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Head Teacher’s Comment

As I begin to write this I have a feeling of sadness due to the current situation. We will be closing
until further notice to all children except Key Worker children and those we identify. We take
great pleasure in being at the heart of the community and not seeing all of our children around
the school will be strange. Schools are about children and learning, hearing voices laughter and
learning. Popping in to see a lesson on bugs or hear a story shared with amazement. Despite this
we will still be open for all staff who will work through these difficult time and be here when it has
settled again. We are proud to be able to do our part in keeping things going for the essential
services and if you need us we will be here. The phones will be manned and staff will be in school.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need support or circumstances change. Those children
who are in receipt of free school meals (not universal free school meals in EYFS and KS1) will still
be provided even if you are not at school you can come each day for your lunch.
We will be opening for extended hours to provide wrap around care for the children and keep
mixing to a minimum for them and us. We are asking those who are eligible to provide a time
sheet of when you need us to have the children. A separate letter will be sent to you with further
details. Work has been set on Purple Mash and also extra activities and web sites can be found on
the school web site. We will be using this as a central point of contact so please keep checking.
As friendship is our value for the month I want to share that we have had some thoughtful emails
and comments which have been appreciated and shared. We are all in this together and the spirit
of friendship and kindness is not only needed but appreciated. Please stay safe and look after each
other.
My challenge for you all is to complete at least one random act of kindness before we return, and
remember that a smile is the most precious free gift you can give.

School Values
Our focus value for the month of March is Friendship.
Friendships are incredibly important and this month we will be reflecting on what makes a good
friend. At the heart of being a good friend is the willingness to be there and support your friends in the
bad times as well as the good times. We will be exploring how we can tell our friends need us and to
identify how we can be there for them in their times of need.
This value is explored constantly in all areas of school life. Children (and adults) are at their happiest
and most confident when amongst friends. Unhappy times at school are usually as a result of children
having minor ‘fall outs’ or disagreements with each other. Staff are highly trained and sensitive in
dealing with these issues and children are very clear about what makes a good friend. Our recent
values work on Consideration, Respect, and Kindness has given children an even deeper
understanding of how values compliment each other. For example, ‘It is possible to show respect to
someone without being their friend, but is it possible to be a good friend without showing respect?’
In our Values assembly this week, we reflected in understanding that friendship can mean different
things to different people. We look forward to sharing this meaning value and learning from each
other during the month of March.

With very best wishes
Miss Ball
Values Lead

Sport Relief
We raised £315.85 for Sports Relief.

Reception
The chicks have now moved to their now home but will be returning to school when they are fully grown to join
Spots and Goldie in Cluckingham Place. After studying the chick eggs the children began researching other
animal that begin life as an egg.

On Monday we had a letter from Professor Black who informed EYFS that a dinosaur had gone missing from The
National History Museum. We looked at CCTV footage of our school grounds to find a dinosaur running through
the car park. We quickly set to work looking for clues. We found large footprints, leftover food broken branches
and we even heard a loud noise. These clues lead us to ’The Dell’ where we discovered a large egg that could
only have been laid by a dinosaur. The children closely monitored the egg looking for signs of hatching.
Back in class the children have been helping Professor Black by writing and drawing missing posters. They have
also been researching dinosaurs to find out which dinosaurs were carnivores, and which were herbivores.
The children have taken on the roles of archaeologist and palaeontologist carefully brushing sand away the sand
to discover dinosaur bones. They have also been using cocktail sticks to extract chocolate chips from cookies and
hammers to chip away ice from dinosaur remains.
In the imagination studio the children have been re-enacting the story of ‘The Little Green Dinosaur’ in a
prehistoric landscape.
In maths we have been learning number bonds to 10 and some of the names a properties 3D shapes. The
children have then used these shapes and faces to recreate dinosaurs with junk boxes, construction and tap-its.
Using cubes and other non-standard measures the children have been measuring the length and height of
dinosaurs.
The children, as always, have enjoyed the painting and craft activities. They have made dinosaur skeletons using
craft straws, dinosaurs with moving parts (using plates and split pins) which the children have then painted.
Well done, to all the children who have moved up the caterpillar this week. Keep up with the reading. Thank you
also for the lovely Learning Log Tasks. We have enjoyed sharing the dinosaur facts.
Reminders:
· PE – Monday
· The Dell – now moved to a Wednesday-all children to wear jogging bottoms
· No earrings to be worn in school
· Please sign reading diaries every time your child read

