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Head Teacher’s Comment
I could not wish for a more positive start to an academic year. This half term has flown by and, as usual for The Downley School, it
has been jam packed with learning events.
I am very proud to welcome our new Head and Deputy boys and girls. I am sure we are going to work together to make the
School the best that it can be.
Please see our reports on the visit to Drapers’ Hall. What a fabulous event for the children and an honour to have been invited. I
would like to express how proud I was of each and every one of them and a big thank you to all of the staff that took the time to
make this happen.
Our new Yurt will be fitted during the half term break (weather permitting). Please beware of excited children (and staff)!
The children have been preparing a naming event for the sheep. This is completely being run by the children who rejected my
suggestions of Baaa-bra and Ewena.
Well done to the boys’ football teams. What a great start to the season. It will be the girls’ turn next.
We are setting up a Big Quiz club. If we have any mathematicians who would like to come and compete against them, please let
us know. We would like to pitch the team against as many opponents as possible to prepare them for the Quiz rounds against
other schools.
Please remember the children all need to have wellies and waterproof clothing for their learning outside the classroom. I have
seen some great lessons this half term and happy faces.
We are changing the start of day arrangements after half term and wanted you to know in order to support the children. After
the break, parents/carers will leave the children at the school gate. This is because we will no longer be taking part in Wake and
Shake. The children will come in and line up with their class teacher who will complete the Golden Mile with them. This decision
has not been made lightly and is based on feedback from a range of sources. The children asked if they could have it in the
morning and some children did not participate in Wake and Shake. We are aiming to raise the fitness of the children as well as
having an invigorating start to the day. What a fabulous way to begin by walking through our own meadow and taking in the
magnificent views we have. Children will be able to jog or walk. Suitable footwear will be required and changed when they enter
their classrooms. Wellies or trainers are appropriate. We have made the decision for parents/carers to leave at the gate to ensure
children are kept together and safe and we are able to monitor who is present. It is not a plan to distance you from school, far
from it.
Mrs Carr will still be on the gate to report any concerns etc you may have, and she will follow up on your behalf. As always, we
will monitor the changes with the children who are at the centre of this decision.
Finally, I must talk about the recent break-ins. We are so sad that this has happened and do not understand why people feel it
appropriate or necessary to do this to children.

Head Teacher’s Comment Continued...
I need to make you aware that there was a GDPR breach. They have removed our recording system for the CCTV. This contains recordings
taken from all of the cameras around the school. The images are taken from a distance and are not of good quality and do not focus on
any individuals. We are unable to say who, what, where or when these were recorded, but we do not believe that it was removed for any
other purpose than to cover-up their own dishonesty. If you see a computer-like box discarded in the local area, please let us know.
Nonetheless, I wish you all a safe and happy half-term break and thank you for your on-going support which is much appreciated.

Values
As part of our Values Based Education initiative, during the month of October we shall
be studying the value of Equality. Equality is a simple concept, but also has the potential
for deep understanding. As we explore it with the children, we will discuss respect and
fairness, diversity in our society and the implications of prejudice and discrimination.
On the topic of Equality, we have also been exploring key facts about Black History
Month. Black History Month is a time set aside each year to celebrate the achievements
of black men and women in the past and today. Our assembly retelling ‘Grace’s story
on the Empire Windrush’ this month helped to reinforce this. Black History Month takes
place annually in October in the UK and in February in America. The theme for 2019 is
‘Black Migrations’ and different events are planned to take place throughout the
month. The children have been enjoying learning about important historical figures in
our assemblies and discussions.
We have also completed our voting for the School Values Council. Congratulations to
those children who were chosen by their classes to be on the council this academic
year. We are looking forward to a wonderful year of promoting our Values and planning
activities within our school!

Best wishes
Miss Ball
Values Leader

Reception
The children in Foundation have been learning about families and patterns over the last two weeks.
They have started to share the family box and discussed what they like. They have been finding
patterns in the school environment as well as in ‘The Dell’. The children had great fun looking for
patterns on twigs and autumn leaves, as well as making their own patterns with things they found. The
children were also able to describe their patterns.
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The children have been having fun in the outdoor space. They have been building tracks for the cars
with ramps and introducing rules to their play.

