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Head Teacher’s Comment

Welcome to the beginning of spring. We have had a strong start back after half term and
we are now all looking forward the longer and lighter days. The children are keen to have
more lessons outside the classrooms and the change in weather will support this.
Friendship is our focus for the month and is always an interesting subject within school.
Children test their abilities and relationships becoming friends and falling out frequently.
This month we want to help them to see how to get along with others and that you can be
a friend to someone without having to be with them all of the time. Acts of kindness,
goodwill, being helpful and friendly are all ways to become friends. Being a strong and
reliable person is also a strength in this. We will explore it further in class and assemblies.
We are thrilled to have hatched 10 chicks this year and all the females will stay with us. The
chickens have been a great tool for supporting children in a variety of ways and we want
this to continue. We will be looking for volunteers to look after them during holidays as well
as the sheep. If you are interested, please let the office know.
We have been successful in getting through to the finals of the Big General Knowledge Quiz
which will be held in June in Covent Garden. This is the first time we have entered. We are
also part of the maths quiz again this year, so fingers crossed for both of these.
We will soon be consulting on the sex and healthy relationships policy which has to come
into force in September. This is for the upper school and reminder will be sent to you as
well as meetings to explain what this entails.

School Values
Our focus value for the month of March is Friendship.
Friendships are incredibly important and this month we will be reflecting on what makes a good friend.
At the heart of being a good friend is the willingness to be there and support your friends in the bad
times as well as the good times. We will be exploring how we can tell our friends need us and to identify
how we can be there for them in their times of need.
This value is explored constantly in all areas of school life. Children (and adults) are at their happiest
and most confident when amongst friends. Unhappy times at school are usually as a result of children
having minor ‘fall outs’ or disagreements with each other. Staff are highly trained and sensitive in
dealing with these issues and children are very clear about what makes a good friend. Our recent values
work on Consideration, Respect, and Kindness have given children an even deeper understanding of
how values compliment each other. For example, ‘It is possible to show respect to someone without
being their friend, but is it possible to be a good friend without showing respect?’
In our Values assembly this week, we reflected in understanding that friendship can mean different
things to different people. We look forward to sharing this meaning value and learning from each other
during the month of March.

With very best wishes
Miss Ball
Values Lead

Reception
Over the last few weeks EYFS have been learning out about where our food comes from and the life cycle of a
chicken. We have been following the journey of our food from seed/farm to our tables. The children have been
listening to poems about farm animals from our class book, ‘Where My Wellies Take Me’, this made them want
to find out more about the animals. The children chose to write about what we get from each animal: wool from
sheep, eggs from chickens etc.
We have been very excited about the arrival of the eggs and incubator that arrived just after half term. Over the
week we have been observing the safe hatching of 10 chicks. During the coming weeks we will continue learning
about life

Alongside our main book we have continued to read ‘What the Ladybird Heard’ by Julia Donaldson as well as
‘Farmer Duck’ by Martin Waddell and ‘Dora’s Eggs’ by Julie Sykes. The children enjoyed following directions, just
like Lanky Len and Hefty Hugh, which lead us to the chickens and sheep within the school grounds.
The children enjoyed the mental health week which focused on ‘Finding Your Brave’. We shared the story ‘The
Wolf’s colourful Coat’ by Avril McDonald and the children shared times when they had been brave. Carefully, the
children recorded their brave moments as drawings for a competition, judged by the year 6 pupils.
In maths we have been learning about weight and capacity and using the language of measure. The children have
compared the weight of objects by looking at them, feeling them and weighing them.

The children, as always, have enjoyed the painting and craft activities. They have made woolly sheep paintings
using wool from our sheep and tractors out of shapes using their cutting skills.
Well done, to all the children who have moved up the caterpillar this week. Keep up with the reading. Thank you
also for the lovely Learning Log Tasks. We have enjoyed sharing the very creative frogs and detailed food diaries.
We would like to say a big thank you to all the parents who attended the story sharing workshop. It was such an
amazing sightseeing so many of you sharing books with your children.
Reminders:





PE – Monday
The Dell – now moved to a Wednesday - all children to wear jogging bottoms
No earrings to be worn in school
Please sign reading diaries every time your child reads

