming and singing
under the supervision of our music teacher, Mrs Martin, as well as Ms Taylor, Mrs Perry and Miss Ball. Although
it was a very difficult decision, the panel of teachers, senior leadership and music specialists thought carefully
when choosing the pupils to represent The Downley School on this occasion. Please be advised there will be
more music events in the future that will give all children the opportunity to perform in public.
As you will have seen from the school calendar (in the newsletter and on the website), another exciting occasion
for all Year 6 pupils to look forward to this term will be visiting Hughenden Manor on Monday, 11th November
for a themed day run by the Manor called ‘Victorian Christmas’. The children will learn about the Victorians in
context at Hughenden Manor and take part in a range of hands-on activities to compare how the rich and poor
lived, including how they would celebrate Christmas. This will really complement learning based on Tom’s
Midnight Garden with its theme of travelling back in time. It will also provide the stimulus for plenty of follow up
work on our return to school and is a “Marvellous Middle” to our work based on the whole school theme of
“Belonging”. Look out for the separate letter which will be coming home with more details. Please also start
planning a Victorian costume – it can be as simple or as elaborate as you wish!
Another letter which will be coming home soon will be on the subject of our residential visit to The Frontier
Centre in Northamptonshire which will take place next June. The letter will give more details about an
information evening for parents and children on Thursday, 14th November at 6pm in the hall. Again, this date
has featured on the calendar and we hope you can attend to hear more about this exciting opportunity.
Finally, next Thursday, 10th October, we look forward to hosting presentations for Head Girl and Boy (and their
Deputies) in Year 6, in order to vote for the shortlist of candidates who will present to the School next Monday,
14th October. Once the elections have been held and these positions filled, all other prefect and leadership
roles can be allocated. Every Year 6 pupil will have at least one position of responsibility.
As you can tell, school life is extremely busy already and the children are mostly coping well with all the
challenges. Thank you for your continued support with everything at home.
The Year 6 Team

Family Worker

Helping Hands -Facilitated by Wycombe Women’s Aid
We are very grateful to Wycombe Women’s Aid for agreeing to run a Helping Hands programme in the Summer
Term. We have space for a group with a minimum of five children.
Helping Hands is a seven-week programme for primary school aged children who have witnessed/experienced
domestic violence and are now living in safe, settled accommodation away from the perpetrator.
How the Programme Helps Children









Develops levels of self-esteem and confidence
Enables to explore and express feelings
Informs of the rights to feel safe at all times
Increases ability in safety planning
Encourages asking for support when needed
Empowers to identify own personal support network
Explores how choice of behaviour can affect the feelings of others
Identifies ways to manage conflict

If you believe your child/children could benefit from a place in the group, then please contact me in strictest
confidence. Places are limited and will be offered on a first come, first served basis and if you do not meet the
criteria, you will be signposted to other services that may offer you support.
If you feel you would like to contact Wycombe Women’s Aid, their contact details are:
General Enquiries: 01494 461367 www.wycombewomensaid.org.uk
RU Safe
Last week Holly from Barnardos RU Safe completed some online safety workshops with Year Five and Six. It was
very informative and I hope the children took away a better understanding of how to keep safe online.
Barnardos provided the children with a ‘Changing your privacy settings’ sheet to take home and I hope all of the
children have been checking the apps they use and updating them if necessary.
Please see the link below with the guide which can be found on the year 5 & 6 blog area under letters. It may be
helpful to parents and wider family of all of the children in school.

https://www.downley.bucks.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters&pid=391
Wendy Carr
Family Worker

Stars of the Week
KS2 Celebration Assembly Friday 27 th September – Stars of the Week
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhino
Giant Pandas
Polar Bears

Ryan, Daniella
Leon, Helen
Theo, Daisy
Evie, Lucas
Amy, John
Zakariya, Enya

Golden Ticket Winners
Our golden ticket winner on Friday 27th September was Ethan 2019 - Year 4