Our School Values are very important to us and many of the children have been showing them
throughout the school day. Mojo, our School Values mascot, is enjoying his weekly visits home with
children from the Bengal Tigers and the Snow Leopards. Mojo is looking forward to visiting more
homes over the coming year.

Year 1
We have been so busy in Year One this week! The children have been practising hard for their Harvest Festival
and we’re sure you’ll agree that their hard work and determination paid off, having now seen their spectacular
performance. We are so proud of how the children rose to the challenge of standing in front of so many people
and putting on such a spectacular show. We hope you enjoyed the delicious vegetable soup that the children
prepared for you. The children tasted it prior to the show to ensure that it was up to standard and most were
impressed by the flavour!
In Maths, we have been practising addition skills and learning to read and interpret number sentences using +
and =. We have used beads, cubes, numicon shapes, fingers, stickers and, of course, our brains to add 2
numbers together. We have been continually practising counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10 and counting in 1s to
100. Next week we will be looking at subtraction and the relationship between addition and subtraction.
In our English lessons, we have been creating timelines of our lives from when we were babies to now, focusing
on sequencing these events using time connectives (first, next, then and now). The children have loved dressing
up as grandparents and speaking to each other about their special memories like the characters in Wilfrid
Gordon MacDonald Partridge. Inspired by Maisy’s Scrapbook, the children have drawn a picture of a special
relative and written about them focusing on the connective “and”. Next week our focus will be on Grandparents
and other special family members. We will also be looking at what makes a good friend.
We are looking forward to our class “Ladder Party” next Friday and can’t wait to celebrate such a successful first
term of Year One – further details to follow.

Year 2
The old classic, 101 Dalmatians has proved to be very popular in Year 2! Last week, the children analysed a bold
character from the story, thinking carefully about her appearance, personality traits and justifying why they
thought she is a villain. This led into some amazing character descriptions encompassing adjectives, similes and
conjunctions for further effect.

The children have developed their team working skills by working groups to discuss a photograph focusing on
visual literacy and answering a range of questions focusing on comprehension and inference. Why not ask your
child about the picture they interpreted?

During assembly last week, the children were taken back in time to the
Windrush era, where our special guest from Bigfoot Education brought
energy, enthusiasm and entertainment in abundance. Back in the classroom,
the children continued to learn about Black History. They focused on women
who have made significant achievements in Black British History. The children
created some amazing portraits using charcoal.

Enhancing their collage skills, the children have used a variety of tissue paper and craft materials to depict the
scene of The Great Fire of London from 1666. They look very effective showing the scale of the fire and its
intensity.

Year 3
Year 3 pupils have successfully completed some Reading and Maths
assessments. We were very pleased with their positive attitude
and their determination to try their best. In English, they have
written descriptive river poems which have been beautifully copied
into their project books. They have also been developing recount
skills in Writing and are looking forward to the school trip next
week to the ‘River and Rowing Museum’ which will be followed up
by writing a detailed account of the day.
Our topic web for the autumn term can be found here
https://www.downley.bucks.sch.uk/page/?title=Topic+Webs&pid=323
In Maths, the children have been learning to present data with bar charts and pictograms. They have
learnt some strategies to help them interpret the information and answer some tricky questions. This
week we have been practising mental calculation skills by adding one digit to 3 digit numbers. Please
see the Y3 blog for lots of year group information, including the maths overview for each term.
https://www.downley.bucks.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+Group+Information&pid=325

In History, we have been learning about the Stone Age
settlement at Skara Brae on the Orkney Islands! The
children watched a video clip and then presented
some interesting facts with amazing pictures.

In PE, the children have been improving their throwing and catching skills and creating their own group
games.
Please note that all children should have their logins for Mathletics and Times Table Rockstars and
should be regularly accessing this, particularly to improve their times tables and number bond facts.

