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Head Teacher’s Comment
We have entered the dark days of winter and the weather is cold and wet. Please remember that we
undertake learning outside the classroom in all weathers. This means that the children need appropriate
clothing to support this. Mrs Day is starting a Welly Swap system at the front of school to recycle wellies and
support the environment. We will send further information.
I always enjoy looking through our newsletter and seeing not just how much we achieve but the variety of
learning opportunities. The children report that they really enjoy the trips that support our curriculum.
Thank you to the volunteers that help us make these happen and also for your contributions. We aim to
provide a broad and balanced curriculum for the children and this enables us to build on this. First-hand
experience is always the best way to make their learning ‘sticky’.
I am looking forward to the performances over the next two weeks; they always make me feel in a festive
mood. Who knows, I might even put my tree up! The sound of children singing always lifts my spirits and
makes the whole school seem magical.
Thank you to all whp attended the Christmas Fayre. It was great to see so many people supporting us. Well
done to the PA.
On a sad note, I want to make you all aware of what has been happening at school and ask for your help. We
are suffering break-ins almost every weekend now. They are causing mindless damage to the school and it is
costing us financially and in time and trust. We have those responsible on CCTV at 4 am this weekend and I
have to wonder who allows their teenage child out at this time? We have had doors ripped off, smashed
glass, windows damaged, remnants of drug taking, fires lit n covered areas, toys strewn around the
playground … the list goes on. We are trying to put extra security in place, but it all impacts on all of us. The
children are unaware of this and we would appreciate them not knowing as they look after their school and
we want them to feel safe. Can we please ask that if you know of teenagers roaming around the area at
night, or who are seen at the school, you can give us names or any details. This is not a bit of fun or a
victimless crime. In fact, they are taking away from our children directly in resources etc.

School Values
Dear Parents/Carers,
Our Value for December is ‘Self-Control’. Self-Control can be defined in many ways:
as willpower, self-discipline, regulating our behaviour and knowing right from wrong
and acting on it. However it is defined, Self-Control is about being able to regulate
yourself.
Being able to regulate ourselves is not an easy thing to do, for children or adults. We
have discussed as a school the importance of how we respond in stressful situations
and that this may change how people feel about us and how they will behave
towards us in the future. In our Values assembly, with the help of The School Values
Council, the children shared ideas on how to regulate emotions and why Self-Control
is important in our friendships and relationships.
This month, classes will be provided with strategies to maintain Self-Control. These
strategies include: stopping, breathing, thinking, talking to someone we trust and
gaining more information. Throughout the month, the children will be provided with
opportunities to test their Self-Control with activities such as Christmas Jumper Day,
Christmas productions and end of term celebrations.
It is important to remember Self-Control during this busy time of year. We are looking
forward to a festive month and appreciate your ongoing support.
With very best wishes,
Miss Ball
Values Lead

Reception
Our rehearsals for the Nativity are well underway and the children are very excited about performing
to an audience in the coming weeks. Please continue to support your child to learn their lines.
The children have been learning about baby animals through our class stories. We have explored how
they look and what they are called. The children have had great fun making animal habitats and story
maps in The Dell and in our nature area.
We were very lucky to have had Mrs Allaoua visit FS2 with her
baby. The children were able to ask questions about looking after
a baby. They then used their phonic knowledge to writing simple
sentences about a baby’s daily routine and facts about bears.
Outside the children have enjoyed following simple instructions to
make porridge in the mud kitchen.
We have had great fun playing ’Guess Who?’ this week with the children’s baby photographs. This led
the children to paint pictures of themselves as babies.
Our Maths started in the Yurt this week with a story about 1 more. The children were then able to
practise adding one more and combining amounts in our EYFS learning space.

We have enjoyed looking at and listening to the children’s learning log tasks about special celebrations.
We learn all about Thanksgiving and the Pilgrim Fathers’ Journey to America on the Mayflower from
Joshua. Anton told us about how his family celebrate birthdays.

We can’t wait to learn more about each other’s special celebrations throughout the year. Thank you
for sharing the WOWs in class too.