Year 1
What a super start to the half term! It was wonderful to see the children’s smiley faces when they returned to
school after the holidays and we have been reflecting on how far they have already come now we are at the
halfway point in the year. The time has flown so fast! We are so proud of what the children have achieved so far
and are looking forward to watching them blossom this Spring term.
We began one of our new quality central text last week called “Bee and Me” by Alison Jay. The book is wordless
which gave the children the fantastic opportunity to use their inference skills by using the pictures to build their
understanding of narrative, character and setting. They were able to understand the story and discuss the feelings
and actions of the characters with remarkable perception. We will be using this and other bee related texts to
learn about bees this half term. We look forward to seeing the children’s Learning Log research on the topic. The
children will also be using stories about bees to inspire their own story writing.
In Maths, we learnt about measuring using our super skills to measure in metres, centimetres, kilograms and
grams. One of the highlights of the week for both the children and the staff was when we applied what we had
learnt about weighing in grams to weighing out the ingredients to make pancakes. What a yummy maths lesson!
This week we will be learning early multiplication and division skills by grouping and sharing objects equally. Our
next maths topic will be fractions where we will be focussing on quarters.
In Science, we are now moving onto a new topic of Everyday Materials in which we will be exploring a variety of
materials and investigating their Properties. The children have thoroughly enjoyed our previous topic on animals
and have become experts in grouping and comparing animals. We have loved hearing them use some the new
scientific vocabulary that they have learnt.
In our Geography topic, we are learning about the different countries of the United Kingdom and considering how
the places are linked by roads and railways. We will be exploring what it is like to live in the different areas of the
UK through stories like Katie Morag, Paddington, Welsh mythical tales and Irish folk stories.
On Thursday, we had an exciting start to the day! We were all delighted to come to school in heavy snow showers
and even more delighted to start the day at Forest School exploring the snow in a variety of ways. As you can see
from the photographs much fun was had changing the colour of the snow and rolling it in our hands. This
complimented our ongoing Science topic of Seasonal Change as we were able to experience some real Winter
weather at last. We are now beginning to look for signs of Spring and encourage children to look out for these
whilst they are out and about.
We are all looking forward to World Book Day this week and can’t wait to share lots of stories with the children.
We hope that your children have felt inspired to take part in the school Readathon and look forward to hearing
about all of the wonderful reading they are doing for such a great cause. We will be incorporating some daily
DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time into our timetable and hope that this will inspire children to challenge
themselves to read a variety of different texts and to also highlight what an important part reading plays in our
learning.
As ever, thank you for your continued support and please do come and chat to a member of the Year One team
should you have any questions.

Year 2
It has been a busy but exciting start to our second spring term. The children have come back enthusiastic
about their learning. We would like to thank the families that took our precious plants away with them
over the holiday to look after. They have come back to us in full bloom and the children are busy
preparing for their enterprise event at the end of term. The children will be planting more seeds over
the next few weeks. Please could you review the tasks set in relation to this in their new learning logs to
support with unusual items for planting.

The children have focused on recalling subject specific skills confidently, which has been brilliant to see.
Using playdough, the children have been able to accurately measure out different lengths and work out
unknown lengths in word problems using their existing knowledge.

As we are working towards being able to explain how to grow plants for one of our enterprise tasks, we
have been practicing how to write clear instructions in class. The children were highly entertained as
they watched their teachers follow some extremely poor instructions for making a jam sandwich and
watching them get into a right sticky mess! They were then able to work with their teachers to verbalise
and edit the instructions so that they were able to write their own set of clear, easy to follow guide.
Following this, they all had the exciting opportunity to make one of their very own mouth-watering jam
sandwiches using an instruction set written by one of their peers. The children were exceptional at
independently following the instructions that they had written and making a beautiful spread of
sandwiches for the class to eat!

Year 3
Year 3 continue to consolidate their learning of new concepts in the Spring Term and take increased
responsibility for what they learn and how they learn - Mr Khan and Mrs Fyfe are very proud of every
single individual!
We are continuing to learn more about Maia’s experiences in the Amazon and the children have been
enjoying learning about the peculiar and unpleasant characters that the main character meets and
developing our inference skills as the plot develops!
We have recently been experimenting with creating our own poems about the Amazon river and using
the imagination studio to help foster our creativity. We have been drawing on our geography knowledge
to make comparisons about the weather in Brazil and making comparisons to the recent rainfall and
flooding in the UK.
We presented a Newsround report to each other this week to share our research and knowledge.