Year 4
The children have continued to work hard this term and we are very proud of everything they have
achieved thus far. Last week, the children completed assessments in Reading, Maths and Grammar.
We have been continuing to read our story “The Wind and the Willows”. This week, the children have
been analysing and writing texts using speech. The children have been focusing on punctuation rules
for writing speech, and have enjoyed reading as the characters in the story. This also links to our
Spelling and Grammar homework set for this week. Please ensure your children are practising their set
spelling words and dictation, as well as the National Curriculum Year 3/4 Spelling list.
In Science, we have continued with our topic of ‘Electricity’. The children have been exploring and
experimenting with different conductors and insulators of electricity. We have also been learning
about the importance of a switch within a circuit. The children were able to create their own switches
using cardboard, a paper clip and split pins. Following this, they included the switch in their circuits so
they could see first-hand how the switch functioned within a circuit.
In History, we have been learning about Boudicca and her fight against the
Romans. We have been discussing how Boudicca is a heroine because she
achieved a lot and fought for her country, for her people and for herself.
Although she lost the final battle, she never let the Romans conquer her. In
recent sessions, we have also looked at the expansion of the Roman Empire
and in particular their invasion of Britain. We looked at Hadrian’s Wall and
how this played an important role within the Roman Empire. The children
identified where in the United Kingdom the Wall was built and how it
impacted on the towns and villages that it ran through. The children learnt
that the Wall served a far greater purpose then just protecting the Roman
lands from the Picts.
We have recently announced to our year group that we will performing a Christmas Production in
December. As part of our ‘Belonging’ theme, we will be performing “Children of the World”.

This musical features speaking roles for all children involved and it is about different festive customs
around the world. The story entails that each year, Gabriel and the angels celebrate the birth of Jesus
by bringing children from around the world to visit the manger. Travelling from as far afield as China,
Malawi, Poland and Australia, each group is finally brought to the stable where they tell of their special
Christmas customs, singing songs and presenting gifts.
We will be assigning roles for this production soon and we ask that children with larger roles please
learn their lines over the October half-term break. All children will be featured in this show and we are
looking forward to working with your children and learning about new customs from across the world!

Year 5
What an exciting few weeks it has been for year 5! We are now well into our quality text of the term –
Tom’s Midnight Garden – which the children are thoroughly enjoying. Children have been focusing on
finding evidence in the story to support their opinions, thoughts and inferences. Whilst reading
chapters in the book, children have been supporting their learning with the use of drama, as they have
been creating freeze frames of key moments in the plot and also hot seating characters such as Tom
and Hatty. They particularly enjoyed sharing these with each other! We have also been practising our
speaking skills by debating key issues in the book, which link in well to TDS values – for example,
equality, respect and kindness. We continue our learning of the Year 5 grammar and punctuation, by
understanding and using relative clauses and modal verbs.
In Maths, we have moved onto looking at addition and subtraction. We first considered methods to
answer equations mentally and then moved onto consolidating formal written methods. We have also
been working on answering worded problems, especially the two step problems, which can be trickier.
To do this, children have been taught and are following the RUCSAC approach: read, understand,
choose, solve, answer and check. We will be moving onto geometry and angles in the coming week.
In Science, we continue our thrilling topic of Earth and Space. We have been learning about the two
different theories to do with our solar system – Geocentric and Heliocentric – for which children
considered and evaluated evidence. Night and Day has also been a key topic over the last week, as
children have been learning about time zones and how it can be night in one place on Earth and, at the
same time, be day in another.
Tom’s Midnight Garden has led to some fulfilling outdoor learning opportunities. Children visited the
Fallen Tree area, to inspire creativity for their own magical garden setting. We then used these
descriptions to create oil pastel drawings of their gardens. Following on from our oil pastel drawings,
we looked at work by French artist Henri Matisse and explored how he created his work using a range
of paint types and techniques. Children created their own Matisse inspired pieces of art work, based
on the garden from Tom’s Midnight Garden. They first had to find and select quotations that describe
the garden, then used them to sketch and finally paint their art work.