Year 1
What a marvellous time we had last week at the Wycombe Museum! It has really inspired our learning
about Victorian times and the children loved spending the time seeing lots of Victorian artefacts and
even getting to make their own toy.
In Maths, we are learning the days of the week and months of the year. The children have learnt a new
song about the days of the week, inspired by the Addams Family which I’m sure they would love to
sing to you at home! It has been important that they build their vocabulary around time, learning to
define concepts such as yesterday, today and tomorrow. The children went on an adventure to the
field in search of the months of the year which had been hidden around. They then went to the Yurt to
explore the months further, learning their order and discussing events that may happen in each
month, for example birthdays or holidays like Christmas.
Our English focus this week, has been inspired by the new John Lewis/Waitrose advert and our new
friend Edgar the dragon. It has been a brilliant opportunity to discuss the value of the month which has
been courage whilst also embarking on our new value of Self-Control. The short advert shows the
importance of community and how having a sense of belonging can impact your day. The children have
been focusing on using their phonics to sound out lots of new words and become much more
independent writers. It is lovely to see them use their new Phase 5 sounds when writing sentences but
what has been even more impressive is that some children are now using conjunctions (like ‘and’) to
make their sentences even more exciting.
The children have been working really hard to practise for our Christmas Show, ‘Everyone Loves a
Baby!’ which has involved lots of dancing, singing and acting. They have showed real courage in
standing up in front of not only children in their year group but their whole school whilst performing
their dress rehearsal. The confidence of many children has really grown, especially since they are so
experienced from the Harvest Festival. They should be very proud of all their hard work.

Year 2
We are looking forward to performing our Christmas Nativity next week. The children have been busy
rehearsing many festive songs and are eager for you to hear them. Thank you providing the relevant
costumes. The children are thoroughly enjoying being in role.
As we are coming towards the end of the term, we have been assessing our learning. The children have
shown pleasing progress in all areas of the curriculum which they should be proud of.
The children analysed different types of letters and discussed other forms of communication. They
then wrote letters to Cruella De Vil trying to convince her not to use the puppies for her new fur coat.
We are really pleased to see how our phonics focus has been filtering through into the children’s
writing. We are now beginning to see different suffixes and spelling rules in their independent writing.
We had a visit from Mrs Perry, our Deputy Headteacher, who was inspired by our applications of these
skills.

Continuing our learning beyond the classroom, the children have been able to go on a ‘shopping spree’
on behalf of Ms Taylor to purchase items for the upkeep of the chickens and sheep. They have worked
in groups to take on the role of shop keepers and customers, thinking carefully about exactly what
coins to use when paying.

Year 3
The children have very much enjoyed writing setting descriptions this last fortnight and are very proud
to see how their work has come on in when compared to the start of the year. We have moved on to
describing characters, and the children particularly enjoyed discussing the cheeky character Toad as we
read on in the book this week.
Many children have been working hard on their times
tables so well done children and parents for making
this a priority. Little and often is the key!
Many more children are becoming more confident
telling the time so please keep asking them the time
so they can practise.

The children
enjoyed
investigating
properties of
different
types of
rocks
recently too.

In RE, we enjoyed learning about the importance of
mosques for worship and created some 3D models,
which you can see here.

Mrs Fyfe and Mrs Richards

Year 4
In English, the children have been enjoying analysing the different features of newspaper reports. We
have been writing our own recounts of Toad’s escape from prison in “The Wind in the Willows”. The
children were inspired after their visit to the Henley River Rowing Museum. The children thoroughly
enjoyed exploring the different exhibits in the Museum, especially the “Wind and the Willows”
experience. They explored the different habitats surrounding the rivers which the characters come
from. They also learned about the diets of the animals, such as Mole, Ratty and Toad, and even had a
chance to act out an interview as the characters!

The children enjoyed a lovely walk along the bank of the River Thames as well as a selection of
activities inside the educational centre. Thank you to both Mrs Mediratta and Mrs Talbot for
accompanying us all; your help was greatly appreciated.
In Maths, the children have started to learn about perimeter. They have engaged in outdoor learning
so far this week to measure the perimeter of outside areas of the playground using trundle wheels,
arm spans and foot paces. They are beginning to build up their knowledge of formulae for calculating
the perimeter of regular and irregular shapes. Please keep reminding your children to learn their times
tables and to become proficient at recalling these.
In computing, the children have recently started a coding unit. This unit will enhance the
children’s ability to code and understand the process of coding and design. The children
will be using Purple Mash, which is an award-winning cross-curricular website that
enables children to explore and enhance their knowledge in a fun and creative way, to
complete this unit. The children all have a username and password so they are able to
access this from home.

The children are looking forward to performing in their Year 4 Christmas production, “Children of the
World”. Please note that for the Monday evening performance, the children should arrive in the main
reception area at 5:30pm. All children will wear their white school top (no tie) and school bottoms i.e.
skirt with tights or trousers. Please see your child’s class teacher if you have any questions regarding
tickets or costumes.