Year 1
We had such a wonderful time celebrating World Book Day! It was such a brilliant opportunity for the children to
dress up and discuss their favourite stories with the class. There was a real variety of characters and the children were
able to see a diverse range of stories represented throughout the school. During the day, we listened to lots of
stories- three of which were Bee themed, ‘The Beeman’, ‘The Boy who lost his Bumble’ and ‘The Bee who Talked’.
These books portrayed the importance of Bees in nature and how we can help save them by ensuring there is lots of
wildflowers around our local area. This has inspired us to plant our own flowers, in the meadow during our Forest
School sessions, to encourage lots of mini beasts to visit.
In English, the children have begun to look at story writing and are looking forward to creating their own mini-beast
adventure stories. We have been using the ‘Story Mountain’ structure, focusing on the opening, build up, problem,
resolution and ending. This gives the children a solid frame to build their own stories upon. Their imaginations have
been running wild and they have been very creative with the main characters they have made, the settings they have
chosen and the problem their character has faced in the narrative. Each story has taken a life of its own.
One of our Maths foci has been learning about sharing a given number. The children have been using lots of concrete
or pictorial resources in order to help them solve quite tricky word problems. We have been learning how we can
draw out these types of equations in order to help us with our understanding of the concept. This provided a great
basis for our learning on fractions, where we have had to find ½ or ¼ of a number. The children have used a similar
method (as seen below) to find what half or quarter of a number may be using pictorial representations. In the
following weeks, we will be looking at position, direction, and movement and time, using o’clock.

The children have been learning to draw something they have seen using line drawings in art by creating their own
Bee pictures. We followed a step-by-step guide as a class to draw anatomically correct bees. The work that has been
created is wonderful, the children showed such patience, determination and resilience to create their artwork and
their efforts have totally paid off!

Our science focus for this term is ‘Everyday Materials’ and the children have been investigating a range of objects and
the materials they are made from. We have been looking at materials such as rock, metal, wood, plastic and water,
exploring the different properties of each one and the different objects we know that are made from them. The
children have been really challenging themselves with the work they are doing and increasing their scientific
knowledge.
The children have been learning about ‘What’s it like to live in a place like this?’ in Geography, with a large focus on
the United Kingdom and each of the countries that make it up (England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland). We
are reading a text inspired by each country and discovering lots of useful facts, like what the capital city is, famous
landmarks, what each flag looks like and some regional phrases. The children are then able to compare their
experiences living in Downley with what it might be like around the UK.

Year 2
Year two have been promoting the value of the month by learning more about friendship. The children
used circle time to discuss why being a good friend is important and have created posters and
instructions on how to be a good friend. The children have expressed that this value is really important
to them because they want everyone to be happy at school.
Despite the wet and windy weather, the children went on an epic journey to the top of the beanstalk,
where they found a place of wonder. The children wrote sentences describing this suspicious place and
had to include subordinating conjunctions to add detail to their sentences.

To develop our understanding of the United Kingdom and its geographical location on Earth, Year 2
have compared it to a contrasting country. The children chose to compare it with Brazil as we have
been learning about the Amazon Rainforest and they wanted to explore other aspects of this country.
Children became geographers and studied three geographical elements; weather, population, land and
temperature. Each group explored both countries and used the information to present to the rest of
the class.

Our visit to The Disraeli School was an amazing experience for all of our children. Luckily, the weather
was on our side and we were able to appreciate our beautiful surroundings on our journey to Disrailei.
Their behaviour was exemplary and the morning was enjoyed by all. The Chiltern Music Academy
taught the children three different songs, along with actions which the children then performed to
head teachers and governors.

As part of Read-a-thon we are reading with Year 5 every other week. Last week, Year 2 listened to Tom
Thumb which they thoroughly enjoyed. This week they will be paired up with a ‘reading buddy’ where
they will read alongside their peers to share stories together. Please remember to keep your children
reading at home. Every time they read, they can list it in their read-a-thon booklet.

Year 3
In Maths, we have been looking at angles and turns this week. We enjoyed going outside to identify
right angles using our orange Pac man!
We have been continuing to read our story “Journey to the River
Sea”. The children have joined Maia on her journey across the
Atlantic into Amazon Rainforest and will create diary entries where
they will get a chance to put themselves into Maia’s shoes.
In Maths, we have been looking at fractions. The children found this
particularly challenging but showed great perseverance throughout.
The children responded well to real life examples and grew in
confidence when ordering and finding equivalent fractions. This
week, we have been exploring measurements including length,
volume and mass and enjoyed using different equipment apparatus
to carry out these measurements both inside and outside the
classroom. We will be revisiting our operational skills for the
remainder of the term.