Year 6
As ‘Democracy’ is a huge part of learning about British Values in the curriculum, we try our utmost to make this
relevant in The Downley School. Democracy allows each child to have a voice and shape the future of our
School. Our annual Head Boy and Head Girl presentations and elections therefore took place on Monday, 14th
October. We want to say a HUGE well done to all the children who presented in front of Key Stage 2 classes with
great enthusiasm and confidence. Well done to those brave candidates who put themselves forward. All of
them would be worthy leaders, but there could only be one Head Boy and Girl elected, plus their Deputies.
Congratulations to the following pupils:
John and Allina – Head Boy and Head Girl
Rishika and Luke – Deputy Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy
Now that this important decision has been made, we will be able to allocate all the other Year 6 responsibilities
before half term. Those pupils who applied to be Tour Ambassadors had the opportunity for a trial run this week
as they escorted visitors during our Opening Morning on Tuesday. Feedback received about them was extremely
positive indeed.
Other major news: On Tuesday, 15th October, twenty four Year 6 pupils had the opportunity of a lifetime to
attend an important educational event at The Drapers’ Hall in London. The occasion was attended by more than
four hundred guests and dignitaries from different public spheres which included some of the recent visitors to
School from The Royal Warrant Holders’ Association.
https://www.inspiringthefuture.org/the-royal-warrant-holders-association/
The selected pupils were invited to perform music on African drums and ukuleles at the event. Intensive
rehearsals had taken place on Friday mornings beforehand with Mrs Martin and Miss Ball. Thank you to them.
The children definitely rose to the occasion on the evening. They were reported to be an absolute credit to our
School in both their exemplary behaviour and wonderful performance.
On arrival, the staff and children had been escorted around the beautiful hall to view the amazing artworks and
décor. After playing their first set of music for the entertainment of the audience, they dined on a steady flow of
canapes, including mini fish and chip cones, tiny burgers and other tasty delicacies. This unforgettable evening
ended with a final piece of music from our pupils and significant praise from many of the guests present. We are
very proud of them indeed!
Do take a look at The Drapers’ Hall website to see what a magnificent setting the children found themselves in:
https://www.thedrapers.co.uk/Banqueting.aspx
“Located in the heart of the City of London, Drapers’ Hall provides a majestic setting for any event. On the site of the
present Drapers’ Hall, once part of the Augustinian Priory, Thomas Cromwell built his palace in the 1530s. After his
execution, the property was purchased by the Guild of Drapers in 1543 from Henry VIII.
Drapers’ Hall boasts magnificent interiors creating a stunning backdrop to every occasion. While steeped in history,
the Hall is recognisable from films & TV programmes such as The King’s Speech, The Apprentice and The Great British
Menu. Our exquisite in-house catering, and the service provided by our experienced and dedicated team, will ensure
that your event is perfect in every way.”

The children who attended have been asked to write a blog post as a Learning Log homework to relive this
exciting event and share their memorable experiences with the rest of the School. We will be publishing these
reports on our Year 6 Blogs section on the website, so please take a look. Meanwhile, we include here photos to
give you an idea of the grandeur of the setting and the importance of the occasion.
Quotes from the children:
‘I think my favourite part was when we got to Drapers’ Hall and we were given a tour by some of the staff.’ –
Luke
‘I really liked the designs on the wall.’ – Rishika
‘I enjoyed walking into the hall with our African drums in two groups.’ – Aanya