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
We are proud to say that our whole school attendance for
the last academic year was 96.5%.
Our Current attendance percentage is 97.71%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 16th September 2019
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
97%
94.33%
100%
97%
99.66%
98.97%
100%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
95.67%
98.67%
97.24%
100%
99%
97.14%
98.57%

Well done to Gorillas, Amazon River Dolphin & Hippos for your 100% Attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 23rd September 2019
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
98.33%
93.67%
95.21%
97.24%
100%
100%
97.60%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
96%
97.67%
95.52%
98.67%
99%
98.93%
96.06%

Well done to Ring Tailed Lemurs & Spider Monkeys for your 100% Attendance

School Office
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that all notes regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early
are handed into the School Office. We will then pass your message onto the teacher. Thank you.
Reporting an Absence
If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School Office via the
absence line every day of your child’s absence.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been free of
sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire County Council’s
policy.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours,
excluding sickness, which is reported via the absence line. Hospital/medical appointments need to be
recorded on a Leave of Absence form and evidence of your child’s appointment.
The School does not encourage holidays during term time and will definitely not authorise holidays during
examination periods. Where possible, please complete and return a “Leave of Absence form” to the School Office
for authorisation at least one month before leave is required.

Playground before and after school
There should be no running or football on the playground before or after school. Cycling and scooting
on school grounds is not permitted. Any bikes and scooters need to be walked from the school gate to
the bike shed. No children should be playing on the School’s outdoor equipment; children should not be
on the steps up to the field or on the climbing frame.
Drinks & Snacks
We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name.
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative. Please ensure that your child has
a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut and kiwi free.
Uniform
A reminder to all that we change from our Spring/Summer uniform to our Autumn/Winter uniform after the
October half term break. Please note that uniform is no longer gender specific.
In line with school policy, pupils are not permitted to wear make-up, have extreme haircuts or wear earrings
whilst at school.
If your child is seen wearing earrings, they will be asked to remove them and they will be put in an envelope until
home time.

The Downley School Diary - 2019/2020
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note two other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

October 2019
Tuesday 15th October
Wednesday 16th October
Thursday 17th October
Friday 18th October
Thursday 24th October
Monday 28th October - Friday 1st
October
November 2019
Tuesday 5th November
Monday 11th November
Monday 11th November
Wednesday 13th November
Saturday 16th November
Monday 18th November
Wednesday 27th November
Saturday 30th November
December 2019
Tuesday 10th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12th December
Friday 13th December
Monday 16th December
Tuesday 17th December
Tuesday 17th December
Wednesday 18th December
January 2020
Friday 20th December – Friday 3rd
January
Monday 6th January
Tuesday 7th January
Tuesday 14th January

Open Morning – New Reception Intake
Year 1 Harvest Assembly
Individual School Photos
PA Second Hand Uniform Sale
Y3 Trip – Henley River & Rowing Museum
Half Term

9.00-10.30
2.15

Open Morning – New Reception Intake
Remembrance Assembly
Year 6 – Hughenden Trip **
PA – Annual General Meeting
PA – Family Photo Session
Flu Vaccination
Y4 Trip – Henley River & Rowing Museum
PA – Christmas Fayre

9.00-10.30

Reception Christmas Production**
KS1 Christmas Production**
KS1 Christmas Production**
Christmas Jumper Day – Save the Children
KS2 Christmas Production**
KS2 Christmas Production**
PA Panto Trip – The Swan
Christmas Carol Concert **

TBC
AM - TBC
PM - TBC

3.00 – 4.00

8.00PM – 9.00PM

9.00 – 5.00

11.00 – 2.00

6.00 – 7.30 PM
9.30 – 11.00 AM
5.30
3.00

End of Term – Christmas Break
Inset Day
Return to school – Start of Term
Open Morning – New Reception Intake

9.00-10.30

Message from the PA
As you are aware, the Parents’ Association are running a "Chuck Your Coins" competition. One class has
already filled their milk bottles, so please keep sending in your loose change. All funds raised will be used for
projects in school and the winning class will be awarded an extra mufti-day. Thanks for your ongoing support.