In Computing, we continue to use Purple Mash to explore calculating with child friendly spread sheets and
recognising cells using coordinates to calculate or find some treasure. In Geography, we are enjoying how
communities and experts can have different viewpoints about a situation from deforestation, to HS2 and even
now the impact of Covid 19 and how real life situations affect human and physical geography.
As we move towards the end of our central text this term, we are looking at writing our own chapter to show
what we have learnt about plots, characters and settings. We all feel really proud about how much our
handwriting and ability to use descriptive language has improved.
In PE, we have all been enjoying dance and completing circuits in the week and have all learnt new skills or areas
of how we can improve our physical fitness and recognising the importance of diet and health in PSHE.

We enjoyed a music lesson this week, listening to different music across various periods and had to share our
ideas about the instruments and mood they created.
REMINDERS
Remember the deadline for the Readathon is 20 April so there is still time to sponsor your child to read a book.
Thank you to those who have donated so far.
The Big Science Event will be judged by a Y6 panel so please ensure all entries are in school for next Monday 23
March.
Mrs Fyfe & Mr Khan

Year 4
English
Year 4 have now completed their work on writing biographies in English. They have been analysing and
identifying key features of biographical writing choosing from a selection of authors including David Walliams,
Michael Morpurgo, Cressida Crowell and JK Rowling. They have also enjoyed developing their understanding of
their quality central text, ‘Journey to the River Sea’ and have focused on descriptive writing.
It has been a pleasure observing the development of the children’s handwriting as the weeks and months have
gone by and several children have already received their pen licence. Good presentation and well-formed
handwriting is important and children’s attitude to their learning is often demonstrated through the quality of
their work.
Having enjoyed our recent Book Week with the focus on reading for pleasure, children are continuing to
understand the importance of reading daily and recording their reading into their reading record books.
Remember the deadline for the Readathon is 20 April so there is still time to sponsor you r child to read a book.
Thank you to those who have donated so far.
Mathematics
The children have enjoyed learning outside the classroom this week with an emphasis on creating sequences by
adding and subtracting 10, 100 or 1000 to a number. They have created an array of figures in sequences and
learned from each other as they worked together in pairs or in small groups. Their times tables knowledge is
developing well and they are becoming more proficient in knowing their times tables and corresponding division
facts. Keep up the good work! We greatly encourage you to help your child to learn and or revise their times
tables. Opportunities to share multiplication facts are important; this could be either as you are walking to
school, journeying in the car or when you are shopping. Remember to keep encourage your child to work hard
on their Mathsletics and Times Tables Rock Stars.
Sequencing 4 digit numbers outside

PSHE
Year 4 have been learning about diet and health. This week they have written their own ‘healthy living plan’
which has encouraged them to think about: the exercise they do each week, the foods they eat and whether
their diet is balanced, the importance of keeping themselves clean and the medicines that keep them safe and
healthy. As part of Sports Relief, the children took part in additional exercise on the playground to demonstrate
the importance of keeping fit and how this impacts on their wellbeing. Those who walked to school last Friday
marked the occasion of National Sports Relief.
Geography
In Geography, the children have been comparing land use in different settlements. They have used the tablets to
research an area in the United Kingdom and to identify land use such as retail, housing, industrial, leisure,
business and agriculture. They enjoyed working in pairs to work on this activity.
R.E.
This week in RE, their work has focused on Birth, a rite of passage, and what this means. Whilst working in
groups, there was much discussion surrounding this momentous event and how people celebrate this.
The Year 4 staff

Year 5
English
The children are thoroughly enjoying the stories from our quality text entitled Indian Tales. This week we have
been reading the story Priya’s Magic Bowl which is set in a village in Tamil Nadu. The children were fascinated
with this story because they could immediately relate it to the story of Cinderella. It was interesting to read
stories that the children wrote. The children are now including ambitious vocabulary to write interesting stories
and they are able to use a wider range of connectives to extend their sentences.
Maths
In our Maths lessons we have been learning about converting common fractions to improper fractions and vice
versa. Some children found this objective quite challenging in the beginning but as the week progressed and
with more hands on activities their confidence levels soared. Some children asked for more challenging activities
as they enjoyed working them out.
PHSE
The children broadened their knowledge about caring for the environment. We had healthy class discussions
and hot seating sessions. The terms recycle, reuse and reduce brought back memories from key stage 1. The
children understood the importance of walking to school instead of turning the engine on and the reasons why
we should recycle plastic.
RE
One of the important festivals celebrated in India is the Holi festival. Our children enjoyed their very own Holi
festival where they enjoyed throwing powders of different colours on each other. Some children tried to run
away from the water guns but too late! They children used chalk and drew beautiful Rangoli patterns on the
playground. It felt like being in India.
Geography
In our Geography lesson we have been learning about the features of mountains. The children are now able to
draw a mountain range that includes many of the features. The have learnt that the summit is the top of the
mountain, the plateau is an area of flat, high ground, a valley is the area of low land between mountains and the
tree line is the highest point where forests are found.
Science
In science lessons we have been learning that ‘Friction’ is a force when two objects move. The difference
between mass and weight is that, mass is the quantity of physical matter that a thing contains and weight
means how much something weighs. The children were fascinated to learn that gravity is a force that keeps us
on the ground and without gravity we would float.