Year 6 Continued …
‘I really liked the designs on the wall.’ – Rishika
‘I enjoyed walking into the hall with our African drums in two groups.’ – Aanya
‘The food was amazing.’ – Jocelyn
‘I liked it when we performed our Grand Finale at the end.’ – Jack D
‘The artwork on the walls was really nice.’ – Seth
Thank you very much for your tremendous support with homework. We have seen some impressive examples
recently – especially Learning Logs tasks. More children are remembering to keep their homework folder and
diary in their school bag every day, together with a reading book and reading record book. Please can we remind
you that your child should be reading with an adult at home at least three times a week. We check reading
records every Friday. Have you seen that on the Year 6 page on the school website, we have posted a link to a
list of recommended reads for the age group? There are some wonderful suggestions which might be perfect for
a Christmas wish list:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2age-10-11/
The Home Page on this link also gives excellent examples of questions and activities that you can use when
reading together.
Most children are now doing well to remember and practise for tables and spelling tests on a Monday. Log-ins
for Times Tables Rock Stars have been given out recently and this is an additional homework expectation please.
The Polar Bears and The Giant Pandas are locked in weekly battle, head to head!
In other curriculum news, our focus in Maths has been on common factors, common multiples and prime
numbers. The children have also had to tackle some tricky reasoning problems to apply their knowledge and
skills. We have been told that accessing Mathletics homework tasks (which are set weekly from Friday to Friday)
has been problematic for some children, so we will investigate this and try to resolve the issue.
Work based on Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce is well underway and we are really gripped by this
classic mystery story. The children were fascinated to read the following article which gives information about
the real house in Cambridgeshire where it is set and where the author, Philippa Pearce, spent her childhood:
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2644779/Country-house-inspired-Philippa-Pearces-Toms-MidnightGarden-goes-market-3-5million.html
All of us decided that we would like to buy this house, or at least make a visit there! We have written diary
accounts to recap the opening chapter of the story with a SPAG focus on the use of as prepositional phrases,
adverbial phrases and expanded noun phrases. Next we will look at description of setting to include relative
clauses and figurative language, including personification. This will lead to an art activity painting in the style of
artist Claude Monet to depict the magical garden.
We have also had tremendous fun in Science this week. The children worked in groups to present to the rest of
the class about the different components of blood. They shared their recent research and posters, acting out
presentations to explain and share their information. There were some lovely moves from some to show the
movement of red and white blood cells, platelets and plasma! The children did so well that both classes shared
with each other. Next we will move on to learning more about the heart and its functions in the circulation
system. The blood components posters are now on display in the corridor outside our classrooms – just in time
for Halloween.

Year 6 Continued …
Thank you to those who have already returned letters about the Hughenden Manor visit on Monday, 11th
November for the ‘Victorian Christmas’ event. The children will learn about the Victorians in context at
Hughenden Manor and take part in a range of hands-on activities to compare how the rich and poor lived,
including how they would celebrate Christmas. This will really complement our learning based on Tom’s
Midnight Garden with its theme of travelling back in time. It will also provide the stimulus for plenty of follow up
work on our return to School and is a “Marvellous Middle” to our work based on the whole school theme of
“Belonging”. We hope that you have started thinking about a Victorian costume – it can be as simple or as
elaborate as you wish!
As you will gather, school life continues to be extremely busy and the children are coping well with all the
challenges. Thank you for your continued support with everything at home.
The Year 6 Team

Drapers’ Hall School Trip By Grace Marshall, Year 6
Hello reader,
I was so delighted to be picked as one of the students to attend Drapers’ Hall on Tuesday, 14th
October. We went in the afternoon and we were greeted by very friendly people. When we had
finished the tour of the wonderful building, we went off to practise in the main hall (it was very
beautiful in there).
All of us were served by waiters handing out food such as: mini burgers, fish and chips and chips with
asparagus to eat for dinner. Even though it didn’t fill us up, we still played very well. There were many
guests in education and business coming to watch us and some were from miles away!
I am really glad that I went to Drapers’ Hall because it was a wonderful experience and everyone was
very kind. I am very thankful to the Royal Warrant Holders and Ms Taylor for making this possible.

Drapers’ Hall Blog by John, Year 6
A few people (24 pupils) from The Downley School went on a trip after school to Drapers’ Hall in
London. We played African drums to some extremely important people who work in education.
We left school at about 3.30 PM on a coach. We eventually got there at about 4.45 PM and we arrived
just outside Drapers’ Hall, so we only had to walk for about 30 seconds.
Before we performed, we were given mini burgers and small cones of fish and chips. We then had a
music practice before the real thing. We performed, but we were only playing for about 3-4 minutes.
After we had played, we went into a splendid room where the Queen had once stood! We chatted
quietly for about 20 minutes while there were speeches going on.
Then it was time for the finale, where we went through a secret passage and out onto the stage. From
there, we performed an African song. We had ukulele players, three drummers and a lot of singers. We
stood in a semi-circle and the drummers stood in the middle with the ukulele players at the back and
the singers in front. After that, it was sadly time to go home.
We arrived back at exactly 9.15pm and I think everyone agreed that we’d had a great time!