In Maths, we have been looking at the language to describe the properties of 2D shapes (sides, angles,
symmetry) and this week we are looking at rounding and estimating and how we can use a bar model (a
pictorial way) to represent problems.

Just a reminder that Mathletics is due in on Wednesday, Spelling tests and any grammar work on
Thursday and Learning Logs on Friday due to timetabling. Please could you ensure you child has a
homework folder for work or letters in school, particularly as bottles may leak in their bag.
The Big Science Event has been discussed a lot with the children at school. It is an optional project and
team entries will be judged w/c 23 March (Week 5) – further details can be found below under the
Science Blog.
Mrs Fyfe & Mr Khan

Year 4
English
This week is World Book Week and we have taken this opportunity to focus on reading for pleasure.
The children will have opportunities to share and discuss their favourite books in class, as well as
finding out more about the author of this term’s book, Eva Ibbotson.
We have been looking at examples of biographies of famous children’s authors and identifying the key
features of this type of writing. Additionally, we will be researching, planning and writing a biography.

Maths
We have been consolidating our learning on multiplication and division before the half term break and
are now using our knowledge of multiplication and division facts in mental calculations.
The children are gaining confidence in recognising these relationships and applying them to solve word
problems.
This week we are extending our understanding of place value to find 1000/100 more or less than a
given number. This has included some practical activities on the playground, producing number
sequences.
PSHE
Following on from our recent focus on mental health, we will now be learning how we can make the
right choices in order to be healthy. Over the next few weeks, we will be exploring what constitutes a
healthy diet; how to plan healthy meals; benefits to health and wellbeing of eating nutritionally rich
foods; risks associated with not eating a healthy diet, including obesity and tooth decay.
Please encourage your children to share their learning with you and, if possible, involve them in
planning of meals at home and healthy packed lunches.
Geography
As part of the Where in the World Topic, we have been finding out about the UK and the islands that
make up the British Isles. The children have been busy researching the island groups and a range of
towns and cities in order to make a very informative display.
Next, we will be looking at the differences between cities, towns and villages and comparing this
information to life in a range of settlements in Brazil.

Year 4 Continued….
Science
We are developing our investigative skills by focusing on using accurate, precise scientific vocabulary
and careful consideration of testing methods. We have been working in groups to plan and carry out
an investigation on sound proofing.
RE
We have started a new unit in RE: Rites of passage.
We have started by thinking about an important moment in our own lives. What was the occasion?
What was special about it? How did it make us feel? How did we celebrate? Who else was there?

Next, we will be looking the similarities and differences between different rites of passage within and
between religions- starting with Christian Baptism.
Computing
We have now started the next short unit: Effective Searching.
The children will be exploring ways of structuring effective search queries to help them locate specific
information on the internet.
We will be looking for clues and analysing web pages to help us assess whether a source is true and
reliable.
Reminders:
Please could we remind you to make sure that all belongings are named. This is particularly important
when we go swimming and share changing areas with other schools.
Many thanks,
The Year 4 staff

Year 5
As we start a new half-term in Year 5, we are all full of excitement about the fun and exciting things we
have planned to come up in the next few weeks!
Our Passage to India topic has led us into looking at poetry about India and Indian cultures. We recapped
features of poetry and then wrote our own creative poems, based on our Quality Text: Indian Tales.
Reading has been and will continue to be one of our key focuses in Year 5, with the exciting whole school
launch of Readathon. Children were very excited at the prospect of being able to read for pleasure and
using this to show compassion, by raising money for children in hospitals and books for the library.
In Maths, we have been looking at shapes, focusing on regular and irregular polygons and 3D shapes.
We went outside to investigate polygons that we could make, by using materials found, such as tree
branches. We have also had the opportunity to consolidate our learning on angles. For the rest of this
term, we will be learning all about mixed number and improper fractions, volume and converting
measurements, statistics and then consolidating learning from the Spring term.
Our new topic in Science is Forces. We thought about what we already know and what we want to know.
We used the outdoor play area, to complete some activities and thought about if a pull or push force
was being exerted and friction. We have also been conducting fair tests by investigating the effect of the
pull of gravity.
We continue our learning on religions of India and have looked at religious celebrations in Hinduism,
specifically Holi. We are looking forward to our own Holi celebrations in school! A separate Parent Mail,
with information about this, has been sent out.
The Hippos class in Year 5 have been very lucky as we were selected to be buddy classes with Emerald
Class from The Chiltern Wood School. We have been taking part in some Drama with them, by together
acting out stories from our quality text in the Yurt, focusing on using intonation and movement to engage
the audience.