Year 6
Another week has been completed in Year 6, with the children continually working hard. Year 6 have
had practice SATs testing week this week. The children have had a rewarding time demonstrating their
learning. We have also kept up to date with all the other subjects. It has been amazing to see
everyone come together for ‘Sports Relief 2020’ and walk to school as their choice of
sportsman/woman.
The children enjoyed writing as the character of ‘Mala’ and we have now moved onto writing nonfiction texts. Our focus was Charles Darwin, a famous Scientist, Year 6 have had the chance to learn all
about him. Through English, they have started writing their own biographies about Charles Darwin and
they will continue this into next week. In this piece of writing, they are focusing on the use of the
passive voice. However, all of Year 6 have been practising writing sentences using the past tense in
their writing lessons. To complete their biographies Year 6 have had to look at the life of Charles
Darwin and collate information about him. Some children produced fantastic Learning Logs by making
models or drawing Darwin and encapsulating his features. This linked in very well to our unit of Ratio
and Proportions in Maths as they needed to proportion his features on his face. The CGP homework
for this week has been around answering questions with a focus on ratio and how these would be
solved.
Once again, our Year 6 Peer Mentors had another meeting with Delphine, to discuss issues that have
arisen and how they have dealt with them appropriately. They looked at their recommended steps
from the previous visit and assessed whether the appropriate strategies were in place. This beneficial
experience gave all the children something positive to talk about. This meeting gave all the children
opportunities to rehearse sentences and choose the right words to say. This linked in perfectly with
our PSHE session as we discussed what it means to treat people equally and make sure everyone is
being compassionate, caring and kind towards others.

Science Blog
Entries will be presented to the Y6 judging panel wk commencing 23
March. Please feel free to speak to your teacher for more information or
look at their website for exemplar ideas!
https://scienceoxford.com/events/big-science-event/
We look forward to receiving your entries.
Mrs Fyfe, Zakariya, Dexter and Ibrahim Y6 Science Prefects

Learning Outside the Classroom

Spring is definitely in the air here at the Downley School. Fortunately
the gardening club have put a lot of effort into removing brambles
from the Broken Oak area and so we are able to see the beautiful
spring daffodils without them being strangled by weeds!

The gardening club also helped to move and stack our 1 tonne log
delivery in record time! We’re prepared for camp fires and yurt fires
in case the weather turns cold again.

Year 1 continue to enjoy their outdoor learning in the Broken
Oak area. They have even decided to turn the shelter by the
camp fire into an outside reading zone.

The children aren’t the only ones who have been busy – can you guess
who’s been leaving muddy footprints on site?

Family Worker
Tips on how to talk to children about Covid-19 taken from the Childmind Institute
News of the coronavirus COVID-19 is everywhere. It is important that we reassure our children and try
not make them anymore anxious than they already may be.


Don’t be afraid to discuss the coronavirus. Most children will have already heard about the
virus or seen people wearing face masks, so parents shouldn’t avoid talking about it. Not talking
about something can actually make kids worry more. Look at the conversation as an opportunity
to convey the facts and set the emotional tone.



Be developmentally appropriate. Don’t volunteer too much information, as this may be
overwhelming. Instead, try to answer your child’s questions. Do your best to answer honestly
and clearly. It’s okay if you can’t answer everything; being available to your child is what
matters.



Take your cues from your child. Invite your child to tell you anything they may have heard about
the coronavirus, and how they feel. Give them ample opportunity to ask questions. You want to
be prepared to answer (but not prompt) questions. Your goal is to avoid encouraging frightening
fantasies.



Deal with your own anxiety. “When you’re feeling most anxious or panicked, that isn’t the time
to talk to your kids about what’s happening with the coronavirus,” warns Dr. Domingues. If you
notice that you are feeling anxious, take some time to calm down before trying to have a
conversation or answer your child’s questions.



Be reassuring. Children are very egocentric, so hearing about the coronavirus on the news may
be enough to make them seriously worry that they’ll catch it. It’s helpful to reassure your child
about how rare the coronavirus actually is (the flu is much more common) and that kids actually
seem to have milder symptoms.