Dear Parents and Carers,
We are the new Heads and Deputies of The Downley School, 2019-2020. Our
names are John and Alina, who are the Heads, and Rishika and Luke, who are the
Deputies. This is our first Heads’/Deputies’ blog. We will ensure that your children
will have a great year at The Downley School. Our current value this month is
Equality.
Exciting news to start …. Our Year 6 boys’ football team participated in a mini
tournament. They did very well and won every game without conceding any
goals. Yesterday, the 24th October, the boys won 4-0 against Stokenchurch in a
cup game. Next half term, the girls will also have the opportunity to represent our
school in a football tournament.
Other news to report … Last week, twenty-four Year 6 children went to London to
perform African drumming in the Drapers’ Hall and everyone enjoyed it
thoroughly. Please make sure you read the blog about this.
Finally, this week in Year 6 we found out all our different leadership roles and
responsibilities and we shall get our badges to start the new term.
Thank you for reading our first blog. Next time we will also include our latest
photos once the school photographer has visited.

Written by the Head and Deputy Boys and Girls of The Downley School

School Office
Class Notes
Please can you ensure that all notes regarding absence, late arrival or your child leaving School early
are handed into the School Office. We will then pass your message on to the teacher. Thank you.
Reporting an Absence
If your child is absent from School, please ensure you report the absence to the School Office via the
absence line every day of your child’s absence.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been free of
sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire County Council’s
policy.
Leave of Absence Applications
‘Leave of Absence’ application forms need to be completed for all absences during school hours,
excluding sickness, which is reported via the absence line. Hospital/medical appointments need to be
recorded on a Leave of Absence form and evidence of your child’s appointment.
The School does not encourage holidays during term time and will definitely not authorise holidays during
examination periods. Where possible, please complete and return a “Leave of Absence” form to the School Office
for authorisation at least one month before leave is required.

Playground before and after school
There should be no running or football on the playground before or after school. Cycling and scooting
on school grounds is not permitted. Any bikes and scooters need to be walked from the school gate to
the bike shed. No children should be playing on the School’s outdoor equipment; children should not be
on the steps up to the field or on the climbing frame.
Drinks & Snacks
We do encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a bottle of water; squash is NOT permitted. Water
bottles should be “see-through” with a sports top (to avoid spillages) and labelled clearly with your child’s name.
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy snack. Key Stage 1
children are provided with fruit from School as per the government initiative. Please ensure that your child has
a relevant healthy snack at break-time that is nut and kiwi free.
Uniform
A reminder to all that we change from our Spring/Summer uniform to our Autumn/Winter uniform after the
October half term break. Please note that uniform is no longer gender specific.
In line with school policy, pupils are not permitted to wear make-up, have extreme haircuts or wear earrings
whilst at school.
If your child is seen wearing earrings, they will be asked to remove them and they will be put in an envelope until
home time.

The Downley School Diary - 2019/2020
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note two other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.

October 2019
Monday 28th October - Friday 1st
October
November 2019
Tuesday 5th November
Monday 11th November
Monday 11th November
Wednesday 13th November
Saturday 16th November
Monday 18th November
Thursday 21st November
Wednesday 27th November
Saturday 30th November
December 2019
Tuesday 10th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12th December
Friday 13th December
Monday 16th December
Tuesday 17th December
Tuesday 17th December
Wednesday 18th December
January 2020
Friday 20th December – Friday 3rd
January
Monday 6th January
Tuesday 7th January
Tuesday 14th January

Half Term

Open Morning – New Reception Intake
Remembrance Assembly
Year 6 – Hughenden Trip **
PA – Annual General Meeting
PA – Family Photo Session
Flu Vaccination
Individual school Photos
Y4 Trip – Henley River & Rowing Museum
PA – Christmas Fayre

9.00-10.30

Reception Christmas Production**
KS1 Christmas Production**
KS1 Christmas Production**
Christmas Jumper Day – Save the Children
KS2 Christmas Production**
KS2 Christmas Production**
PA Panto Trip – The Swan
Christmas Carol Concert **

TBC
AM - TBC
PM - TBC

8.00PM – 9.00PM

9.00 – 5.00

12.00 – 3.00

6.00 – 7.30 PM
9.30 – 11.00 AM
5.30
3.00

End of Term – Christmas Break
Inset Day
Return to school – Start of Term
Open Morning – New Reception Intake

9.00-10.30