Year 6
This has been a great start back to school, although we have been unlucky with the weather. Despite the
weather, the children have been showing positivity and are keen during lessons.
The Mile
During the mile, children are still wearing their school shoes; they need to remember to bring their
wellington boots into school. Unfortunately, the mud from their shoes is then transferred onto the
carpets in the classrooms. We are encouraging children to take care and pride in their environment.
Curriculum
In English we have been reading short bursts of Indian stories that are based on morals. These shorter
stories are much easier to get through and we visit a different country in India each time we read one.
Recently, we divided the story of ‘Bopulochi’ into five sections and asked the class to act this out.
Confidently and with increasing independence, all the children created their props using items from
around the classroom; created their costumes using their uniform and wrote a play script based on what
happens in the story. We then swapped with the other year group class to perform it. This was a lovely
experience as we could see the children showing more confidence as they practice their performances.
In Maths, we have been looking at the formal written methods of multiplication and division. Answering
word problems that involves the use of this method has increased children’s confidence of using the
short and long multiplication. Furthermore, moving forward, we are going to be looking at ‘BODMAS’
and its significance within a lengthy number sentence. It would be great if you can help with this at home
as extra revision. We have started targeted teaching to target individuals based on what their
weaknesses may be, and children are responding very well at this stage. Children with lower confidence
within Maths have been able to ask and answer questions and share their love of learning with others.
Earlier this week, we had a visitor in both Year 6 and Year 5 classes to talk about ‘Healthy Relationships’:
it focused on what this may look like and what it may feel like. Holly from ‘Barnados’ gave an excellent
workshop to really make Year 6 think about the different people they may have relationships with and
how they can work towards them. They understood that they need to show love and consideration to
maintain relationships.
All this week, we have had Scholastic Book Fair. Each child had the opportunity to visit the Book Fair to
choose which books they may like to purchase. We have had an amazing week to celebrate reading
across the whole school and begin to read with our partner classes.
Homework: As you are aware and we have previously stated, homework is set every Monday and Friday
and should be completed by the next week from the day it was set. We are now in Spring 2 and we still
have a numerous number of children not completing their homework. This shows a lack of awareness of
initiative and responsibility. We have given many tips on how to manage time and useful ways of
remembering homework on the day it is due but there are children who are not paying any attention. In
secondary school, this will become a big issue as children will be expected to complete more homework.
Please can you help your child at home, where possible, to complete their homework and remind them
to hand in their homework every week.

Science Blog
The children have been made aware of this year’s Big Science Event which
is open to KS1 and KS2 and arranged in their own time with support from
their teacher as required. Finalists will meet a cluster judge who will argue
our case vs other finalists from other schools across Bucks.
Children will be in team of 3-6 children of the same year group. They must
come up with an original scientific question and carry out an investigation
to answer it. Their question, observations, results and conclusions with any
photos and table are collated on a poster they make using sugar paper
(which they can ask for from their teacher). Entries will be presented to the
Y6 judging panel wc 23 March. Please feel free to speak to your teacher
for more information or look at their website for exemplar ideas!
https://scienceoxford.com/events/big-science-event/
We look forward to receiving your entries.
Mrs Fyfe, Zakariya, Dexter and Ibrahim Y6 Science Prefects

Learning Outside the Classroom
Yurt
The stove and fireguard have now been fitted in the yurt and we have had our first fire! This has excited
the children greatly and makes the yurt feel like a homely place for lessons and reading. We have also
used some solar lights and donated fabric to create our own mini drama studio/theatre which has been
trialled out by year 5.
Sheep
The sheep have now been named by the children and are now known as “Billie”, “Baarbaraa” and “Mary
Pippins”. Unfortunately one of our sheep died earlier in the year, but the vet has checked them over and
given them a clean bill of health. Some children in years 5 and 6 have signed up to be sheep monitors and
they are involved with looking after the sheep. Part of our long-term plan is to be able to walk the sheep
on halters and this week we were successful in getting halters on all three sheep for the first time.
Chickens
Spots and Goldie have continued to lay well over the winter and are being well looked after by the chicken
monitors. Reception class have recently hatched some chicks and we are hoping that some will join our
experienced hens in the henhouse later this year.
Be Prepared!
The results of the recent pupils’ voice survey showed that the children really enjoy their maths lessons
outside and really want to take part in more outdoor learning. Please help your child to have a
comfortable time outside by making sure they have a warm coat and wellies in school. A hat and gloves
can also make a huge difference to a child’s wellbeing and comfort.