Year 5
Year 5 classes have had a busy start to the term and we are now well under way with our learning. We
have taken part in lots of exciting things that we want to share with you all!
Firstly, linked with the Remembrance Assembly, Year 5 produced war poems, that focused on including
highly descriptive imagery and they created poppies with wishes of courage and peace.
Some children also took part in an exciting Bike-Ability week, where they learned all about cycling a
bike safely on the road. They covered riding across T-junctions, making U-turns, passing vehicles safely
and pedal ready.
In English, we are continuing to read our quality text, Tom’s Midnight Garden. We used ideas from the
novel, in chapter 11, where Tom teaches Hatty how to make a bow and arrow and decided to have a
go at investigating how to safely make our own! This also linked into Science, as we considered air
resistance and the shape of the arrow. All children thoroughly enjoyed doing this.
We have now moved onto Properties of Materials in Science and have been learning all about thermal
conductors and insulators, by carrying out experiments.
In Maths we have been learning all about prime numbers, factors, multiplication and division.
Recently, we were lucky enough to go behind the scenes at Metro Bank and find out what it’s like to
work there. We had a look at how a machine made bank cards, where customers keep all of their
valuable items (the vault) and we had the opportunity to use the coin counting machine.
Please be aware that Year 5 and 6 are proposing to hold a joint UKS2 Victorian tea party at the end of
term as a "Fabulous Finish" to our work based on Tom's Midnight Garden. The party will take place on
Wednesday, 18th December in the hall. The children are invited to bring in party wear if they wish to
do so. All classes will also be involved in preparing food beforehand, including baking cakes and making
sandwiches. For Year 6, current Computing/DT work with a focus on spreadsheets to calculate costs
will be a part of the party planning process. We are inviting you to send in a voluntary contribution of
£1 towards the cost of food ingredients for the party. Thank you for your help in anticipation.

Year 6
Having observed the construction of our Mongolian yurt, the classes made a return visit recently to venture
inside. We were amazed by how spacious it is (a true Tardis) and we think it could easily accommodate both
classes together in future lessons when we will be learning outside the classroom. During our visit, the children
discussed how the yurt could be used and the resources we might need. The children had some excellent ideas
and wrote letters to Ms Taylor with their varied suggestions.

We have also made an equally stimulating visit to the Immersive Suite (aka The Imagination Studio) and despite
the gloomy weather outdoors, we were able to spend our time in a relaxing Summer garden, complete with
blossom and bird song. This prompted the children to think of descriptive phrases and clauses to describe the
setting. Lots of ideas were jotted down and have been used as part of our focus on figurative language – using
similes, metaphors and personification to make our fiction writing more powerful when describing a setting.
Our latest grammatical focus is on punctuation and we have held an in depth training session with all children in
the art of Kung Fu Punctuation. They really enjoyed this opportunity to be active when learning about the
gestures for the different punctuation marks. Please ask them to show you. We will be using this approach
regularly during our classwork to reinforce understanding of sentence structure. Soon we will be holding
auditions for some of the Year 6 pupils to be Kung Fu Leaders and share their skills with the younger children.
We have also learned how to play Punctuation Bingo which we will be playing in class as another way to widen
our awareness of the higher level marks such as colons, semi-colons and dashes.
Another exciting opportunity recently has been practical Science work learning about the heart as part of the
body’s circulation system. I am sure you have heard by now that the children worked in pairs to undertake a
dissection task under very careful supervision. They were able to apply their knowledge, identifying and naming
the different sections of the lamb’s heart. They also had the chance to explore the lungs and how they work. We
witnessed many budding surgeons (and butchers) during the lesson! This activity really brought to life all our
previous theory work. Thank you for sending in the wonderful Learning Logs models of the heart too, as we love
seeing and displaying them. WE have also posted them on Twitter.
In Maths, the Giant Pandas are still proving to be Times Tables Rock-stars Champions in our weekly challenges.
We are hoping that the Polar Bears will soon catch them up! In classwork, the focus recently has been on using
estimation skills to help identify likely answers when solving word problems based on the four number
operations. Following our recent assessment week, our last unit gave children the opportunity to practise
methods for long multiplication and division. Our new unit, just begun, is where we are looking at fractions:
simplifying fractions, ordering fractions and exchanging improper fractions for mixed numbers.
In French/Art work, Miss Shafi has been teaching about the Impressionist artist Claude Monet and how he
depicted his famous garden of Giverny. The children are attempting to paint in the same style and their work
will soon go on exhibition.