Focus on what you’re doing to stay safe. An important way to reassure kids is to emphasize the
safety precautions that you are taking. So remind kids that they are taking care of themselves by
washing their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds (or the length of two “Happy Birthday”
songs) when they come in from outside, before they eat, and after blowing their nose, coughing,
sneezing or using the bathroom.



Stick to routine. “We don’t like uncertainty, so staying rooted in routines and predictability is
going to be helpful right now,” advises Dr. Domingues. This is particularly important if your
child’s school shuts down. Make sure you are taking care of the basics just like you would during
a school break. Structured days with regular mealtimes and bedtimes are an essential part of
keeping kids happy and healthy.



Keep talking. Tell kids that you will continue to keep them updated as you learn more. “Let
them know that the lines of communication are going to be open,” says Dr. Domingues. “You
can say, ‘Even though we don’t have the answers to everything right now, know that once we
know more, mom or dad will let you know, too.’

Stars of the Week
KS1 Celebration Assembly - Friday 13th March – Stars of the Week
Silky Sifakas
Gorillas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin
Great White Sharks

Jesse , Oliver
Emily, Zohaan
Zac, Ellen
Bella, Max, Dinush
Jake, Esme
Louis, George

Golden Ticket Winners
Our golden ticket winner on Friday 13th March was Charlie – Gorillas

Sports Award – Friday 13th March
Jonathan – Silky Sifakas & Pheobe – Amazon River Dolphins

Attendance
Our attendance target is to reach 96.5% attendance for this academic year.
We are proud to say that our whole school attendance for the last academic year was
96.5%.
Our attendance percentage to date is 96.23%

Termly Attendance Report for w/c 9th March
Class
Bengal Tigers
Snow Leopards
Gorillas
Silky Sifakas
Ring Tailed Lemurs
Spider Monkeys
Amazon River Dolphin

% Attendance
92.76%
90.48%
94.33%
95.67%
95.86%
98.28%
96.33%

Class
Great White Sharks
Dugongs
Sea Turtles
Hippos
Black Rhinos
Giant Pandas
Polar Bears

% Attendance
98.33%
91.67%
95.76%
90.94%
93.20%
94.14%
96.79%
Well done to Great White Sharks for your 98.33 % Attendance.

School Office
Absence
In line with Bucks County Council’s policy we are required to have contact with you
every day that your child is absent from school. If you are leaving a message or emailing
in to notify us of your child’s absence please specify the reason your child is unable to
attend school. If we are unable to contact you and you have not let us know your child
is absent due to sickness the mark recorded on the register is an unauthorised absence.
End of Day Arrangements
Please ensure all end of day arrangements are communicated to the school office via
telephone or email by 1 pm.
If you are unable to collect your child on time, please make alternative
arrangements. We understand that there may be some extenuating circumstances and
that on occasion parents/carers may be a little late. In these instances, please ensure
you contact the school office to notify us of your later arrival.
Adverse Weather
During the winter months with the threat of snow and ice, please be advised to check
the ‘Bucks Schools Closures’ website (https://closures.buckscc.gov.uk/) for any changes
to school times or closures in the event of adverse weather conditions. The decision to
make any changes to the school hours is made with the safety of all pupils and staff in
mind. Safety on the way to school and on the school site is paramount, and we will
ensure that the school is open as usual if it is safe to do so.
Snacks
As a “healthy” school, we encourage parents/carers to provide their child with a healthy
snack. Key Stage 1 children are provided with fruit from School as per the government
initiative. Please ensure that your child has a relevant healthy snack at break-time and
that all foods in their lunch box are nut and kiwi free.

The Downley School Diary - 2019/2020
Events that parents may attend are in blue.
PA events are in green
Note: Some dates are provisional and subject to change.
** Information to follow.
March 2020
April 2020
Friday 3rd April
Inset Day
th
th
Monday 6 April – Friday 17
Easter Break
April
May 2020
**KS1 SATs will be held throughout the month of May**
th
Friday 8 May
Bank Holiday
th
th
Monday 25 May – Friday 29
Half Term
May
June 2020
Monday 1st June
Inset Day
th
Saturday 13 June
Summer Fayre
4.00 – 7.00
Monday 15th June
Y6 Trip – Hazard Alley **
Thursday 18th June
Class Photos
th
rd
Monday 29 June – Friday 3
Y6 Trip – Frontier Centre**
July
July 2020
Tuesday 7th July
Common Transition Day (Y6 Visit to Secondary School)
nd
Wednesday 22 July –Monday
Summer Holiday
st
31 August
September 2020 – New Academic Year
Tuesday 1st September
Inset Day