Stars of the Week
KS1 Celebration Assembly - Friday 14th February – Stars of the Week
Silky Sifakas
Gorillas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

William, Musa
Harry, Reggie
Devondre, Raheem
Max, Alice
Zain, Eva
Annabel, James

KS2 Celebration Assembly - Friday 6th March– Stars of the Week
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhino
Giant Pandas
Polar Bears

Aiza, Daisy
Issy, Edie
Isabelle, Connor
Alfie, Jessica
Jesse, Mia
Tami, Aanya

Golden Ticket Winners
Our golden ticket winner on Friday 14th February was Oliver – Gorillas
Our golden ticket winner on Friday 6th March was Daisy - Hippos

Sports Award – Friday 6th March
Daisy - Dugongs
Alfie – Black Rhinos

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this academic year.
We are proud to say that our whole school attendance for the last academic year was
96.5%.
Our attendance percentage to date is 96.57%

Termly Attendance Report for w/c 24th February
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
92.14%
98%
98.67%
94.33%
95.86%
93.79%
97%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Giant Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
97%
99.33%
98.91%
97.33%
97%
96.90%
93.21%

Well done to Dugongs for your 99.33% Attendance.

Termly Attendance Report for w/c 2nd March
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
93.45%
91.67%
97.67%
93.33%
98.97%
99.31%
97.33%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Giant Pandas
Polar Bears

Well done to Polar Bears for your 100% Attendance.

% Attendance
98%
97.33%
99.64%
97.67%
93.67%
97.93%
100%

School Office
End of Day Arrangements
Please ensure all end of day arrangements are communicated to the school office via
telephone or email by 1 pm.
If you are unable to collect your child on time, please make alternative arrangements. We
understand that there may be some extenuating circumstances and that on occasion
parents/carers may be a little late. In these instances, please ensure you contact the
school office to notify us of your later arrival.
Adverse Weather
During the winter months with the threat of snow and ice, please be advised to check the
‘Bucks Schools Closures’ website (https://closures.buckscc.gov.uk/) for any changes to
school times or closures in the event of adverse weather conditions. The decision to make
any changes to the school hours is made with the safety of all pupils and staff in mind.
Safety on the way to school and on the school site is paramount, and we will ensure that
the school is open as usual if it is safe to do so.
Snacks
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy
snack. Key Stage 1 children are provided with fruit from School as per the government
initiative. Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time and
that all foods in their lunch box are nut and kiwi free.

The Downley School Diary - 2019/2020
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
** Information to follow.
March 2020
Monday 9th March
Parent Consultation Evening – Portal Open from 6.00am
rd
Monday 23 March
Spring Term Reports Out
th
Wednesday 25 March
Parent Consultation Evening**
3.30 – 6.30
st
Tuesday 31 March
Parent Consultation Evening**
3.30 – 6.30
Friday 27th March
Second-Hand Uniform Sale
3.00 – 3.30
April 2020
Thursday 2nd April
Parent Book Look –Drop In **
2.00 – 3.00
rd
Friday 3 April
Inset Day
th
th
Monday 6 April – Friday 17
Easter Break
April
May 2020
**KS1 SATs will be held throughout the month of May**
th
Friday 8 May
Bank Holiday
Monday 11th May – Friday 15th
Y6 SATs Week
May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th
Half Term
May
June 2020
Monday 1st June
Inset Day
th
Saturday 13 June
Summer Fayre
4.00 – 7.00
th
Monday 15 June
Y6 Trip – Hazard Alley **
Thursday 18th June
Class Photos
th
rd
Monday 29 June – Friday 3
Y6 Trip – Frontier Centre**
July
July 2020
Tuesday 7th July
Common Transition Day (Y6 Visit to Secondary School)
nd
Wednesday 22 July –Monday
Summer Holiday
st
31 August
September 2020 – New Academic Year
Tuesday 1st September
Inset Day