Year 6
In class we have also held an informative session recently delivered by a visitor from The NSPCC in conjunction
with Child Line. This workshop was a follow up to our recent KS2 assembly. Through discussion, the children
were reminded about all the ways that they can keep safe and afterwards we spent time visiting their website
which contains excellent advice on all aspects of dealing with life’s challenges: https://www.childline.org.uk/
On the subject of keeping safe, we are proposing to take the children to Hazard Alley on the 15th June for a
day’s visit. Through visiting The Safety Centre in Milton Keynes, there will be the opportunity to learn more
about personal safety, including a whole session devoted to avoiding risks when using the internet. More details
will be sent home about this after Christmas. http://www.safetycentre.co.uk/
Talking about visits, we have held an information evening about our residential visit to The Frontier Centre in
Northamptonshire, which is due to take place in the Summer term, in the week beginning the 29th June. If you
were not able to attend the meeting, then the slideshow is on the Year 6 page on the School Website. 31st
December is the deadline for returning your consent form and deposit. Payments can be made as one lump sum
or as monthly instalments through ParentPay. Our School Business Manager, Mrs Giles, would be happy to
provide further details or assistance.
Please be aware that Year 5 and 6 are proposing to hold a joint UKS2 Victorian tea party at the end of term as a
"Fabulous Finish" to our work based on Tom's Midnight Garden. The party will take place on Wednesday, 18th
December in the hall. The children are invited to bring in party wear, if they wish to do so. All classes will be
involved in preparing the food beforehand, including baking cakes and making sandwiches. For Year 6, current
Computing/DT work (with a focus on spreadsheets to calculate costs) will be a part of the party planning
process. We are inviting you to send in a voluntary contribution of £1 towards food ingredients for the party.
Thank you for your help, in anticipation.
And finally … Congratulations must go to our netball team who were wonderful representatives in a weekend
competition in November. Thank you to all the members of staff and parents/carers who support our
participation in sporting activities. We could not do it without you!
The Year 6 Team

Our Heads’/deputies’
BLOG
We send you all a warm welcome in a cold December at The Downley School in our
Heads’ and Deputies’ blog.
News in brief:
KS1 are now rehearsing and delivering a Nativity performance to show the School to
celebrate Jesus’s birth. They have worked really hard and are excited to perform in front
of all the parents and carers. We really enjoyed attending their dress rehearsal and were
their first audience.
Year 5 went to the London Science Museum on the 4th December. There are photos on
Twitter to show what an excellent time they had.
The Year 6 and 5 girls had a football match recently and they played Princess
Risbourough Primary School, Monks Risborough and Disraeli School. They won 1
match and lost 2. Jossy, the Ash team captain, scored the goal against Monks Risborough
(which Mia-Raye told us about). Thank you to all of those who took part and supported
this event.
At the weekend, the Winter Fair where there was an adults’ tombola and the children’s
tombola and the choir performed 9 songs! Thank you to Miss Ball for preparing them.
Thank you to the PA for all that they do to support our school. Following the activity to
fill a milk bottle with coins, which took place this term, it was announced in assembly
that each class will have £50 to spend on wet playtime games.
That is all from us for now. Thank you for reading our blog at this very busy time.

Stars of the Week

KS2 Celebration Assembly - Friday 15th November – Stars of the Week
Dugongs
Zayd, Sophie
Sea Turtles
Jay, Ryan
Hippos
Joe, Emily
Black Rhino
Isabella, Alfie
Giant Pandas
Holly, Connor
Polar Bears
Jocelyn, Kieran

KS1 Celebration Assembly - Friday 22nd November – Stars of the Week
Silky Sifakas
Gorillas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks
Values Certificate

Euan, Adeela
Zico, Matthew
Albert, Maryam
Ben, Lucus
Thomas, Eleanor
Klara, Kamran
Naomi, Damian

Golden Ticket Winners
Our golden ticket winner on Friday 15th November 2019 was Freddy - Hippos
Our golden ticket winner on Friday 22nd November 2019 was Dylan – Silky Sifakas

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this
academic year.
We are proud to say that our whole school attendance for
the last academic year was 96.5%.
Our Current attendance percentage is 96.62%
Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 11th November 2019
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
94.67%
91.03%
100%
97.86%
93.79%
100%
98.93%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Giant Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
98%
96.33%
95.67%
99.33%
98%
93.21%
96.43%

Well done to Gorillas & Spider Monkeys for your 100% Attendance.

Weekly Attendance Report for w/c 18th November2019
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
91.33%
92.76%
95%
91.72%
94.48%
97.59%
96.21%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Giant Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
97.33%
97%
92%
98%
98.33%
99.29%
94.64%

Well done to Polar Bears for your 99.29% Attendance.

School Office
Adverse Weather
During the winter months, with the threat of snow and ice, please be advised to check the ‘Bucks
Schools Closures’ website (https://closures.buckscc.gov.uk/) for any changes to school times or
closures in the event of adverse weather conditions. The decision to make any changes to the school
hours is made with the safety of all pupils and staff in mind; safety on the way to school and on the
school site is paramount and we will ensure that the school is open as usual, if it is safe to do so.

Parking at the Downley School
A REMINDER THAT NO PARKING IS PERMITTED ACROSS THE ENTIRE SCHOOL SITE.
You should not be dropping your child off by car within the school grounds. Please ensure you abide by
this school policy as it is for safety of the pupils and staff across the school site.
It is dangerous to drive or park near the school site and so we request that you do NOT do so. The
School and Parish Council continue to work together to tackle road safety issues around Faulkner Way.
On occasion, we have witnessed dangerous driving and parking around our School, which, even if not
directly by the entrance, causes a knock on effect such as:







Parking on the yellow lines
Turning and reversing into the school entrance
Unauthorised entry into the school premises
Parking in Faulkner Way that causes other drivers to mount the pavement
Congestion in areas where the children are trying to cross
Blocking access for emergency vehicles

It is extremely distressing to observe our children, who cannot always see over the vehicles clearly,
trying to negotiate these dangers and cross the roads safely, especially as some drivers seem
completely oblivious to the dangers they are causing. We will report any incidents of dangerous driving
and parking to 101 and we urge our community to also report to 101. You are also welcome to raise
any issues with the Parish Council.
We strongly request again that drivers DO NOT enter Faulkner Way. Please park away and walk
in. Working together as a community, we CAN make a difference to improve road safety for our
children.

After School Clubs
If your child is attends after school clubs, please notify the relevant clubs and Admin Office if they will
not be attending their session.

Christmas Dinner
Christmas dinner will be held on Friday 13th December. We are combining Christmas Jumper Day with
Christmas dinner this year, so your child can come wearing a Christmas jumper. If you would like your
child to have Christmas dinner, you will need to order via the Innovate website. If you have already
ordered a school dinner for the 12th then please go into the Innovate website and amend you order.

School Office
Medical Information
A polite reminder for administering medication at The Downley School, as outlined in our 'Supporting
Pupils with Medical Needs' Policy.








The School will accept prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original
packaging as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration, dosage and
storage.
Antibiotics prescribed 3 times a day can be taken outside of school hours.
Antibiotics that have been prescribed 4 times a day, the School will give the medication only if a
parent /carer is not able to come into school and administer the dose.
A form will need to be filled in by the parent/carer for each medicine to be administered. All
medication should be handed into the school by an adult and not put in the children's book
bags. The only exception to this is an asthma Inhaler.
The School does not keep Calpol or hayfever remedies to administer during the school day. If,
however, pain relief or other non-prescribed medicines are necessary for a short period of
time, contact the School. Please note that we are not able to administer Ibuprofen unless
prescribed by a doctor.
Sickness and diarrhoea - Your child is not permitted to return to School until they have been
free of sickness/diarrhoea for 48 hours from the last episode, as per the Buckinghamshire
County Council’s policy.

Thank you for the contributions of tissues and kitchen roll for use in the medical room. These are very
much appreciated and may be sent in throughout the school year.
Mrs Aitken/Mrs Lane

A Special Thanks to the P.A ……
for funding the reception play loft, wellie stores, updating our
musical instruments and books for the curriculum.

The Downley School Diary - 2019/2020
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
*Please note two other inset date is yet to be confirmed for this academic year.
** Information to follow.
December 2019
Thursday 12th December
KS1 Christmas Production(Y1 & Y2)
Thursday 12th December
Reception Christmas Production
th
Friday 13 December
Christmas Jumper Day – Save the Children
th
Friday 13 December
Christmas Lunch
th
Monday 16 December
KS1 Christmas Production
Monday 16th December
Y4 Christmas Production
th
Tuesday 17 December
Y4 Christmas Production
th
Tuesday 17 December
PA Panto Trip – The Swan
th
Wednesday 18 December
Festival of Carols
January 2020
Friday 19th December – Friday 3rd End of Term – Christmas Break
January
Monday 6th January
Inset Day
th
Tuesday 7 January
Return to school – Start of Term
Tuesday 14th January
Open Morning – New Reception Intake

5.30 – 6.30 pm
9.30 – 10.30 am

2.15 – 3.15 pm
6.30 – 7.30 pm
2.00 – 3.00 pm
5.30
3.00

9.00-10.30

